


"I sucked on ittgo hard and it broke!”
Scott Shouse, the lonely Galdpagos Volunteer, talking about his harmanica.

"T've learned not to ask, not to look, justtoeat. . ."
Jerome "Jaws" Socha
"Da you think if I just speak English really slow and loud, theyll under-
L . ) - stand me?”
Keith Odeen, pondering his first charla.
"Nothing like going from the toughest job you'll ever love to the toughest
Job you'll ever HATE."”
Master Trainer, Tom Larsen, welcoming fresh RPCVs Cindy Chin and Gail Zemmol
to the training staff.

"The ceiling is alive."
Jennifer Welsent, describing the dynamic nature of her new living quarters.

~compiled by the El Cliina Staff
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She reads Pilar's philosophy
again, the third time since .
she’s arrived to the front
desk/reception area. “Keep
your mind apen,” she tells
herself. “You have just as
much a ce as any other
interviewee,” she chants #ub-
conscicusly and remembers
how many times Steve has
told her this in the past
week, “I'm a wreck!” she
admits to herself.

As she glances up from the
piece of scratch paper that
houses her favorite quote, a
door creaks open and draws
he;' attention. “Maybe this is
“hifii,” she wonders.

“Good morning, Wendy. F'm
John. Welcome to Time/Life
Magazines.”

“Thanks. And good morning.
Pleased to meet you,” she
boasts confidently as she
stag‘ds.

Its ascenano Limagine a little
too often thege days and to be
completely honest, it frightens
me {b the point of having to look
reaﬁﬁy in the fate—the reality of
returning home, what I now

‘month. How will I};est

have dubbed, THE

RETURN, Likq those of my fel-
low omnibusers who are on their
way home or soon to be, I'm com-
forted in knowing that these pre-
monitions are just part of the
process of our two years, three
months in Ecuador coming to a
close. As October approaches, so
does my imminent C.0.8. This is
my final issue of El Clima, serv-
ing as Editor and although my
usual practice is whipping out an

- article or two an-Fiiday before

we spend the wiekend laying

-out, I've had this final contribu-

tion on my mmd fpr\oyer a

sum up
my experience ‘here and leave the
1mpress:on of the adventure I've
had in the thougf'nté Bfthose who
remain and thosé who've just
arrived. As I believe I've

~expressed in past entries, writ-

ing, at times, seems to me an
egotistical means to a.necessary
end. I{eel compelled to share my
experience but I'd prefer to do it
anonymously. I'd like to leave
part of myself behind on paper*
but am afraid ¢f how L might be .

e

taken. A great lesson tolearn is

that of readiness. The reader
must be ready to receive and no

" ‘matter how strongly the writer

perceives the subject, if the reéd- :

er isn’t willing the message goes:

terpreted. Therem lies my
dilemma. As in economics we're
taught, “let the buyer beware,”
suffice it to say, “advive is cheap
but don’t waste it.” ==~

.--vl .

Iamofthethmhng(as?ilar

was in W—Gﬂhﬂn} that
“you have to live in the world to
say anything meaningful about
it.” So now that I've lived a bit, I
feel it my duty to say that some-
thing “meaningful.” My experi-
ence in Ecuador as a Peace
Corps Volunteer has changed my
life. Stuffing two years of adven-

~ture into two pages isn’t some-

‘thing I'd even attempt to do but
I better'gst down pat my three-
minute response to, “So how was
Ecuador?” that we’re sure to all
receive sooner than later. So
here it goes: A young woman left
a hot Phoenix airport two years
ago. As tears streamed down her
face, she clutched her backpack
to which was attached her secu-

» rity; a feddy bear. That same

_ young woman (with ¢ few more
grey hairs now) will return to
that same Phoenix uirport in a
few months with thdt same teddy
bear tucked between 10 pounds
worth of opened mail and oxi-
dized photo frames. Words that



:ere om’:;r cacophony :zfavs ‘. :
ecome laagugga work,. .
laughter, fear, ﬁ*tands}up a)
gwc:;)’;z Aghaptergl)z hfe;o
e s aw 80P ever
tmagincd sbg‘WF 4‘
never knew exiat paggs o}’]our-
nals lying agdinqt one arwther, i
phatos her motums in

a background ofgrgen, brown.
and blue.

We all grow. Whether we occupy
our time behind a.desk or deep in
thgjungle, ourlivesarea . ;-
Drocess,. each day thpt DPaases
chalked up to experience. But jt’s
the opep mind that makes thpse
experignces an. adventure., A door
appeared and this young woman.
peaked through.. While others. .
walked copfidently to the other
sidg she stayed: behind awhile.
She wqtched from. the centerof a.
mountain, valley as the world
whizzed by, insecure and lackmg
confidence.. She knocked again

and adventyre came tothe daor :

She cautiously slid ﬂw mey
barrier aside and shuffled in. . -
There were others wmting ta vali-
date her presence. Finally she let
8o.and something clicked. -Her
aduenture togk.a.new course and
her life began, What were pnce
Just facea out of gontext took on .-
personalities-and a.crack on her. -
wall of self-absorption spread
into a window.

She lodkstmm John to-the
posten he has on his office
wall, ashot of a snow-coy-
ered mountain promoting the
Durangmlm Festival and
takesa de¢jsbreath before
meeting his’ ‘gaze ggain. Her
thoughts take’a guick jump

VIEWPOINT seiee

to somﬁqg her Dad gave
her the night hefore she left
fm- the g’eaeq, dg:rp-,an old
the poe:;n, “Foomrhu
mpﬂdmpnsed over.a photo of
a sunrise beach and remains
of feet left behind on the,
sand. Inside; two'mors seif-’
motivatiiag selections were
taped over the old dates,. .
How many times hgd she. °
read these things? “Too Hary
toount.’ All at onve she real-
izes how integratthey have
been to her analysis-of expe-
rience—the $amous words of
“The Road Not Taken” by
giohert Fri:sw 3 .‘;’rwodroﬂa
wamed ‘8 wopd;and I
took the une less'traveled by,
Aid that hasmade all:the dif-
ference;” and thokeof =~ -
“Today!™'. “Wxﬂmgveryrmfnz
of the sun, Thiik of ypur life
as just begun, The Past has
cancelled and buried deep . -
All yesterdays. Therelet. -
them sleep. Concern. yuuuelf
with but Today. Grasp it, .
and teach it to obey Your will
and plan. ‘Since time began .

Today has been the friend of

man. You and Toduy! A soul
sublime and the great her-
itage of time, With God him. .
self to bind the twain; Go -
forth, brave heart!. Attain!
attain}”. _

She'’s brouﬂhtout of her S
reverie as John finishes his
hasty laaf-ﬂp.mugh of her
portfolio.. He lifts his head «
and smiles, “It looks like .
you’ve had yourself quite an
adventure these past. two -
years.”

“Yﬂ." she mwerl. “yel.
ha,ve.”- 3
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.. ‘TRANSITIONS, the rhythm of -
‘. Peace Corps life. In July, .
 'Omnibus 72 attended, mejor

dicho, celebrated, its Close of

~ “Service conference. Pesice Corps '

Ecuador thanks this fine group
of individuals for their dedica-
tion to service and for the zest
and purposefulness of their
presence here. Happily, a num-
ber of you aré staying on. To
those of you who are Jeaving,
you will be missed. Welcome to
Ornnibus 761! 45 Trainees
strong, the new health and -
youth groups arrived in Quito
just last night. We wish you a
warm welcome, and all the best
as you enter training,

A new President for
Ecuador. .The recent _
Ecuadorian elections have been
heralded as a victory for democ-
rady.. Abdald Bucaram cam-
paigned as a populist advocate,
and since his election he has
repeatedly stated that he will
make health and education his
top priorities. Seems like I've
heard that same message from
many of you. . . so we share in
this nation’s sense of hope for
the future. Another outcorne of
recent elections is the important
presence of eight Diputados at
the National level supported by

VIEWPOINT:

Indigenous political groups.
Many other elections at the local
and municipal levels have
brought Indigenous leaders into
the political areng, giving them
new access to the political
process and opportunitxes for

A new U.S. Ambassador for
Ecuador. Peace Corps/Ecuador
looks forward to the arrival of
Ambassador Leslie M. Alexander
in early August.

A new look for the Office. By .

now, many of you willhave -~
noticed the new guard house at
the entrance. Under our new
contract, guards are working 12
hour shifts. This new space '
should make that a bit easier. It
also allows for easier storage of
the items that Volunteers fre-
quently leaye temporarily with
the guards. Out back, the con-
struction will soon be completed
Office space for our new
Volunteer Coordinators, VAC
and WID should be ready by
September.

The 4th of July was occasion for
lots of formal and informal cele-
bration. At the VAC meeting’'on
dJuly 2nd, we enjoyed a delicious

' cookout estilo EE.UU. Thanks to

the staff who served up great

burgers and dogs. OnJuly 5th,
the Community celebration.at
the Ambassador’s Residence was
a huge success. 850 people gath-
ered to enjoy games, food and
fun. The b:ggest;g:egsed pole I
have ever séen had even the
Marines beat until, ever
resourceful, theéy used a huge ;
ladder to get to the top.” *Phanks i
to PCVs Corrine Maninihg, "> "
Nicole Dino, Edith Bross, Ron™*** 7"
Krupa and Elizabeth Humb'hrefr e
who volunteered to paint facés ™ "
and organize a bean bag toss. - '
Funds collected are being used =
to support their local commuruty"
projects. "

At the request of VAC, the PCV -
Lounge hours have been extend- '
ed from 5 am to midnight. This
is to give PCVs a safe place to
arrive to or depart from, given "’
the njght bus schedules., Please '™
usé'caution when leaving the  ~
Office late at night. Our neigh-
borhood, while convenient and
safe during the day, is not safe
at night. The Guard will be glad
to call you a radio taxi, if needed,
to get you to the bus station.

In mid-July the Senior Staff
(APCDs, PCMOs, Ana Maria,
Maria Eugenia, Tim, Tom
Larson—new Assistant Training
Dir., Pablo and I) spent two days
working at La Cienega, the site
of the COS conference. It was an
extremely productive experience
for all of us. We unanimously
agreed that motivation and com-
munication were improved as a
result of our work together.®

Enaa. e




by PTO Pablo Davis.

T'd like to begin with'some.good -
news. Actually, this could guali-
fy és very good news for those
who are 5 ft., 11 inches or taller.
At this very moment workers
are raising the bathroom doors

(the chintzy ones) approximately

eight inches, thus limiting the -
risk of cranial damnge to only
those-who are aver 6 ft., 7 inches
tall. We think the construction
costs will be offset by the expect~
ed savings in band-a:d expepd:-
tures. 4 L b ol
Continuing on with more good
news—and this too, could quali-
fy as very good niews; regardless
of your height}. the sécond part'
of our two-part Gender ang:
Development Warkshop is
scheduled for August 19th and
20th,. The 30 participants from:
the first workshop will havé hnd
three months to use the Gendgr
Analysis technigues in thair Qwn
communities and will therefoye
be among the leading experts in
Ecuador on the subject. ‘By
sharing their experiences w:th
us and each othér, they will indi-
rectly and directly impact, om‘
Volunteer programs in the o
future. - Also, I°hap# some of'i:hJs
expertise can be tapped for the

VIEWPOINT

‘apooming Integrated Job

3 Conference in-October for the
{'Agripultyre, Animal Productidn
and Natural Resouroes pro-
grams. -

Thls lnhagnpted Job Conference,
by the wayy; for thosp Volunteers
in th§ Odd Omnibuses (Odd-
. Numbered Omnibuses: 71,73 &

76) is alyeady in its early plan- T

" ning stafes. Thereare three - -
0Odd Omitiibug Volunteers who

A needs assessment question- .
naire will be sent out within a

| week after this edition- of Bl

Clima._.

As many 'of yoil aireedy know,

N E

we are implemeniting a system of

Volunteer Coordinators hers in
Peace Corps/Ecuador. Volunteer
Coordinators have been used

|, very successfully in many of the
~ other.countries in the Inter-
America Regiori, and we are

designing a similar system,

adapted, of course, to meet our =

: ‘_ needs here. Qur Coordinators

are Karin Chamberlain, who is.
supporting Animal Production,
Agriculture and Natural
Resourve Volunteers in the
southern provinces of Loja and -
Zamora; Shelly Nicholson, who
will be supporting coastal
Health ’Volunteers, and Jodi
Hammer, who will be working

- on a national level from Quito,

also supporting the Health pro--
gram (and possibly others, as -
time allows).

As we refine our Volunteer
Coordinator system, the Inter-
America Region in Washington
is expanding and refining it's
system of Regional Senior
APCDs. Not entirely unlike the
Volunteer Coordinators,
Regional Senior APCDs support

. the entire region (South and .
" Central Americaandthe - . '

- Caribbean) in their.areaof . -

- expertise. We are'very proudto . |

have had our very own
Francisco Garcés selected as the
Regional Senior APCD for.the

Environment Sector. As such, _;‘

Francisco will be available $a. ..
other PC Counmos, providing -

| technical Gupport in th form of ..
Al workehops, in-service. tngimngs,
Sl conferences, ete, This-.- -

- will be working with the three

| Odd APCDs and myself; plan-
. ning and coordinating the event. . |

September. 25th, in fact,
Francisco-will travel to Chile ta

visit'some areas where they are .
| implementing a Conservation -
Corps-like project, and for a can-

ference on the same subject.
Francisco will alsy be attending
a Regional Senior APCDs plan-
ning maeting in Washmgton
sometime in the next two
months, While we in Eouador

" may suffer from Francisco's

occasional absences, we can algo

| benefit from the expertise of the

other Senior APCDs, botﬁ
directly and indirectly. -

vonfu‘ifi:t.-_ B
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As in all Peace Corps cOuntnee," "

PC/Ecuador has an Emergency

Contact:System. Its purpose, aa:~ :

the name itnplies, is for contact-
ing Volunteel‘gm an emerénpy.
It is described in great detail in

the Volunteer Handbook, which
you may want to review before




the next emergency. The reason
I bring this up is that, given the
importance we place on your
safety and the slightly increased
potential for disasters (both nat-
ural and unnatural), here in
Ecuador, we test the system
periodically to make sure it’s in
good working order. We used to
test the éntire system oncea '
year, but,we felt that the yearly
testh only guaranteed it was in
good shape for the test, and we
weren’t too sure about the rest of
the year, So, in order to keep
our emergency contact system in
shape all year round, we've
decided to test it monthly. We
will test just one province each
month, with the province chosen

at random, since in real life we -

don’t get to choose which areas
experience emergencies. This
will force us to keep the entire
systent up-to-date. In July we
tested the province of Manabf,
and‘the test provided us with

valuable information for improv-

ing the system. What you can
do as a Volunteer to make sure

the system works well, is to -t
remember that at any time we’;
may have an urgent need to con- -

tact you, so make sure you can
always be easily found. And
also make sure we have an up-
to-date Emergency Contact
Form on file for you.®

VIEWPOINT

VAVAY

SWIF-Seeks. . .

So here’s a personal for the
first of this future column:

A bunch of us were in
Quito recently and started

talking about ways in

which we could liven up El

Clima a bit. How about a.
CLASSIFIED section, per-
haps a page with items for
sale or items wanted, as
well’'as a PERSONALS col-
unmm?  Well?! What do you
think?; We could have word
limits for each personal or
announcement submitted,
say, 50 words (personals
having the first three
words in bold cap face). It
might be a good way to
advertise when we’re want-

ing to sell stuff (and easier

for those who don’t make it
to Quito as often as others
do). And, it will definitely
be chévere to exchange lit-
tle messages back and
forth—kind of a small way
to bring out the dynamics
of us Volunteers serving in
Ecuador as a whole.

Thanks for your considera-
tion.

Diane V. Shields
Machala (Gusyas)

IF I FART in front of
ou, Steye, think of i
oitar "Y%Mh'ﬁut :’
compliment, I mean, 1
must feel pretty com-
fortable around you,
right? BURP! Perdon.

A5 mEreS 'D.

P e

Ed. note: Thanks for the
suggestions, Diane.
Sounds like a good idea. . .
Anyone who has a personal
or classified ad, please
send it-to the Peace Corps
office, ¢/o El1 Clima and
we’ll begin this column.®
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Karl S

So, I lied. I cpuldn't resikt one
more submission, and - thiought
a follow-up travel afﬂxcte ﬁ'ught
be nice. My parent#
were able to comig” *
for the maximum
vacation allowkble
by Peace Gorps law,iso we were
able to see muych of-Beuador,
without unreasonable hurry.
This is the abbreviated version
of the Banks family supes--:
Ecua-advesitire,

st . = SR

I retrieved Mary Ellen-and Mark |
in GuaySiquil, my favorite plate,’

and we ¥fayed a'night in a rea:’
sonable hotel just off the Iguana
park, which was conspicuously
free of iguanas, I guess because
the park people tooka‘bunch-
out for a giant bar-b-que. Even
though it was late, my dad and I
went out for some comida tipica
at Miami Subs. Then we had an
exciting ten minites tskmg
4.000 sucres from a nearby
casino before cloaing time.

In the morning we travelled by
bus to Puerto Rico, Manabf{,
There we languished in the not-
so-hot verano beach weather,
but wéré'greeted with nice cool
breezes for our hike around Isla
de la Plata. ‘Yes,'l took my own
advice and took n'ly parents to
see the exotic island. We were
treated with vistas'yielding
rolls worth of blue-footed:
Piqueros, masked Piqueros, an
albatross, a giant sleeping sea
lion, a dolphin, tropic birds,
sea turtles and frigate birds.
Our guide, Ivédn, was excellent
and will come out looking like a
star in the video.

Oh, did I forget to mention my
dad teaches video production.
among other things, so our
entire vacation is captured on
tape? I must admit that despite
my natural shyness making me
uncomfortable with a camera
blinking its

C’@?@W@ﬂ
red light at me,

“and the paranoia
of its possible theft, I will
appreciate having a video
record of Ecuadot. '

Back on dry lahﬂ and heading
from Pnerto Lopez to Puerto
Rico, ‘we were pxcked up by a
tour bus full of Eguadorian tour.
guide students, - They stopped '
in Salango (a new O ‘75 site, by
the way) and we saw the muse-
um of the Pre-Colombian cul-

tures unearthed if'that aréa.

Not only that, but one of the
tour, guide ‘teachers was fluent
in Engl"xsh and &ranslat!\’l the
entire tour. which 'was moe for
the folks, whose Spanish‘ ‘Was
just barely coming along.' 1
would recommend the _muieum
if you are already in the area.
It was very interesting to see
evidence of highly-advanced
cultures who were using money,
building ships and thinking
metaphysically, when our
European ancestors were still
huddling in wet caves in lbo'éé-'
ly-formed tribes some 3000 =
years before Christ. [0}

T G L S

After arfother c’lbady bedch day

we went’ io my site ‘and stayed 3 £

night. A mght full of rooster
calls and early morning laun-
dry noises. I don’t think that
my parents took the earplugs I

é

gave them seriously until that
night. We spent the next day"
seeing the three points of __ {
interest m Portovxejo, the post '
office. ‘Ivén*s house and my ' '_
office, Not waming to have too
much of a good thing, we flew
out of Portov:em to Quito that
afternoon.

The next day we flew from
Quito to Lago Agrio with a
guide from Quito, who spoke
some English, I don’t want to
get bitter about our Oriente
trip, but I was a victim of my
own panic at the lack of solid
arrangements, so I overpaid, =
But' my parents and I hada
really 3’60& time due to the-_ g
amistad and efforts of the -
Secoya people whose v:llage we i
vxsxted. i

ﬁfrom Lago Agrio we travelled
Efown river by truck along the

; Agua Rico and from a one-tien-

da port on the river, we went by
motorized canoe two-and-a-half
hours down river to the small
(14 houses) indigenous commu-
nity of Secoya, one of the three
pueblitos which make up the
Secoya nation. Their 40,000

‘hectare reserve is located
across the river from Cuyabeno

National Reserve. The beauty
we observed there is really not
possible to describe in words
or even photography. You have
to go.

The highlights included night
hunting for cayman, which our
19-year-old cook attempted to
catch bare-handed; eating
freshly kxlled Guanta, which is

" a very large (Bcuadog-size) rel-

ative of the rat tasting deli-
ciously like low-fat pig; seeing
monkeys play in the trees and



beifig' Happy thut“dui codks atds
not *have ‘a gur, for we would *'¢
have be‘é"n""eaii‘_iig"'th'é";]igﬁIe:-‘ =g
suckers; eating stupendofsly "
delicidﬁs’ﬁlr'aﬁ'a'"; ‘lé‘ér’i‘i‘ih\g"hbﬁut
the culture of the tiibe’and
theit shaymanas; I¢arning all
aboat the many #sefi) plants of
the jungle, including but not
limited to, a vine which has
about one liter of good tasting
drinking water per méter; see-
ing how the people make knot-"
less hamacas and’ dug-out '
canoés; eating and talking with"
the very intelligent people who
are 'égl_' 'blilin"g'ulal from high
school age'on up (Spanish being’
second to Secdya of dourse);
hearinig how the tribe has
decided that éco-tourism is"’
the ‘best way to fight the
onslaught of the colonos and

oil companies (though I

think that they could’

improve their tourist Busi-
ness in many ways); and’
finally, all of the béauty we -
observed in birds, butter
flies, plants and flowets.

The highlight for me was the .
hike we took for about four
hours into their reserve. On
the way out'there was a bit

of 1odo and wé had to cross
seveéral streams and small
rivers, usually by doing a bal-
ancing beam walk across a ‘slip-
pery log. No problem. Then we
spent the night listening to the
torrential downpour that con-
tinued for at legst 12 hours and
had not stopped when we start-
ed for the pueblo. All those
little streams were now flooded
rivers, up to my waist. My .
mother was not amused. It took
us a little longer to get back,
since after all 10 or so of these

crossings, iy parents took dff ©
their boots and socks and dried’
them out only to soak them once
again a few minutes later. 1 was
lucky, théy don*t mike rubber’
boots big enough for me, so I
only had comfortable sneakers.
Even though it was tough on

them, my paterts loyed the jun-

gle, and as we'left, we felt
already sad to say goodbye to
the people, like Mirella the
president of tourism and our
cooks Fausto and Bartolo. But
Gilberto, our guide, wg felt most
attachedto) since he brought us
into his home to show us his
photos and we posed with our
families for another shot I am
sure my ‘niother will send him.

Il
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1 have already begun to arrange
a return trip. i

Returning to Quito, we spent at
least four hours doing laundry
and needed at least'two very hot
showers to feel that all of the
mud was off. We did a little
sightseeing, shopping and walk-
ing around in Quito, but I den't:
need to tell anyone about Quito.

Then we were off to RioBamba,
where my buddy Gail was our

wonderfuliand willing {2.think)
guide,-'_ Gfbxmbbrq,zo_"\vgs &nta‘,z-
ing! CTéar morning, ‘waim sun
and we got to climb above the
secornd téfugéd td about $100 nf’
in the'énow: ‘Hint: Don’t'buya"
Nestle®s €Crunch at the ' .
refuge—they expired in 1994:
The-wext day we visited Guano’
where, among ofher things, the
people make wool’rugs’by hand.:
We saw (and videotaped; of
course) the factory where it
takes up to a month for three -
workers to make one {arge rug,
earning 6.000 sucres per day.
My folks bought one of the rugs
for 900.000 sucres + 350,600
sucres for shipping.: My par-
ents were very plegsed-with
this purchase, saying that an
equivalent size ‘and quality
rug in the States gues for~ "~
$2000. s B B
We then had a day of a-sort-
of big disappointment.”

- There used to be-an excel-
lent hike up:to some low-
tech, free but very hot and
uncrowded hot springs
between RioBamba and Bafios
at'the base of Tunguragua.
We took that hike only to
find that some politician was

grafting off of this development
project and they were con-
structing a commercial piscina.’
The water was tfbia at best,
dirty and there were creepy
workers all around.. The work- .
ers themselves were probably. .
good people, but their obscene
pile of aguardiente and ronbot"
tles near their shack and -
around thé piscina was a little
discomforting. Our'day was .
sort-of ruined, unless you were:
Gail, 'who didn’t coms:for the -



tub®, but for the spectacutat ™
waterfall a little up the canyon
from the now ruined springs.
They couldn’t mess up the

waterfall and that was our con- :
“*"golation prize =,

Next day: Bafios (de ﬁmbato)

Late start. Zoo cool gtousand = ¥

tour buses full of high school
kids on paseo. Water- dirty
Began to rain. Hasty retreat.

The next day, we hired a taxi to
take us on;,_';he worst part of the
Panamericana, the stretch
between RioBamba and Tambo.
We had the guy take us up to
Ingapirca (again followiitg my
own advice from last issue) for
the Summer Solstice Festival,
expecting to get priceless
footage of native music and
dancing and maybe-a little trago

to boot. Alas! The festival-was _

cancelled, as several other PCVs
we met found out the hard way.
Tour of x{nins w&s‘;)ice, but I
was disappomted about the fes-
tival Iclanoellatmn due to some
po_li;i'éil, racist and/or econom-
ic.imjustice against the indige-
nous by the “man”., ;| -

From there we high~tt\ﬂed it to

4 < cnema where we rested from

the tough day of‘travel and the

..} ..next day finally got our hot
|, weterat fha Bufies-de Cuenca
b _I‘(whiéh by the wax are much -

giceg 'thau those-others, even if
_they cost more). About Cuenca,
what can 1 say is we sight-

“sought, photographed, pur-

chased and browsed. A good
time was had by all and my
folks now are thinking about a
two-year sabbatical in Cuenca.

1. will rush through the last
week bgcause it was mostly a
week: of rest and therefore of
few mentionable highlights. We
travelled by bus-to Loja. On the
bus, a Swiss woman who we had
become acquainted with on the
coast and had randomly met up
with again in Cnenca asked me,
YAre you all going to try the
¢actus s¢hnapps?” Confused, I
told her I was the wrong person
to ask about such things. We
shared a taxi tp Vilcabamba
with her, dropping her off at ...

- one popular pension, choosing_"

the Hosterfa Vilcabamba for
ourselves. Very nice. Highly
recommended for when the
‘rents are here. They had
excellent and reasonable food
and nice wet and dry sauna and
jacuzzi. We chilled.

We then hiked, with horses, up
the mountain towards '
Podocarpus on the same land
that is site to my oft-mentioned
irrigation project. We began a
hike the second day into the
forest, but a omen of prudence
hit my mom as she sliced open
her finger on a plant. My folks
went back to the cabin and !

- bravely went on ahead with the

videu camera. That was cool,

but on my way back 1 nearly
was skewered:as I stumbled, mto &
a bull’s territory and inadver-
tently put myself between him
and his favorite son. To my

back was a rock cliff, tomy
right, Bull Jr. and directly in - .
front, making slight advances,
was Bull 8r, I put away the
camera. I flaunted the ma’c’lie_{g;_,:
and spoke in a strong and
threatening voice, then I ran

like a little monksey to my left, .
through the stream, up the bank
and scrambled up the slope.' i
showed him who is the morﬁf
advanced species,

The next day falling back down.
the mountain, we rested and
washed, We were witness to the
spectacle of the final Saturday
of San Pedro de Vilcabamba's
fiestas and the inanguration of
the aforementioned project.
Then we relaxed for another day
and were on the final leg. Taxi

_to Loja, bus to Cuenca, one nilgl‘it

in Cuenca then a planeto !

. Guayaquil. In Guayaqui, 1 we

had one more chance to gamble
and the three of us played for
about an hour-and-a-half,
walking out only 20.000 sucres
poorer. At 6 a.m. I saw the

folks off and finally, €xhausted,
1 rode a bus back to Portoviejo,
happy to be done with vacation ™™
and':t;ack to my relaxing normal
work life. '

My parents just called.- They-

“want me to buy and send them &

few more items from the ven-
dors at Parque El Ejido and they

wish they had stayed longer.

.Karl Qun i

Portoviejo. 4Manabf)-
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ttime.
togeth er for onelas refi

 Gt's kind of our woy

wklauilhad; “: ol
ected. Here'sa 2l
red, we processed ””iﬁgﬁ,//g we caplured the

ses to thoughts we had topander of saying good-bye

4 .. myw ess to learn
teach and o5

all the kids,”

.. my smilel”

“ . . being just like them and
1ust the gringo in town.”

to believe too; that they are

sonal relationships,
stereotypical

¢ .. my Volunteerism.”
bread.’, . . but, I don’t know. .

dangers of SIDA.™?
“ ..not being a tourist.”

, to
how I fell in love with

believing and wanting them

M£OMt people, worthy of spe-
cial attention, good health, good
education and satisgring interper

“ ..not fitting into the mold of a
erican; my bad §
Spanish, but gaod intentions; and that I wasn't from Nueva York.”
“’. . my willingness and ability to swing a machete.”

“, .. for not bailing out on them,”
“They still talk about the Volunteer who lived there 10
‘She was tall, she was nice.’ 1 hope they remember me
than being ‘shorter than Camila’ or, 'S

not

ars ago:
more

made great banana

. how about, ‘She told us about the

: @
‘.“t-'llnun’,

u.f”l g Lo

It Was the Best of Times, It Was the Worst of Times
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% . . cooking with Jay Carter III” s T
% . . asking a community member to carry something up a
%ﬂllﬁnd him giving me his right shoe—my Spanish was

a_ * R Tt vy - arp b e s LA . _'_‘,.
“. .. falling asleep in front of everyone in one of Sara’s
cross-cultural sessions,” * - - hs

and asked for some veggies or fruit. The lady handed me
a package of feminine napkins, Oh, what Spanish{” -

“. . . when someone complimented me on my buen cardcter
(goocie cl’},aracter) and I responded, ‘No, I don’t know good

“Everyday was so amusing, how can I pick just one ..
moment; ; W e

% . , getting caught with my pants down on, whatI- "
thought to be, a deserted campo road.” '

“ .. (which wasn’t so funny at the time) trying to tell my
parents over the phone that I was getting married to a
man they didn't even know and explaining that, no, I
wasn’t pregnant.”. "

% .. when I ordered ggn de qgjo instead of pan de ajo.”
‘Thad to do it—cotldn’t make it to the

bathroom—go I just pooped in my

Newsweek.” = - :
“777?? Maybe I didn'tlaugh-
enough/” R

“ .. the friends Pve
made.”

“ . . three or four
kids frolicking -
under their first
running-water
shower the day
we ‘turned on’
Ehe water.”

controlador as :
he shouts, ‘Sube?’. . .
‘Aguantal’. . . ‘Delel’; and
the phrase, No sea malita!™
“ .. nights spent in the fritada,
eating chochos and fostado, drink-
ing cold Pilsner and listening ta nation-
al music on the jukebox.”

“ .. all of you."

“. .. the first time I had cuy.”

“ . . delivering the baby 1E‘i‘lrl of a 16-year-old mother, in
the back of a meving pickup.” =

“ .. the people and th
food to go around.” : = sk
“. .. Tom Brown sleeping in the park in Riobamba.” -

“. .. when a taxi pulled up in front of our subcentro with a dead guy in the
trunk (arms and legs sticking out), wanting an autopsy done!” ¢y
% .. when one of my workers reminded me of the first thing I had ever taught him.”

“, . . getting married,”®

“When I'd just gotten to my site, alone, I went. to the store |

neg )
the sim-

A5 _Avil) 1 L) yohiel: > L=l
“. . . how to live poor and apprediate
ple things in life.,”

“I can do anything I set my mind tol” -
“Education is the most important invest-
ment people can make.” , i

. ..wholam!" % ;
¢, . . that Babylon wasn’t built in a day and
people don't change their actions/thinking
that quickly either. Patience!”

% .. that being humble, focusing on who is- .
in your life as opposed to what, is the most
important after all.” : N

%, . .just how damn persistent I AM!”

“, .. there are options in life. You don’t have
to follow a normal track!” 2 et
% . . what it means to be American and .
how great it would be if all Americans could
have this experience so that we could all
learn to be a little more humble.”

“Patience is a virtue. . . and one P've tried to

ir generosity. There is alwéys e;lough

have and still wish I had.” i

10



-|hopped out from under my thread-bare

.~ |mishaps. On
e L retum, the
s odor stili Ilngered butl %

ol

108 =iz long night of discussions over the

It was a Peace Corps' role in the Andean
Gondor Conservatlon Program at the house of the
Peace Corp Coordinator, Ines Rutkovskis. Besides
discussions, our lliustrious director, Jean Seigel,
dumped on us the task of writing an articie In
Spanish about the program, due the next day. Allin
Jall, a tiring agenda and, ike all tlrlng agendas, they
-1@#6} so tiring they never get done. Three of us did the
"|floor crash while ines took to her cozy bed in her pri-
vate room, on the floor of course.

I was due In Cayambe by 8:00 a.m. the next day
which-meant | had to begin my day before sunrise.
Navigating irr a new house for the first time in the
dark was rather simple, the house was cozily small. |
had mapped out vital objectives before | ZZZ'ed, and
the other two floor people were not situated in any
strategic paths. There was this oat, however.

In the middie of the night my nose caught a whiff of
| something rather odorous. |gave t little thought,

‘blanket and found my way to

rellef without any “ C‘a : S@

' couldn't piace i, and it was a smail matter compared

... [to my attempts to keep warm the rest of the night.

;' “Ted to.examine the

- {The malodorous problem was handled with a littie
..|psriume under the fiose nipped from ines’s private

stock, which, once put on, was a toss-up as to what
: é?nelleg worse. Anyway, | was sopn in dreamland
and-all eise mattered not, untll the dawr freeze rude-

shower before hitting the road, The Shower turned :
‘jout to be magig, thawing my senses Into organlzed D
[action. Toweled off, clothes put on, | stepped into
the kitchen for a look in the refrigerator to seeifl
could find fuel to start the day. My first step.en the
finoléym had me doing the slide, crashing{aiéh
refrigerator and the bad smell of the nlght turhed into
a.gaggihg, belly lurching stench whighi iImmediately
placed as cat shit. lﬁipped on the Kifghen light, no
: [longer mindful of thq-zwo sleeping people, and start-
p;bblattfxwhen ines popped
around the corner stratgm to the same piie-of crap.
Amazingly, this didn't-tiken the two'slumbering

" ~|bodies or they were dong‘great job of‘ignoring the

current malodorous event:- ines oried, “seuuu.” |
deftly took off my offensive sock. Ines did the same
with hers and asked if she could clean the offending
substance off. Who was | to argue? Lucky for me, |
had brought another pair of socks and was soon out
the door and on the road to Cayambe to heip buiid
paper-mdche condoms, no, condors.

.y brpug}ﬁ me back to reality and ar'attempt ata hot

L KR

Luck was with me. | arrived on 10 de;Agosto-just ag: :
the Cayambe bus was passing’ by. BY7:30a7m: | was
home, dropped off ruy.gear and hiked.overtothe
schoolte aid Daryl and Erica Perlman erganize about :
two hundred kids aged seven to 11 bulld condors and :
a mountain out of hardware cioth, sticks; newspaper,
and flour giue. itwasa gorgeous mérning and great:
fun'watching the kids tear-tIp ‘mounds of newspapa’r
and the teachers béliing a cauldron otﬂour soup,
Erica remarked, “Look how:the kids play inthe paper
fragments as kids do In plles of leaves during the fall .
season.” Then the wind picked up and the paper -
scraps were beating a hasty retreat everywhere. | -
casually remarked to Erica that maybe we needed to
get some bags.or sacks or whatever, to put the' paper
into. Nonpiussed, Erica mentloned she had a whole
role of plastic garbage bags si!tlng at home. 1bor-
rowed Daryl's bike and soon- -

returned with the

,ag plastlc sacks and
‘ “ * within moments -
. ' the kids hadthe paper

leaves properly stowed away. It
was truly amazing to observe Daryi’s single-
minded obsession with the bullding process. The con-

.| dors and mountains were taking shape beautifully

despite the incredibl chaos all around us. | was
impressed and a little intimidated: I've never dore
anything like this before and felt as usefilas a ggphar.
At least | racognized a useful role. Fortunately, ... °
Ronald Ladn, Director of the condor program uuder
CECIA (leading bird conservation organizatlon i :
Ecuador) showed up with Sara (PCV, Cotacachi),

 Notma and Misael (fleld monitoring group). Sara
. | Stayed behind to take over my role and’i went with -
| Ronald and the monitoring craw to visit' the INEFAN .

(hatural resources ministry group) people te organlze

- f'condor monitoring activities.

The mesting with INEFAN was a quick affalr and soon
we were back with the condor and mountain builders,
but not for long; Ronald wanted to reconnoiter the San
Marcos reserve and off we went. | caught a hint of dis-
pleasure in the building group as we sped off into the
drountains, but | figured they'd get over it soon
eriough. On the route up we passed by a few eating
establishments and it being near noon, | figured it
might be a good Idea to fuei up before making the
mountain run. Ronaid smiled at my suggestion and
ignored it. Within an hour we were in the P4ramo,
passing clifs, cows and wildness. We topped the rise
and there it was, Lago San Marcos, a diamond of a
mountain lake set in a remote mountain vailey at about
4000 meters. We started our decent and the well-
maintained mountain road tumed into a muddy quag-
mire. Ronald proceeded undaunted. | guess he reck-

oned we were driving one of the best four-wheel drive -

-



vethicieg:made andifists what it wastar—riqgo 3
I've bgen four-Whiseling'toraboiit ds lonl_g' as Rondid's
been iiva and-evert | was coricerned. He asked iy =

and | suggestdd miafbe we'uss the highifostid and - -

middig'and soon the { ﬂom—bﬁards were swampédin: -
volsanic goo, but we made it and | was' Happy that at -
least hie-took my suggestion to- gun”tﬂrough R-ratfier-~
thamdo slow roll. The lake loomed aheéd-and bo!d4
ly reflécted the forbidding cloud' oover wmeh made

o~

the Iake before the ralftlrned us arotind:: We werén't
7 | prepared forhis. | really'was a iittie igriorant abaut ..
3 |oudt daquaqgﬁon wiuld have brought proper geat -
% - [when Ustoppadoft st my holisa: iogetsomé‘tﬁlng 3
‘l:nq othiets WoKY: An1tie sgpne condition; rig-chiom
qﬁbies. paraguasaor any!hlnqtéf' A

T T A

e Dot i : p c‘\on.

' ibul waather Bht we had the- eomtoh of the Toyota»~ '
“[tandcrulser and the happy realization we'would be =
ot of the mguriteins and at funch table withif an 1

hour. “This was simply & shorteunt into tie  motin-
tains to check out one of our rpdnitormg sites after-all,
néta full-ﬂeﬂgad expedition, Baon, we were ’bac?(oﬁ
he track and heading out and once again'we faced
the big muddy. Ronald didri't-ask my suggestior-this
time, he just headed straight into the biack hole, at a
crawl:: We Were'just about through andl at the deep- -
st part wherithie:dabled Toysta Landerilser igrstid °
| 101hie side anid stopped dead.” Ronald gunned #t but-
the volcanio mud was ike raw gréase.. Theires spuin:
fmud, cow’and horse shit (cat shit?) and small rocks
tout the biack, then frorl, &5 he reversed his tactie, but
all to no avall. We were ln cdaep shlt L

wé all balled out to see what oodld bedone to get us

{unstuck. First Norma, Misael.ahd | pishedand” * '
rrocked the Lindoruiser back and torh butthe fango"
was so-slick wé did nothirig niore than cover our<

condor watching ulgh lmpbssibrar e o
Nort'na Mlsaelrnonald ang4? trekked pari Way around :

through muddy guagmires. *Tharwe mmngm s

suggestiofi befé?&procaeﬂfn”g iitd the darkdepthis, ~«
agalh | was ighiored. -He wentstralfjftthraigh e

selves.in. muck, ﬁonwdgot into the aet by putting
Norma In the ddver's seatto édrittol the Lpitieraiser.
s0 he'couild Isna:his Waight'iif pustilng. Problern.was,

1 don't think Norma-ever drave-a sfidk-shift-Befora and z
at {lrst raced the erigine-while we pystied; Without ==z
putting the car in'gear." By the timé she ground a taw S
pounds off tl:le gears and éngaged thé system; we: " -
were:pooped. Didn't ‘rpally matter; there was no way
that Lahdcrulsér was géing’ ere Buif dévint i
towards China.’ Next, f attemﬂt‘éd’fo rdckthie beast i
onto better footing but only succeeded:in.digging in .
déeper, But not'much deeper, baéausawhan Bonald :
and company-trled to'dig 1hdjw}tebls out'with-our bérs.
hands; In the freezing slest, wé:noted a.rather lafge "
boulder settled agalnstthe utiderchassls. We'evan
atternpted to-chop up the pédramo and-put fundgithe -

-| whesls but against-a hard rock and aihard place; né:" :
| way Jose. 9 finally: suggésted we.start walking back fo
| town to'get help butthat orily intensified Ronald's fran-
+| ticattenipts to'wiil the Landérulser out of the hole 165 -

| hell. I'was adamant; howeve. R@nalg’i'élantedrwhen &
= he saw my serious intent and ass’lgheéfnmna tﬁ']o?n :
.| meonthe long trek back to O|medo

TR PEsi

;': If anybody ever sawnr raad ih% story, "The”l.-ongr e
" walk," by Stephén ¥ing, youifhave a’preftydecent |

.....

idea about olir hike. The-clouds were lowdrinig, thy
rain was Intgnéifying-athid we had tio ga&F o WEroR |
nature’s attaék {I think | méntionied-JHat edriler biuf I~
warnteéd to emphasize tagain‘sinoéwe alsofailed'td
carry any shovels or Aty other Instruferits to-ald e
in the event ot a probiaim which is normal, standakd
commori sense). As Norma and l-crested the riée =

' leading down towards civitization, { turned backahd

wishied our stiil busy friends-mucha suerte. [t we'-
didn't find help it was going to-be-one-cold night on: the
mountain. It was already 2:30 p.m: @nd we had at -

Jleast 10 Kilbmieters to go. | prayed we'dfinda: - -

campesirio with a. horse.we could rent anditrudged on
alongthb mcky?daﬂ ok , ae

Luck was wlth us Once we claared tha oloud bank l;
actually turnéd out to be" @ decent aftarnoor.- The; . .
birds were singing, the cettle were grazing and at
least | had detent fobtwear for the:journey. -Norma’
had these pair-of strest shoes; fow out with pointed .
toes that were far better suited for an eysning-on the 5
dédncae floor thar for a trek on a rocky trall or @ hasty.. -
retreat away frarn an-enraged-bull:- |.couldn’t figure
out why Norma was-sa skittish around the cattie but .
then she reminded me they were bulis raised for the
ring. "Oh,*1 sald. By 4:00 p.m. we passed our first -
human-inhabited shack, but no horse around. ::

*Buenas fardes,. Sefor and howrtar Is it 1o Olmado?":-, :

"Qh thatfarl By the way, are thera any horses for - .

‘rant?” “No” Muchas grdclas y nos vemos,: -seflor.” .-

By 4:30 p.m. we round & corner Into two small boys. :



one on a‘horse arid the other on a blke. “Buenas
tardes, Nifhos. Is there any chance we can rent your
horse?” Do you take American Express?” “No. you
say; weli, how about VISA?" They weren't biting and -
on we walked. 1 tried the same tactic a couple more
times on the way down as we passed by riders. They
just weren't Interested in alding our emergencla. We
rounded another hili and there below us, way! ‘beiow
us, was Olmedo. At least our target was in slght

A cloud.of Qust slgnaled the approach of 4 vehicle.
“We're saved ‘weé're saved!” | cried. Norma stuck out
her bare calf and winked at the driver. (He wasn't
interested either and Norma's a good-looking lady.
Kind of went agalinst a cultural given.) Soon the dust
ocloud settied and so did our spirits. By the time the
tifth camlon flew by without even an “Ho/a”| was get-
tihga pretty good Idea the natives just weren't inter-
ested in community assistance. Norma even tried to
| hail the locals in their hoines to see if we could use a
phone. No response. Nothlng What was it with
these people? - j

A iittle_past 5 p.m,. we staggered into Olmedo, having £

Jjust migsed the bus leaving for Cayambe. Norma
inquired from one of the locals about the use of a
phone and they toid us we would have to retumto -
Oimedo, but the phone wouldn't be working until 7:30
p.m. Return to Olmedo? Did | hear right? Sure
enough, we passed by the crossing about two kiiks
bdck. Shiti ‘What more could happen? Another truck
staﬂqd to pass us by and this time feariess Norma
jumpéd directly in its path and demanded a ride. The
{driver had no cholce, stunned almost, by the bold-
ness of my friend. 1 guess this must be the way to get
attemion In this part of Ecuador.

At last we reached Olmado and started to search for
sometine who would rent their services to haul us
back to the Landcruiser and out of the hell hole.
Stationary people are a lot easier to reckon with but |
couldn’t belleve how, with all we offerred. Even with
wads of bllls in our hands, they ignored our piea or
batted us to'the next possibliity which always tumed
out}p be no possibility at all. Nobody, it seemed
warned to help. We eventually stumbled upori a- per-
son, most prohably not a local, who was willing'to
take us on to Cayambe, not back up the mountafn to
our, most likely, stiffening friends. We fhiad one hope
left @ind it all depended on hrstseing home

On the way down the deluge hit. it didn't just rain, it
poured buckets, aguacero et. ai. About half-way
down'l saw this man lying in the ditch, head cocked
back against the earth, dead, drowned in his own
vomit. It was then | learned that Olmedo and the sur-
rounding towns were into this big fiesta. 1 wondered

what all those people were doing napping in ditches,
along the road or anywhere Mr. Trago planted them.

It was also possible that was why no one wanted fo

aid us, being D/a de San Pablo (de! Soi) and all; but
naw, It had to be in the genes. ‘it was dark when we
reached Cayambe and my INEFAN:friend Lujs
Martinez wasn't home. So, | thought; we: ganjust go
over to the Periman’s place and they'll know:what to
do. Anyone who can deal with-young kids tiie way

they do, can do anything, right?} They werent homa -*'- :
either. Just for the fun of it we passed by Luis" housa j
again to Inquire of his neighbors if they'd seen him'=-
around or knew where he was—and he.was home.: ="
Oh joyl. Luils, great; “Buenas noches, Sefior. ;Qué
pasa, mi amigo? Want to go up to-Lago San Marcos
and rescue our buddies?” Always:got to-get-the greet-

ings out first before you hit an Ecuadorian up with a

request. Norma took over then and set things straight
and within minutes we were loaded for bear and head-
ed out for the salvation. It was 7:30 p.m. and | stiil
hadn't eaten breakfast. | was flagging fast but

Norma’s intrepid spirit kept me going. Besides, |
wasn't about to be done In by a chick in dancing

shoes. Norma had bought essentlal food stuffs: pota- .
to chips and candy bars to help revive our weary
friends and in Oimedo we borrowed a tow rope and /a .
pala from a reluctant farmer who maybe felt guilty far.,.
not aiding us with his tractor earlier.- By 8:30 p.m.,- we"
topped the mountain pass and: found-our stiff friends
huddied In the Landcruiser signaling Joy with their
headlights. Misael hopped out of the car and
exclaimed, “Los pensamos ahandonarnos?” After
waiting for six hours perhaps i.woutd think the same.
Ronaid Leén seemed nonplusssd.

Marcelo Mejfa had by this time maneuvered the 4-
wheel drive camion back to an area where we could.
attach the tow rope to the Landcruiser. This done,
and with six big men and one strong lady pushing, we
couldn't even budge the thing. We tried many varia-
tions of push and pull for ali the world, looking like a
bunch of pigs in a sty, without success. Finally, Luis
suggested to Ronald we depart for the night and
return in the moming. It was a hopeless situation.
The expression on Ron's face was as if we were
abandoning his child. Fortunately, the mind of steel
bent and we left for Cayambe where Ronald, Norma



and Misael would spend the night
at the:house of Esteban y yo. But
first, we-all needed food; the
gandy and arapkers just didn't out
. We«all orammed Into. Luls’
camlonetaand le!t the - ..
Landcrulser in the ghostly shadow
of mooniit Cayambe

Fifteen kilome{etﬂater we were In

libgration of theé Landorulser.
_Well, it was figgia time and every-
"8ne,’save mé, ook a few shots of
Tuld’ polsain '(trago) offered by the
park guard.: Luis seemed pretty
happy on the wdy up.the moun-
tain, now he was quite exuberant.
We tried to return the-tractor own-
ers tow rope and.(a pa/a but no
amount of.ravelrr-on our part
stirrect anyanato answer, .. . ..
Temorrow, we would da our, duly
and hope the kind people of .
Oimedo would show.thelir true _-'
charagcter of self-iess assistance.
Taomorraw. |. would look before tak-
ing my.first step Igto the kitohen. .
Tomorrow would natbe a cat-ghit-
kind-of-a-ciay, ‘Tomotrow never .
camg for the hapless Vigtim of Mr.
Tragoy Who stili lay unattended ina
ditch the other $ide of eternity.”
And we all dréamed of tomorrow
when stripped of mud and in our
béds we tumned the llghts but at
the stroke of mldnight

Ron Krupa, cayanibe"(ﬂdhlncha)

Postscript:- The candor crew ief:
béok for Olmedo by 5:30 a.m., = -

£They never.did-find.a truck.or trac-
tor fo.help-sei-the Landoruiser.
free., -They-endedup hiring.a
bunch ot paople with garden tools
to.dig it out. They succeeded at
2:30 p.m. in hauling it out from
over a foca glgants. Me? Well,
let's just say. L%aci made other,
plans for the day and stayed a
whole lot cleaner ‘and kept my feet
out of mierde de gato.-

"Quote Corner"

by Jodi Hdmmer, Urcuqui (Imbdhura)

-

'

g ;’.

Well, the El Clima mailbox is not yet overflowing with
quotes for my little’Quote Corner, so my initial: ideaiof -

being able to choose from the wealth of quotes reeewed
and organizing them in themes, is’ perhaps a bit prema-

ture (although I 8till hope to achieve that level on€ daﬁ)
So, I guess for this issue, I'l1 include the qnot.es Ireceived
from .the. TWQ (yes, 2) volunteers who-have: responde«d

so Tar, and perhaps add a few myself. No-common'
theme,'-.q-iii'te rafdém i__n 'ftict, but :I ‘hope yott"e'njoy;"

“Injustice anywhare Is'a threat to /ustlco eve‘ry-

where.”
Martin Luther King, Jr. -

(submitted by Steve Green, Loreto; N,gpo)

“The grbatest use of Iifc is to spend- t_’t }’ar same—
thing that outlam it i :

William James

“Avcident rules every corner oj‘ the u'niverse
exéept the chambers of the lmman hear’t o

DaVid Guterson, Snow Falling on Cedarg -
(both qgotes submitted by Pete Fontaine;" Guayaqutl)

A ,l

To end, I guess I'll add a few of my own, both by the

same author.(and I'm sure you’ll *se,e more of His qubtes
in the future from me, as he’s one. q]’,my, favorites) 5

t.:i', "

A

“Many people wish Hsey ctmld cha.nge Mseu er o
.when all they need to do is change thelr atntude

toward life.” .
Javan: -

Ay

W, e
r -

N

"At:the end of euch day we- should be one step

clo;er to what we should be.”

Iavan _' ;

3

T

"Now, 4n sp‘fte o‘r the rather empty mailbox thus far, I

know you all have pIenty of great quotes,.80 please sen;l
them in to me, ¢/o El Clima in the PC office. __'_I‘ha_qk__s,! _

Eagerly awaiting your submissions, Jodi-
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by Andr s Amador, Cuenca

As any reader of ' my articles
knows, i'm a pretty big movie .
buff. You were with me, tearfully
following my adventures and tra-
vails in the video store from hell
(see

Feb/March
Clima).

But the

mayhem and fun doesn't stop
there. -In the course of my time
here, I've seen a pretty Impres-

sive number of movies—most of |

‘em were completely forgettabie.’
But ya' know, often the movie
itself is only half the fun.

Forrest Gump had It pretty close
with his little chocolates and life
bit. However, a more appropri-
ate analogy-for the Ecuadorian
audience would have been, “Life
Is lke a vldeo-equlpped bus; you
_never know what you're gonna .
seo.” Everyrideisilke
Christmas. It's not until the
movie comes on that you discov-
er if all you'll be getting this sea-
son Is a set of tighty whities-and .

socks or if it's the latest kung-fu. |,

grip, remote controlled, ethnical-
ly-correct Barble.
Several questions come to mind:

Ohe: Does the video manual 14

not have 2 Spanish section? (O .
it couid be that eternal transla-

tion problem—see last section of
article). How come no ayudants

. can seem to figure out how to

Movie

dne

-(--revisited)

make that video time display dis-
pear? It's not oniy annoying,

“ lt’can downright destroy a subti-

tied film. Why wouid anyone
stand for it?

Two: Why are subtitied movies
chosen anyway? The TV Is usu-
ally too far away from the majorl- -
ty of the riders to be legibie.

And if It were, the Images are hit
by the doubie whammy diseases
of decrepit-monitor fuzziness. - .-
and bootleg videp. corrosion.

Three: Why would any itellectu-
al movie, psuedo or otherwise,
ever make It on-board? Buses

- are not places to engage in unin-
-terrupted, quality thought. | .

don’t know about you, but I've
sat through some of the most
absurd and obscure feel-good |
American-triumph Olymplc
movies. Ahh, how | relax con-
tentedly In my seat when good

ole Arnie flick comes on.

Four: Carlos Michelena—
WHY??1l

Theaters

i love watching movies In-tfie ‘.=
thedter. “You gt the “larger- + +
than-iife” action in"all its magnifi-*
cent, bloody; olose-up, eardruh‘l-» '
poppln ‘exclitement (unless :
you’re
watchlng >
s s
wussy
-movie ..
llke, uh, “Sense and Sanslblllly")
But more than the smoking kids . -
in.the row behind you, more. than.
the chatting crowds who ysually. -
don't need to actuglly ljstgmo
the dlalogus, morg-thenthe .
speaker system that is usually- - -
on the biink and the screen that-
Inevitably has the permanent
run-smear of the Coke that was
thrown at it, there's this crazy lit-
tle thing that'never fails to hap- -
pen, known in the business as,
edltlng-as—you-go

It came o my'attemlon dur{ng _
my flrst trip to Ecuadorian cine-
ma to see “Speed,” which | had
already seen In tfie States.
Suddenly, a goqd 10 minutés
was cut. And then later on, all -
the clues that led to the captyre
mysterlously vanished in a puff
of cellulotic splicing. From thén
on, | rarely saw a movie that
wasn’'t missing a scene or two. .
Sometimes the cut was obvi- _
ous—two enemles are suddenly
in bed together or the hera who
was faclng an inescapable death
is now sipping a margarita. And
then other times the shortening
was a bit more subtie. But, of
course, | could never be sure. A
character that seemed some-
what central would never be
seen from again and you
couidn’t heip wondering If that
person’s fate wasn't ianguishing
ing in some South American
trashbin somewhere. i've slnce
become paranolid.



The real charm of ginema lies In
the translation;something that
can be enjoyad at the theater or
on video. I'have yetto finish'a
movie without having accumulat-
ed a list of transjated phrases
and words that defy understand-
ing. It becomes ail too clear why
action movies are so mugh more
popular here. ‘Added to the fact:
that there's. usually less to read
(a plus on those blurred, distant .
bus TVs), there's corresponding-

Who do they get to translate?
And what are their qualifica-
tioris?  With things Ilke *home”
bacoming “no” or, *hear” becom-
Ing "care” or “this air” becoming,
“| was here,” you have to won-
der..Now | can be. generous and
say.that the translator would
have o have an excellent know!-

edge of American history. geog-

raphy and culture to not make,
“Nothing like d good Wingtip
(shoe)” Into, “Nothing like a good
tip”® or, “Still got your Malibu -
(car)?” into, "8tiil golng to -
Malibu?" or “Poseiden (the:ship)”
into, “president.” | ean pleture
the guys seratching thejr heads
wondering what was being
talked about and trylng to make
the bestof it. Andinorderto
‘catch Ameriogin siang and the
.use of other languages: in"our
speech, the transiator wouid -
have to be pretty good. Thus

ly less translaﬂons fomessyou |

did "kosher" turninto “lmportant"
and%d my'man?” become, -
“you worried?™ It certainly -
expiains "The Nick of Time" - ..
being translated as "£/ Tiempo
de Nick." -Althaugh, how “amigo”
turned into, “} go,” is beyond me.

Sometimes a translation is just
welrd; such as the movie,
“Hanllng with the Homeboys,”
ending up as “Cuatro locos en
Nueva York' and™Le Big Mac”
from “Pulp Fiction” becoming,
“Blg Mac de Amor.” These don't
change anything In the movie,
only make reading the subtitles
more Interesting. However,
rarely are the translating fumbies
80 harmless. Glory be that my
understading of most movies
here Is based on listening. .
When & bad subtitle comes up, |
oan't help but wonder what the
average, non-English speaking

- Ecuadorian is making of it all. A

good portion of the time, & bad
translation would simply ke
the viewer wonder why It would
be sald; such as, “five mirutes
governor” turning Into, “my-fién
governor” or, “oh dear” becom-
ing, “no idea" or “army”some-
how ¢hanging Into, “all around
ma . .

Then there are translations that
would impede an understanding
of the dlalogue. When “barter”
becomes “border” and “need a
lift?” becomes, “need a'gola?” or,
"he’s a fighter” mutates into,
“he’s & biter,” you would have to
serlously try to grasp what they
were referringto

But then there are the transla-
tions that come stréight out of
left field. These ones are so
weird, so abrupt and so out of
context that an entire scene can
be changed by It—or you're so
involved with figuring out what's
going on that the rest slips by. “|

can't” becoming, *1 can,” couid -
throw a wrench In the works.:
And how In the worid did, “we
want by your home” become, .
“you vamited” or, “you passed _ .
out” turn Info, 'ypu ate.
breakfast"?‘" endl S

Some moviés doa’ b’éttef job
than others, §o/l'f’&s8uning the’
translators ¢ams from a slightly
higher class. hiring pooi.“And ..
then spome movigs'seémed to .
have hired folks right off.the -
street as inthe.case, of, "Bob
Roy," whosa every.other llng
was mistransiated, 1urmnq the
movie'Into a huge chaolig," "

- Incomprehensible mess of i

wimpy English fems and manly" -
Scottish studs.  But the &lltime
winner so far came from “Pulp-
Fiction,” from whose dlalogue
came way.to many fubs to .
chronicle. Bruce Wilils has. - .
escaped the 'web'.and I picking
up his girifriend who asks him
where he got his fiotorcycle. ‘He
responds, “it's ngt@ wistorcycle -
baby, it's a choppar.2ihstead, =
Spanish i gou gyl
speakers read, “it's nat a,«motor-
cycle baby; it'sa hgllcopter ” ()

Author's request

i'd like to do something similar to
the quotes page but with transig-
tions. So send s ysardia-- -
logue- destruying duds, your -
scene-smashing slips; your plot-
pummeiing pitfalis of translation.
Piease Inciude what movie.it's.
from and any useful background
information. Thanksle . .,



Did you ever Imagine there
could be a postscript to Karl?

An antidote perhaps? By way of
Introduction, | am Mary Ellen
Banks, and | am In Ecuador with
el padrs de Karios. By the time
you read this we will be home,
but our PC Parent Adventure wili
have lasted.nearly a month. We
arrived on June 5, 1996, and

and | reallzed that your “office
without walls” spreads across
an entire country without quick,
easy access to each other. Ina
country with barely an infra-
structure, your work and adjust:
ment are all the more difficult.
You do not have the usual work
piace opportunity to sit around
and laugh at Dilbsrt over coffeée

feel better fast, and you brood
and second-guess and worry-
wart yourseif to piéces tryifig to-
cognitively take bits and pieces
of mformaﬂcn and organize
them info & coherent and mean-
ingful whole. . .

You have not only had belng

~ lonely to contend with,-heing’

scheduled our return for July 2, and bemoan the iatest up-the- bored to deal with;:and-being .-
1996.- We have spent nearly two | line.decision. :Dealing with frustrated because nobddy - - "=
years planning this trip—reading workplace frustration in small seeméto oare that you aré an~ :
about Ecuador, promising Karl bits at fiéquent intervals can be rdealistlc pbrson 1ry|ng foput -
we would be Inconspicuous, and productive because we can your ueart and scul into your,
assuring ourselves we t:nuld do move on ,ahd stay focused on work and no one seems toget
whatev- . . = our dally it. You are also isolated from .
er Karl - ...',,-. AN ﬂcy Tgeﬂmy work your various ©Omnibus com- §
deemed . -. : ragy o goals. pafieros and ‘mayjfe even your
a sultable Ecua-Odyssey. : That may-seem like a minor lux- | soclal networkon ‘&regulw

ury for workplace contentment, | basis. Instoad of dally to weekly
Part of getting cognitively ready butitis one ycu»lack.r it is 23" contacts, your work place
for Ecuador was my avid perusal replaced by~ 3 : encou_l'rgers
of El Clima. | found | was get- mearis of interac- Eﬂ ‘maybe hever
ting to know many of you vicarl- | tion and comma- Sp KgN . reach that kind

ously. | truly began to feel Zeno
de Ecualand was a son erro-
neously not dropped on my
doorstep by a, for sure, you - .
know, like California stork. |
eagerly afait'every instaliment
of Dr. Esteban, Veticine Man, felt
the confusign-and angst of Juan
Carlos, the frustration of the
nurses, ahd suffered the trauma
of ETs. El Cllma was a link to
my son, anakprovrded tangible
data regarding feelings, beliefs,
paradigm shifts and personal
growth and development.

As a psychgl’pglst I realized that
El Clima serves you all a very
useful function. | had.shared a
couple-of articles with an assocl—
ate who-remarkad, “Gash, they
complain about work struggles .
and job frustration‘just like any-
one else in the world.” My friend

nication which only serve to dis-
tort and prolong the agony of, in
reality, little dilemmas that could
be more quickly resolved with' -
face-to-face communication, a.
quick phone chat; a fax, WEB
note, etc. Instead, timeand - -
space decrease the chance to '
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of threshold and therefore you
suffer stress and anxiety.
Something-that is just as impor-
tant to deai with on a personal
level as taking your Aralen and
bclling ihe water. :

| can’t begin to deal with just
how to do ttiat ln this Karlesque
after-image, or. else I'd end up in
Peace Corps myself. |, can only
say that Imet a number of you
in my first 10 days in
EcuadorLand, and | am
Immensely Impressed by your
dedication, zeal, commitment
and endurance. Not everythlng
turns out exactly as we pian
sometimes, and whether you
ETd, went the limitoreven
extended, you aii have the com-
mon experience of learning
‘more about yourself and refining
the person you are. Some of .-



*s

you may have experienced
<more trial and tribulation on that
‘trall, yet each of your terminai
outcomes are different, just as
you ‘all iived your virtual
EcuaReality in varying ways. In
the peychedrama of El Clima,
the fused experiences of all of
you seem to'play out on an ebb

" and flow 5f messiiges of hépe

and comfort to each other.
There are really no failures
here, even though you may feel
like you failed yourseif or others,
especially if you left early, or you
couldn’t convince someone to
hang-tough, or you feel badly
you did not recognize just how
down someone may have been.
| would argue that out of your
own crisis you came to a difficult
decision which was and Is one
that continues as you have to
return home and explain time
and again why you are back; or
you grappie with your lack of
compassion for or recognition of
the need of another. No easy
solution exists in most cases;
particularly when your emotions
continue a dialectical duel and
your scruples, guilt, pride, anger
and helplessness endure. But,

out of crisis and even presumed
failure do come good gain. We

_most often learn more about

ourselves and construct new
interventions to help us through

-the next time we are posed with

the difficult, untried, confusing
and painful.- Thet is, after all,

-how we: maturg and evolve as

people in our multi-oultural
world,

Now a personal observation of
mine after 10 days and so far
being In Guayaquil, Alandaluz,
Portoviejo, Qulto and a Secoya
puseblo pretty darn near as far.
away as Zeno's Ecualand. | °
know that on my sixth day in
Ecuador, as | tried to contend
with my poco a poco castellanc,
| started to hear an indigenous
language in the dark after nearly
a 12-hour piane, truck, and
canoe trip, | was bewiidered and
overwheimed. The next morn-
ing.after a terrifically poor night's
sleep, | just sobbed arid ques-
tioned my own sanity in agrae-
ing to this leg of my journey. -
Now, in retrospect, | made it

through that day and the contin-

ued physical and mental chal-
lenges of my five-day rainforest
expedition. And, | have ieft
Ecuador knowing that Karl and
each of you | have met person-
ally and read about in El Clima,
work here each day at much
personal sacrifice and face .
exciting and, at times, daunting
challenge. | have even more
respect for you now and know
you all are keeping promises to
yourselves to be all that you can
be. . . walt, | guess that's the
Army. Never mind, dude. - =

_Wlfh much admiration and pride,
Mary Ellen Banks®
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some . z
pointlast . . ..

winter, asIsatmmycabmm
rural Alaska, an idea came to
me. ‘I qhould go back to
Ecuador thig summer.” A few
days later I called a Texas pal
of mine from the Omnibus and

- presented my idea. It coincid-

ed with his need to at least

- pretend that he was doing.

research for his disgertation.
- and so.the idea became a plan.

‘1CO8'd in 1991 and the Peace
Corps experience has never .
been far from my mind, I read
my old journals and I rpca]l
the endless games of salitaire
by candlelight, the frustrating
bus rides and the loneliness of
being far from home. These.
memories hawever, are virtual-
ly erased by the reality of what
my two yearsin Ecuador have
meant to me. : .

In the past five years, Tve
rarely gone a day without
thinking of some aspect of the
experience, Ithink Inever
realized the whole impact until
I returned this summer. I
went to'my gite with plans to
stay “a few days I endedd wp
staying for.six and wighing I
hadn't told friends that I would
meet tHem back in Quito,
“Sunday, at the latest.”

I would not classify myself as a
model Volunteer. It took me
quite a.while to find my niche
as a development worker. I
struggled to think of 'ways to
reach the farmers in the vil-
lage. I came to understand
what some of the elder PCVs
meant when they said, “You



A s f".d- S
doi’kget anythmg ‘donie
‘the setond year.” But all
timtimel spent trying to do:"
Pf" ;*good?eace Corps work, I was

ething else that T was

: doing gom
*“ barely gonscious of, While my

“eharlas di ot receive rave

reviews, &itfl my attempts to

implement new silvopastoral

systems f6fl‘'on’ mostly deaf

ears, ] wis'glowly being accept-

ed asa good neighbor,

I WOuld play soccer with a lot of

the locals—kids and adults. I
attended funerals and an occa-
sional cthurch service, I helped
an elderly man catch his pig
when it got loose. On top of all
this, I think my greatest
momente were had from 5 to 6
p.m, eéick evening when I
would goto see the widawed
1ady, Aﬁiéﬁce Garcés, across
the plaza figm me. We would
sft down on her bed and play

y. “fis we listened to the
radib ‘This became our tradi-
non ahd at 6 p.m. she would go
‘to;her ‘sister’s house to watch
thé r_:,ovda and I would goto
the'edge of town to watch the
sunset.

Now, tlus may rot seem like

much development work and it
sure didn’t feel like it at the "_‘
time, But interacting with my
nelghbors and being seen .
around town became my devel-.

opment strategy. I soon real-

ized that I-wouldn't be able to
create functional silvopastoral
systemg with each farmer and

so I concentrated on my rummy

artner We did some beautiful
pro;ects with Aliso, Acacia and

- Cipres. It was not only satisfy-

ing on a professional level but
also on a personal level. 1
would spend afternoons tramp-
ing through the campo with a
costal of trees on by back; - - -

struggling to keep up with this
sixty-year-old woman who was
all the time telling me Etouea
about this farmer or that tlear-
ing. ' The experience of planting
trees with a neighbor, someone
I cared about, and who con-"
versely looked out for me, - '
became the highlight of my - '_‘
Peage Corps service. That .
woman and her land became
my focus Of course, my work
with ‘Qoﬁe América did not.go.
unnoticac Slowly and cau-
tiously ¢ other farmers would
ask me what we were doing
with her pasture. Iwould give
them my quick lecture on the
value of trees, especially when
prudently placed in pastures.
Sometimes they listened and
we would plan a project togeth-
er, other times theyj”ust nodded
and said, “Estd bien.

That was the basis of my dé'v“elj-'
opment work. It wasn'’t a huge
AID project and it didn’t - -
involve massive community
mobilization. It was just me
being a good neighbor. I am
not writing this to demgrate
large projects. My point is that
you don’t need to have exten-
sive quantifiable records and
numbers to be a successful
Volunteer. I don’t know how
many treesl planted or how
many farmers I worked with, I
don’t think I did enough to halt

the environmental degradation:
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in the village.

see that 1 took’ Jua£ B
';on the joirney to Beforest Bﬂ%

replenish the locdl padtures;:”

However, any flonbts 'had as

to my success paa%lum;aan

were washed gway swhen ] .

villag

Most of gllj eannot. ft:ggt«Dona

Amériéa hugging me’'and say-

ing, “Tt he extraﬂado demaaia—

do.” pCata .
o

I don’t likp+to praselytize or
sound like a red, white and -: =
blue advocate for the Peace
Corps But I wanted to just
give youa gentle reminder that
even if it may not seem like ' b
mich right now, your semce ¥
will #ffect you and your com-
munity forever, This trip has
been: very emotional for me a5 -
it has Jeft me feeling very = -
proud to-be a part of Peace
Carpg and to have served in
Ecuador. It is a beautiful coun-
try w1t11 beautiful people, and
you are a part of it. :
Apr‘dvé’chese[ A

Douglas Kleemeier
Omni. 59—Bilovan, Provmce of
Boltvar'



Me gustarfa iniciar este articulo
con una breve historiadel % |
Programa de Ganaderfa, hoy -
Produceién Animal. Hace -
aproximadamente 26 afios, el
Cuerpo de Paz, con la ayuda del
Heifer Praject Int’]., Fundacién
Brether y el Ministerio de
Agricultura y Ganaderis, inicia-
ron un proyecto demostrativo de
ganaderfa en Santo Domingo de
los Colorados. El propé6sito fue
el de ayndar a los ganaderos que
se iniciaban en la zona, costa y
oriente, a mejorar la genética
de sus pequefias explotaciones
ganaderas.

Como primera accién se impor-
taron algunas razas de ganado
para earne. Al pasar tres afios
el proyecto se definié por la raza
Brahaman. Para conseguir
este objetivo se desarrollaron
cursos de gariaderia bésicos, en
el mismorancho, que lleva -
hasta ahora el nombre de su
fundador Ronald, el fue el
primer Voluntario asignado a
este proyedto, y como cosa
curiosa, Ronald regresé a
Ecuador a los 15 afios para
realizar el primer entrenamien-
to técnico del programa en
Ecuador. .

Como las necesidades de 1a zona
y similares cambiaron, el "
Rancho Ronald inicié un progra-
ma de lecheria, llevando ani-
males Holstein F, desde la sier-
ra, Varios fracases intentaron
desistir del proyecto, para ese
entonces, la produccién de leche
en la zona era casi inexistente;
en la actualidad, Santo Domingo
abastece de leche a la zona de
Cayambe.

Para apoyar el proyecto de
lecheria, se creé un centro de
capacitacién que incluye aulas,

dorrmtonos, oomedores, casa de
profesores y espacio de
recreacion; se realizaron varios
dfas de campo, cursos, progra-
mas de extension, folletos, stc.;
se han capacitado aproximada-
mente unos 2,000 pequenos
ganaderos en técnicas de manejo
de ganado; se han entregado el
mismo niimero de reproductores
de razas.mejorantes (Brahaman
y Holstein), a precios de costo.

La AID ha jugado un rol muy
importante en este proyecto, que
sin lugar a dudas, cumplié en
ese tiempo el propésito para el
que fue creado. Luego, cuando
cambi6 la expectativa de los
pequerios finqueros, el Rancho
Ronald también propuso alterna-
tivas como una queserfa, que
fue la primera en la zona. Hoy,
hay docenas, algunas de ellas
para competir en Quito y
Guayaquil.

Para fomentar esta idea de la
agroindustria, también se diefon
varios cursos, se hicieron fol-
letos, etc. Como alternativas de
mejoramiento de la finca,:se
plantearan en el Rancho Romnald
proyectos de biogas, peces,
cuyes, conejos, cabras y ovejas de
pelo.. Estos proyectos también
realizados ¢on ]a ayuda de AID.
Igualmente cumplieron e objeti-
Vo, quiz4s no en la misma
dimensién, como los-proyectos de
carne, leche y el centro de capac-
itacion,

Con estos antecedentes ocurri-
dos en la zona de Santo
Domingo, hoy una de las zonas
de mayor produccién de carne y
leche del pafs, me gustarfa
referirme a<]a historia de la
ganaderfa enila Sierra -
Ecuatoriana. Tradicionalmente
todo el callején internandino del

Carchi al Macarg ha sido pro-
ductor de leche, a tal punto que
era patrimonio de 1a sierra la
produccién dg -6tk producto y la
costa solo para produccidh de
carne, Pero los hechos han cam-
biado esta historia. Una de las
razones para este cambio obvia-
mente ha sido el crecimiento
poblacional (gente, construc-
ciones, etc.), el mal uso dela
tierra, los nuevos cultivos, los
problemas polfticos (tenencia de
1a tierra). Debemos sumar a
esto la situacién de la
amazonia, poca orientacidn
para la explotacién racional de
este tipo de suelos (colonizacién
esponténea). :

Estos factores han dado lugar a
que el Programa de Ganaderia
del Cuerpo de Paz replantee sus
objetives. Hace ocho aiios,
dividimos el programa en
ganaderfa (leche, carne) y ove-
jerfa; este dltimo lo iniciamos
con ANCO, ayudando a mejorar
la produccién de lana en el pafs,
a tal punto que el Ecuador
depende ahora menos de la
importacién de lana, y ANCO se
ha fortalecido. En otra ocasién
me g'uatarfa anahzar este pro-
gram,a, o

Desde hace dos afios, el ‘progra-
ma tuvo que dar un giro, fucio-
nando los dos; no golo parala
facilidad del manejo del progra-
ma, sino también para responder
alas necesidades actuales de los
peguefios campesinos. Ahora,
tenemos el programa de =
Produccién, Animal, conun
enfoque a la diversidad én la
finca, consldprando que las
especies menores.como ovejas,
cabras, cerdes, cuyes, conejos,
aves, llamas, alpacas, peces, abe-
jas, tienen muchas ventajas;
entre otras: el poco espacio que



ocupa la infraestructura para su
manejo, poca inversidn, fcil
administracién, ocupa mano
de obra de toda la familia. La
compra vent ps mas ficil; se
p\l&ﬂ& uﬁJlﬂar para mejorgr la

alimentacién y nutricién de la
familia y 1o mas importante per-
miten el reciclaje. Pusden uti-
lizar ¢on facilidad los productos
y subproductos de la finca, como
forrajes arbustivos, banano,
yuca, etc.

El objetivo de ayudar al mejo-
ramiento de la explotacién de
especies menores estd basado
también en el hecho de que ¢l
campesino ecuatonano tiene
interés y vocacmt; para criar
estos animales. Esto se puede
ver ficilmente, Jamentable-
mente, con ningun tipo de mane-.
jo y como consecuencia de esto,
jamés tendrén rentabilidad y
mucho menos podrén hacer
proyectos complementarigs, -
como la agricultura a pequefia
escala (huertos) Ohvmmente, el
programa no excluye a los bovi-
nos.

Estamos pensando, que no solo

el programa de produccién ani-

mal del Cuerpo de Paz, basado

claro est4 en ]as necesidades de

- Jos campesinos, reoriente su

-gstrategia de apoyo a l_a produc-
cién pecuaria, sino todos log ™
organismos de desarrollo que
estén vinculadps con el sector a
nivel pequeﬂo

-Las migatxvas en. esta d1recc16n,

:!t;:fx

han tenido resultados positivos.

. Me gustarfa mengionar algunos

de ellos.
-Produccién de congjos y cuyes

| en San-Marcos, iniciado hace un-

“Bfio} hoy-sg-urldgmpresa mpdelo
para muchos de la comtinidad y - -
fuera de ella. Para mds informa-
cién dirigirse a PCV Russ
Harris,

-Produceidn de cerdos en El
Empalme, comenzando de cero
hace dos afios, hoy es un proyec-
to modelo. Han iniciado el mejo-
ramiento de la produccién de cer-
dos de al menos 40 finqueros.
Para mas informacién dirigirse a
Owen Ross.

-Proyecto de aves, postura y
carne, comenzando de cero con_
comunidades Shuaras, hoy ya
estédn comercializando y lo que es
mas contribuyendo a disminuir
la presién en la fauna silvestre.

-Proyecto de cabras lecheras, ini-
ciado en la Penfnsula, la zona
donde hay muchas cabras sin
ningiin manejo. Heather Askey
puede dar informacién; también
Tamara Lindell en el Chaco con
cabras lecheras.

-Proyecto de chanchos en
Cayambe. ElDr, Steve
McLaughlin puede ayudar con
mas mformacién

-Proyecto de llamas y aJpacas en
Chimborazo. Tracy McCracken
puede mformar en det.alle

Proyecto de l'mrregos, en San
Lucas, y Chimborazo, Karin
Chambeidain ¥ Jerénimo Socha
son los que tienen méds informa-
cién. Estos son ejemplos de los
muchos en los que el programa
estd trabgjando.

Jorge Delgado, APCD--
Animal Production®
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Well sports fans; Erica is off in
the Galdpagos neutering iguanas
so I'm at the helm this ish. First
of all a big BIENVENIDO to the
new Animal Production group
and Saludos tambien to all you
bark-eating Forestry, Ag., and
Environmental types. We have -
three new veterinarian
Volunteers, Drs. Amy Karsten,
Carolyn Engle and Lora Baker-
Davis. 1hope one of you guys
has a literary bent 'cause Erica
and I are looking for new blood
(authors, that is).

POBRE PIGUITOS .
A letter flooded into the ol’ mmI-
box last week from Ow_en “The
Undertaker” Ross of El -
Empalme. He writes:
“Dear Drs. Esteban and Enca, .
They've got me playing Dr. * - -
Kervorkean down here and our *
pet cemetery is rapidly ﬁlling
up! To date I've buried five
cuyes and six piglets. I've only -
been here two weeks and look =
what I've donel” Qwen goes on"
to say he's lost or
Kervorkianized six out of 48
piglets in four litters, He asks,
“Am I losing more thar a normal
number of piglets per litter, and
what can I do to prevent tlns""

Dear Dr. Death,

According to Dr. Jorgen
Svendson of the Swedish
University of Ag. lciences,
“Available statisties from E



meany countries show rather
unanimously that 20 to 25
percent of the total number .
of piglets die before

and this high mortality rate
doesnot appear to have
chistiged significantly in the’
put twenty years” -

Now, I figure any conntry 80
advangéd as to have pro- -
duced both Swedish meat-
balls AND Ace of Base ought
to kmow what its talking .
about when it comes to pig-

gles, -

Let’sjust dothemuththen, I
ﬂmllwe? Q

Owen, loslng six piglets out
of 48 is a 12,5% loss. Studies
have shown that 80% of your
pre-weening deaths will ..
oceur in the first three-four
days of life. Even if you lose
a few more pobre pigiios-
along the way, you're still.
doing WAY better than aver-
age. Not too shabby, even for
a Texan. Excellent job,
Owen! Tell your farmers that
such losses are to be expeet-
ed and that they are doing
better than first world pig-
geries. Dr., S’vendﬁon also .
notes (ﬁ'om a of BET8"
ltters in Denmark), that you
can expeoct to lose 2.5 piglets
from = litter of eight and 4.8
piglets from a litter of 14,
Bottom line: The bigger the
litter, the more you lose. - °

e

For ‘submitﬁng this question, Dr.

Owen will receive a comp'lemen-
tary copy-of Stig Emarsson B riv-
eting treatise; “Agalactia in ‘
Sows,”: Just s little bedtime
readifig for those long buggy
coastdl nights; and no, Owen, its
not ancl-fi story about p:gs in "
space, -, -

'.I‘HIBVALE OFTEABB

Death may seéni a morbld topic,
but dying is a part.of the cycle of
life. Whether yaqu like it or not,
you may be called upon to help |
some poor animal out of this.-
world.: Sometimes the kindest
thmgyun can do for & hurting
creature'is to put it out of its
misery, Sometimes you qeed to
know how to slaughter an ani-
mal as quickly and humanely as
possible. Here, for what its -
worth, is how it is done. :
Small Ammal Euthanasis— °
Cuyes, piglets, cats, rabbits, etc.
Buy a bottle of ANESTHETAL
(Pentobarbital 63 mg/ml—Smith
Kline Beecham; 100 cc costs
about 40.000 sl.). . Look in your .
bigger, better stocked
Ag./Veterinary stores. Buy some
large 18 gauge needles and a
plasti¢’ syringe with a SCREW-
ON-HUB (if possible). The solu-
tion is thick.” If you tryto inject
it too fast through a small gauge
needle, the néedle may pop off a
regular syringe hub (the part .-
where the needle attaches). If
the needle pops offand .-

Penfofbi;.fﬁ 'sﬁrays: in you:r 'eyéé—‘—‘
WASH YOUR EYES OUT
IMMEDIATELY to avold comeal

damage

Lay thé'amnfal th its nght
side down, grasp the chest -
between thumb and forefirigers -
behind the elbow and feel for the
point of strongest hearﬁbeat’ ¥l
Inject 1 oo per-pound-of -
Anesthetal directly into tha
chest over this point. The needle
should go:in about one third-the
width.of the: eheét (into the :
heart). - "”'."'w'r“- 4

If you're in the heart, the animal
will die in sesonds, Ifyou're in -
thepleural spaces of thexhest, -
the’selution will absorb aver 15-:
30 ‘minutes and the animal‘will -
fall asléep; thén'die; All thisis; :.
is an overdose of anesthetic. The
animal dies inhis sléepand in.. :
my book that’s not a bad way to
go. .

NEVER EAT an animal euthas
nized with Pentobarb; ‘Buly’ -
them or burn thHent to proteet -

scavenging hungi'y dogs il “

5 't
NEVER re-usa your Euthanasla
synnge for any other miectx_qn

Euthanhsia—dogs pnmanly
Unless you know how to give an :
intravenaus injection through -.
the cephalic'vein of the foreleg,
you'll need & vet for this:- The-, '
heart injection can be done IN.. -
AN EMERGENCY, but:you need
a second person-to hold the dog
securely because.that big-needle.
hurts going in." Finally, it seems-
brutal, but if you have no medi-
cine you can put a hurting ani-; _
mal out ofltsmmery w1th a gu_n

f_- e s e



shot to the head. Put the gun
barrel behind an ear, pointed at
the nose, and shoot,

Large = l.auehte;z;- it
horses, cows and pigs. A gunehot
is best. We in the profession call_
this, “Acute Lead To:ncxty"—real-
ly acute. 2 ek

| '-“: e

Draw p,n;magmary between
the baea of eech ear and its oppo-
site eye, at the gpot in the
middle of the forebend where the.
lines crass (over the brain). Hold
the gun PERPENDICULAR (a
90 degree angle) to the forehead
and shoot.

If you do this right the animal
will drop like & sack of feed, dead
instantly. Don’t be alarmed by
spasms and kicking —thisis a
normal neurological reaction.
You can bring an animal into
position for this, calmly, by
putting out a bowl of feed.

Pigs—Put out a bowl of feed.
You can use a gun as above or do
the following: Whack the pig on
the forehead AS HARD AS YOU
CAN with a sledgehammer or
the backside (blunt side) of an
ax. This will stun him. Roll him
over on his back or side. There is
a hollow at the BASE OF THE
NECK, hetween the BREAST-
BONE and FORELEG. Put the
point of a long eight-inch knife in
this hollow, aimed for the tail.
Drive the knife in all the way,
then make a sweeping cut back
and forth INSIDE the pig’s neck
to cut the jugular vein and
carotid artery. An experienced
pig-raising campesino can show
you how to do this.

Conclusion:

Done right, these are good ways
to do a sad job. Done well, you
can help a poor animal out of this
vale of tears as quickly and pain-
lessly as possible. There are
much worse, inhumane methods,
as some Volunteers have seen.

Here in the third world, animals
serve human needs or not at all.
True pets are uncommon and
eyen human life can be all too.
cheap.. Your hest contribution to

| your community might beto °
 instill a greater sense of human-
ity towards animals, ironically,

by teaching people how to kill
more quickly and painlessly.

A STORY

A few months ago, Marfa
Etelvina C., a short, round and
usually cheerful woman came to
me, worried about her sow.
“Estd flaca,” she said, %y no
come.” Now a pig who won't eat
is one SICK piggie, so I went
right aver, The poor mangy
thing was nothing but skin,
bones, and lice. 1loaded her up
with long-acting antibiotics
(Oxytetraciclina LA 200 -
Indufar) and a vitamin mineral
mix for “fuerza.” Itold Marfa in
no uncertain terms that her pig
was on death’s doorstep and we
had done everything WE could;
now it was in the hands of God.
It was weeks later when I saw
Marfa again and asked her
about her sow. She screwed up
her face and told me severely,
“She died! That shot you gave
must have killed her!” I feigned
shock and replied, “Good God,
Maria, who is your veterinarian?
He must be an idiot to be killing
poor sick pigs like that!”

Marfa burst out laughing and
exclaimed, “You are! You're my
vet! You're Doctor Mata-
Puerco!” Her neighbors nearby
heard the ruckus and I was soon
surrounded by fat, cackling, lit-
tle indigenous women chanting,
“Dr. Kill-Pig, Dr. Kill-Pig; he’s
our vet!”

a3

I talked to Maria afterwards and
reminded her how badly off the
sow was in the first place and
how we do the best; we san, but. .
even with medicine sick animals
(and people) can still die.

The moral. Do what you can
do, but remember phrases like:
“No soy Jesus, no puedo hacer
milagros.”

“Hemos hecho lo que podemos."
"Ahora es en las manos de Dios
(y las patas de su puerco.,)”

“No soy veterinario, pero si
quiere mi opinion. . .”

The less you allow yourself to beta,
put on a pedastal, the more ra
human, fallible, yet involved you.,
appear, the better. The farmers *
will accept you, for better or
worse, as someone who like

them, is simply doing the best
they can, Don't, for instance, let
them call you “Doctore,” if yau
are not one. This gives you an
out and keeps expectations real-
istio. If things are looking
“grave”®, but the farmer has a
realistic expectation from you
that his animal may go “paias
arriba,” he won't get so upset (at
youw). If the animal lives, you're

a hero. Ifit dies, you were right,
at least. Lastly, if you're seeing
something that’s out of your
league, like a bad calving for
instance, don’t hesitate to tell

the owner to get a “real” vet,

ARTICLE LIBRARY

We've been getting requests for
info. on topics covered in previ-
ous issues like cuy management
and puppy vaccination. Before
the next ish, Erica and I will put
together a file of previous
columns and titles you can copy
in Quito. We'll publish the list
in the Oct./Nov. El Clima.

Keep them cards and letters
comin’!

Ciao,
Esteban “Dr. Kill-Piggie”
McLaughlin®



My Hair
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It is not very uncommon for ns ; malian hair follicles dycle
f&?’é‘ﬁ'@“"’“’mmtm“ hear he' | Trough g “When in 8 rsting

ve "
Mo g Mniby
Volv.meaa:'a . ,sngﬂdt nm, mer of fqllic.lg releas_es the hair and a
rience témporary hair loss dur- new hairbegins to grow.
ing their service. - Recently -
Peace Corps/Washington l l i
addressed this issue.in their a ng
mﬂy newsletter for

M
excerp: of?i,eafﬁ;:;:%;a Dar_ Restmg'haxr loss isa normal
Mark Miani, Medical . . randoh, low-level process that i
Consultant for PC Madlcal- can become syrichronized and
Semces. S noticeable-if soine trigger factor

b _ | causes a large numbér ofhair

“Poor dxet stress, hot weather = | follicles to enter the resting . ;
and medisation can all triggera pl;z'i: 2‘:‘3‘0 sﬂ?‘.tl‘;ﬁmeo Fbl"i y
mild, self-limited disturbance of Hae a;hcf‘n! ?ignii : l'afu alh'! wi]lw a a:tu :
Bolb L KIPRE M 160 .+ || L haveldaweatad Mair o
eifigvhig, Snomciton IV 5 | ding dudiicele hinir growshi b
sents itself as excessive hair loss g an e growih,

or sheddirig, and can result.in::-.
diffuse, temporary thinning of
the hair. While thissymptom .
can be very distressing, an -
understanding of the underlying
hair growth cydle and the fact -
that hair loss actually signifies -
hair regrowth can be reassuring. -

“With the' excepﬁ;n of poociles o

and afew other.animals, mam-

these. are usually not noticed. It

is not until hair growth resumes. -

that the troublesome symptom
of excéssive hair loss is seen.
This delay between the trigger
event and hair loss ranges from
weeks t6 months and makes. the
identification of the trigger :
event dlfﬁcult

“l‘he most extreme form ofhaar !
loss follows major stresses such’ -

as surgery or malnutrition. This
is stmilar to the changes seen in
fingernails, which can develop
deep ridges during periods of
stress when the nail also stops
growing.. Mqra commonly, the
mild types of hgir 1oss seen in
PCVs result from digtary . .
changes or. emotional stress ;
alsp’be agused hy relo-
where envi-
g cause a hair

ronmental trigs
shedding similar to that of ani-
mals los;mg their winter cpatin
the spring; PCGVs often' blame
medmgﬁbps, espemally anti~
malariglé, for their hair loss, .
and thesd'are pdsmble trigger
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factors as well, Several of these
factors are probably involved ifi '~
most cases ofhaxrloss m PCVs it

e

BUS mnmnnns i

Though the safety of mtar- '
provincial travel has improved -
greatly with the new Ejecutivo.
bus lines, bus travel still has its
dangers.  So here are a few
reminders to help mal;e your
tripa safe One' i s

» Especxally when new to a site,
talk to the people in your com-

@m&ﬂﬂﬂ&ﬂ?‘?‘?‘?

munity rabout bns rouﬁes, whidh
companies have the hast sched- "
ules, reputations and aamdept -
records. The snialler bt{deta}are
often quicker, but many tlmes
not as safe. _

* Buy your ticket in advance so
that you can select your seat.
Choose a seat mear thecenter of -
the hus. The forward seats are
more dangerous in‘the evenhtof: -
an accident and the back seats -
are furthest away from the front
exit. Never sit in the“suicide .=
seat” nextto the driver,. To. ' . 2
avoid hassles, women often pre-- <
fer a seat next to another . S
woman. Make your preference -
known to the tmket seller :

* Check out the condluon of the
bus: Treads on tires, windows -
that open and close, ete. Check =
out the driver (and his assistant;’
who may take over). ‘Make sure: - .
that they haven't been drinking.

If the bus, bus driver or assis-
tant look at all questionable, it
may be a good idea’ to wait for
another bus :

* Be especlally’bsrefulin bua
terminals, where many rob-
beries occur.” There are often



sevaril] thieves who werk togeth-
er—one fo distédet’you and the
other to grab-yourWég and run, -
Getting on and off the bus is
another high-risk time, Try to.’
avoid being in the middle of a
mob of people getting on.

* When travelling at night, be
sure that you only take an
Ejecutivo, which will not stop to .
pick up passengers. Otherwise,
there is risk of an assailant
boarding the bus and robbmg the
passengers.

* Watch your possessions!ll. Try
to travel light so that you can
carry everything with you rather
than having to put a suitcase on
the top of the bus——again, an
Ejecuitivo is safer, since you can
store baggage under the bus.
Keep valuables on your body (in
a shoe, money belt, etc.) orin a
bag or backpack that you carry
on your lap Keep zippers
inward. Better yet, put a small
lock on your backpack zipper.
Take valuables with yeu when
getting off the bus for a meal or
bathroom stop. Remember that
even in accidents, robberies
occur.

* As much as possible, try to stay
awake and alert.” If you're going
to doze off, it's a good idea to -
“hug” your backpack (i.e., arms
through straps, zippers in).

* Don’t take food or candy from
anyone (or if you take it, don’t
eat it!). There have been cases of

these items being drugged.

* When arriving at your site or
any town late at night, usecom-
mon sense. Don’t walk alone; .
take a cab when necessary.

“Feliz Viaje.”, . .Sit back, relax.
and enjoy the ridell!

ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM.
PCMOs

The week of September 9th, we
will be visited by a medical team,
consisting of one of the physi-
cians who-works in the Office of
Medical Services and two repre-
sentatives of the Joint :
Commission on Accreditation of
Health Care Agencies (JCAHO).
The JCAHO is working with
Peace Corps to assess and docu-
ment the quality of the Health
Care System for PCVs, This
year they will be visiting three
Peace Corps countries world-
wide. ‘Ecuador was selected as
the country they will visit in the
Inter-America region. One of the
things that the.JCAHO evalua-
tors:want to'do during their
week here is to interview
Volunteers. If any of you are in
Quito that week and would be
willing to be interviewed or if
you specifically would like to talk
to the JCAHO team, let us know.
Thanksl!!| ,

* W.elcbme to Omnibus 76! Bsﬁt
wishes and good luck to COSing
Omnibus 72. We'll miss youl!®

HIEA
\VA'[( H

Grestings from Tumbaco: |

The training staff is in busy prepa-
ration for the arrival of the next =
Omnibiis which arrives on July’
31st. Speaking of arrivals, Patricia
Andrade, the administrative assis-
tant at the training center gave
birth to a boy on July 20th. Both -
mother and chiid are doing fine.

A big thanks in advance to all the
Voluntéers who will be hosting -
Train®es at thelr sites and to those
who*wliil be helping with various
trairing activities such as the
Health Falr.

Thers are 46 Trainees In the new
group. The programs are Health
and Youth Development.

The following Trainees are in the
Health program:

Kamlla Alexander
Rajasekhara Ayyagari
Shelley Coe
Jennifer Graf
Eric Gutierrez
Thomas Harkins
"~ Julie Hormann
. Elizabeth Hunt
Melinda Miffitt
10. Ryan Nathan
11. Melissa Nickel
12:;. -~ Dolores Pryor
12. = Allison Pulice
14, Cristina Punzalan
15. Jocelin Reatiraza
16. . Michelle Samplin
17.  Holly Schmidt
18. Suzanne Schur
19. Dana Schwartz
20. . Doris White
21.  Asya Zaraysky

OCONOIRLDN -
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The following trainees are in the
Youth Development programf'
1. Karen Ausejo -

2 “Julle Auglarider -

3 JohnBamett < -
4. - PatriciaBarrett - -
5. Leah Baxter - -

6. Erin Corrigan

7 Victoria Davis

8 Connie-DeJong.

9. Heather DalClelo

10. : Heather Edgel

11. Jose Espinoza .

12. Deanna Flsher

13. Kristin Glbbon :
14. Gabrlel Gutlerrez -
15. Juile Jennings

16. James Koewler .

17.  Christina Kucgra |

18. Cynthla Lovato.

19. Edward Marshall

20. Basllisa Mendez

21. Danlel Randoiph

22, Jamie Rodgers

23. Jose Salazar-

24.  Kristen Sweet - - =
25. Wendy Sue Williamson

Swaeering.in, Friday, mm
25th;. The Youth-and Health .

Trainees will swear In as- Pe_ace

Coms Volunteers

. \ “

The six month follow-up confer

ence for Omnibus 75 is tenta-
tively scheduled for October 28th
and halif-a-day on October 26th,

1996. The lntegrated job oonler- 5

ence wlil follow this conference.

Both cpnferanioes will be held at **°
Cabafas Bascun in Bafios. A let- -

ter with detalled information
regarding the follow-up conference

will.be sent out on September 18t .

. Deiilo gm l;lorFProﬂt ey

The following are vaﬂouwainlng
activitles taking plaaedurlng the
next lew months: -

Tmtnlng Ne\n.

Omnlbus 76. arrlves on -
Wedneaday, July.318t, 1986. At
this time.weé_ have 48 Trainges
arriving from the following pro-
grams: Rural Public Health (21)
and Youth Development (25).

=.Tralnees vlslt Pcv sites August
47-21. Trainess wijl.be traveliing
"‘throughout’the country to vigit

Healthi-and Youth PCVs In groups
of two Brihree to'leamn about PCV
Jife in Ecuador. ¥

Site Announoements, Ft'lday,
August 30th. The Youth and
Health Trainees. wlll reoelve thelr

- sltes. .

"}‘t
i

“Site Visit, Frlday S’eptember 4-
~16th. The Yoith and Health
“Trainees wili make-one week visits

to their sites.

The Close efaewm 5
Conterence for Omnibus 73 wlll
be held at Hosteria La Clenega
near Lasso from January 22nd
until the 25th. A letter with
detalled information will be sent
outon Ootober 15th

if you are interested in reoelvlng
assistance with résumé writing
and writing.cover letters please let
me know about oné'to two weeks
before you will be In Quito. "

Some books that are avallabie In
the library in Quito or atthe . -
Tralning Center whigh deal with
Career Information include:

1. Carearinformation =
Consultants — Career .
information Consultants are . - ..
experts in specific carearfields
through experlence, academic
study;-or both. The consultants :
have agreed to answer career
related inquiries from PCVs and ,
RPCVs on a voluntary basls.
Many are RPCVs themselves.
Consultarits are not job placement
counselors. This book provides
names and addresses of consul-
tants tn various flelds such as

- 26

Business, Sﬁ/gomm lty

ﬁ

negegrem;ﬂd marly others '

‘,;f"f:§

2. Carasra

peouread’'— Thigbookls
yslgned'ic-update and ta aug. .-
ment lntormatlon avallable about
careers n the natural resources
fieldd. = =~ 8.

i

ooncerhlng agrloultural profes-
sions, employment arid e_clucatlon.

4. Eorelgn Language & -
EEL/ESL Careers — This prK ls
designed to provide PCVs and ;.
RPCVs with informationon. . .
caraers in forelgn languages and
ESL/EFL. its goalls to offer some
baslic information, as well.as sug- .
gestions,,on where ta go for more
information, . . el
tmnmnlmm —_ This
bo,ok Is for RPCVs who wish to
pursue a career in Intenational
affairs. ‘If provides a very baslc
introduction to professional lnter-
national developmerit organiza-
tions with which PCVS are most
famillar: q"vemmentf -oontract .
and‘coriuiting firms and. sentloe»
orlenteted group& G

6. nuamm.mmn.Mnnual.n
This book is designed for BPCVs-
Jooking forwork In buslnese-relet—
ed flelds. jt.can'only giveyoy -
suggestions 6n where to look and
how to proceed.: The hard part;
the planning, researching, net-
working, selling, etc -ls your
responslblltty S

As always, If there Is any way the
Training Center can provide assis-
tance to you In the field, please
feel free to write to me-in Quito or
call me at 870-197.

Stay Well
Tim Callaghan,
Training Director-



As yd‘u’! Sp&msh improves, if it
hasn't already, you may want
to add another tense to your

vocabulary. This is a hypothet-

ical form nsing the imperfect -
subjunctive amd- the uncbndx—
tional togeﬁher o

In Spamsh sentences contain-
ing 8 (if), one tses thy
fect subjunctive in the “iF"
clause and the conditional
tensain !;he adaommg clause

For gxamnb. in Enshsh
If I-eould (ugaga of the i unpen-
fect subjunctive), I would
(usage of condltlonal)

e W T
Examp]es m Spaﬁi!h (exam
ple talien from Jorge Luis
Borges” poe, S Pudiera Vivir
Nnnzmm&a)

. “Si gudum volver a vivir;
mm&ugm a andqr descalzo a
principios de la primaverd;y _
seguirta ast hasta conéluir es
otoflo,” . . .

SIET eould hve pwat agam, 1
would hegin to. walk barefoot at
the beginning of Spring'and I
would continue doing so until
the end of FaH % :

. “Si m&dum wluer utréa
tmmrm de tener buenos minus -
tos.”

“If I could go batk again-I
wotild tryto have ‘good ¢
moment.s Wi :

~-

'r- .

3. Irfaa Espaﬂa 8i mle_zd
dinero.”

“T would go to Spain if I had e
money.”

f

imper-

Also almost always after gomao

gi (as if) the imperfect subjunc- e

tive is used. oam

1. E! habla como sz a;mmm
todo.
He talks asxfheknew:t all

2. Marta toca la guitarra comg‘ %

si tocara por toda la vida.
Maria plays the guitar asif
she’s played for her whole life.

8. Ella actia como si fuera
nifia,
She acts as 1f she were a chﬂd

Ser/Ir——irregula:c Jmlﬁ?fect
subjunctive’. ;.

yo, él, ella, ustéd'—-mzra
ti—fueras -~ .. ..
nosotros—-—ﬁteramos

ellos, ellas, uatedes—ﬁl.eran :

To form"i’mparfect subjunet.ive;
drop the “:ron” ending of third'
person phiral of the preterites.
and add the following eétid-
ings—ra, -ras, -ra, -ramos,
~-ran. e A1 G et e R

Examplés df AR, IR, ER verbs:
Hoblar . -
yo hablara

él/ella/usted hablara

ti hablaras., , .. = -
nosotros hablaramos '
ellos/ellas/ustedes hablaran

Escribi
yo escribiera. . .

él/ella usted zscnbwra

td escribieras - -
nosotros estribieramos
ellos/ellas [ustedes escribieran

yo corriera

él/ella/usted corriera

tu corrieras

nosotros corrieramos
elloa/ellas [ustedes corrieran

7

the whole infinitive; -fa,-fas, -
-fa, -famos, -fan [Note: The ;
conditional is the-same for -ar,
-ir and -er verbs.] ’

Examples: =
Beber—beberta, bebertas,
beberfamos; bebertan -
Andar—anddtta, aﬁdai'tas,
andaﬂamos;?dnd&?'ﬁm' 2
Escnbzr—escnbtrta, e
escribirtas, escribirta, ©"
escrzbzrtamos, escrzbzi'idn

Gonditionallrregularl i
tener-—-tendrtq P
salir—saldria. . —
decir—dirta, o '=i:
poner—pondrta - e
venir—vendriq - . z 0
poder—podria .. .- . . I
hacer—harta

I hope.you enjoy the following -
poem by Jorge Luis Borges. - -
It’s a reminder to start living . -
life now and, in so many ways,
Peace Corps has brought us to
this path through all its trials
and triumphs. Hopefully these
néw tenses can help youw "
those heart-filled conversa-
tions.




