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which goes to a nearby cave
with an underground lake.

POTOSI

Located about 12 hours south
of La Paz by bus, this is a must!
The mine tours are fascinating .
. . and a real insight into one of
Bolivia's main industries.
There’s a great hostel where
Bolivian PCVs stay, located at
the base of Calle Chuquisaca,
just a block off the central park.
It's called “Casa Elizabeth” or
“Casa Catherine” . . . (the name
of the hostal is a person’s name
anyway!) The owners are
charming and able to arrange a
complete mine tour, the buying
of bus tickets, etc. And it's very
reasonably priced.

UYUNI

This is the southwestern
province which borders on
Chile and is recommended if
you're in to natural beauty. It's
absolutely amazing, but BUTT-
cold, so if you plan to go there,
you need to bring VERY warm
clothing (I bought an alpaca
sweater, mittens and a hat, as
well as a huge parka in La Paz,
in preparation—all for less than
$40.) Tours are organized out
of Uyuni, which is six hours
from Potosi. There are many
companies offering tours of
Uyuni, however they all consist
of 2-4 days of tra g around
in a four-wheel drive vehicle.
While on the tour, you stay in
very basic but adequate shel-
ters/lo g. You drive across
huge salt-pans that make you
feel like you're on the moon
(nothing else in sight), see
amazing lakes filled with
flamingos, pass by natural gey-
sers and even have the oppor-
tunity to bathe in HOT springs
in the freezing climate! It was
definitely the highlight of the
trip, in our opinion. Got some
amazing photos, and even
retain even more vivid memo-

ries . . . surely one of the most
beautiful places on earth, at
least from what I've seen.

The tour company we used was
Olivos Tours, located at the end
of the main street in Uyuni (Av.
Ferroviaria), tele. # 0693-2173.
The total cost of the four-day
trip was $300 TOTAL or
$50/person, assuming the tour
fills up with six people . . . ‘
upon arriving in Uyuni, you
can join up with other small
groups of people to form a five-
or six-some to share the price.
The price includes all trans-
portation, a guide, a cook, and
all food. However, it does NOT
include the relatively inexpen-
sive lodging fees which were
$2-3 per night, nor a sleeping
bag which can be rented
through the tour company.

And finally, things we didn't
have time for, but wished
we'd been able to see:

TIAHUANACO (Tiwanaku)—
Bolivia's most important
archaeological site. Supposedly
amazing and located about 70
km. from La Paz. We simply
ran out of time due to a trans-
portation strike which set our
travel back a few days . . .
(hmmm, sound familiar?!)

THE NAZCA LINES—Located
about six hours from Arequipa
in the southern part of Peru.
Sup%osedly cool and interest-
ing, but very far away/hard to
get to, if you're in a time
crunch.

THE BOLIVIAN AMAZON—We
heard it is amazing, with
ogportunities to see pink dol-
phins, virgin rain forest, etc.

OK, that's it. I hope this info,
is helpful to those of you ven-

to Peru and Bolivia.
HAPPY TRAVELS!

by Jodi Hammer
Urcuqui, Imbaburae®
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by Mark.Blaha, Séh Vicente

"Direct your eye mwaprd ‘and you'll find
a thousand regzons tn" your mind yet
undiscovered. Travel them, and be
expert in home-cosmography.”

HDT [ed. hint: vi

Henry David Thoreau]

~Turn.

P el

Toss. Ca«n t sleep Too many ... .
points to ponder. “His eyes struggle to '
focus on the dark hill;"

not yet exposed to thé birning admira-

it’ s,‘_t_éorny hue
tion from above; the lone ceibo’s sil-
houette, stiff against the skyline: His
excitement for the approaching morning
gets the best c:f him. He rolls out of the
hammock. The morning air bites at his
exposed frame. He laughs at his com-

panion on the hill.

He pours some leaves
into the pot:
anticipation of the coming adrenaline.

<A smile lifts his face in

The tiny lighter presents a problem. His
big thumb rolls the tiny striker provid-
ing the spark, but the gas fails to send
the flame fo'rward. Frustration at fail-
ure. .

WOOOOOUUUUUU The flame fills the
burner.

“Finally,” says the pyro.

He relaxes on the love-seat waltlng

patiently for the tea to boil. Several

open books flutter before him on the
table. Ah, which channel to

choose. Onv‘,,;oiﬂ_n.e, he had the G-

.

:,gthe phllosopher

tering.

"'appreval

- man, dashlng from Qne sexual trlumph

to the next on a 60s college campus;
two had Kundera s heaviness tempting
on three, he had left a

icountry’s not-so- g‘l_a_tmorous history fes-

) Wi

_ Several mags also danced fot hls

One sung of the same coun-
try’s glorwus attempts to make the ugly
world. more, pleasmg to its perspective,
its'pages filted "with misery and suffer-
ing. The citizen Gonsiders why the

i wwgcountry uses its economlc
;
H
& O n

administratlve philosophy.

:might to. punwh othet

;___Htcountrles 'who dlffer 1n

It is a way
of paving the road to a future utopia" or
is it a way to cleanse the gullt for crlmes
which itself commltted"--crlmes wh1ch it
fails to admit in its own history books.

#i=. The past, does indeed, belong to those

who control the present.

The secend'dancing mag catches his
'e. Quiet Miracles of the Brain. The
reader is hooked. The tea begms to
boil.
He fllps through the familiar art‘__t__‘c_:_le‘.j

Neurons race tO make COIl.ﬂ“@CthIlS.

There is much he
The three

The stu‘dentsmiles
wants to learn.

F a r m pounds of matter on his shoul-

- ders struggle in their search
Several phrases fly off the page: |
“Difficult to study’,’i "We know relatlvely
little,” "Presumably,” “Maybe,” “No one
knows how it happens,” “Incomplete
The young stu:ﬁde‘nt,__ﬁfarlus“ to appre01ate

R L



the amazing 'breakthroughs-that neuro-
scientists have made in recent history.

Instead, he lets the lack of answers trou- -
ble him. - The further he gets, the more . !
:{~third pair yields some fishing:line; bob- -

he realizes that the Internet of knowl-
edge he seeks just doesn”texist.

He takes a-study bredk to:try the tea. It
needs a° little sugar. :Umni. “That’s it.
Perfect. "Near perfect, ponders the
philosopher. WS
“What will: the 'morn- =57 4
ing have in store?”" &5 %"
the man marvels, & - ao¥
Deep inside neu-
ropeptides relay feel- -
ings of hunger to his -
brain. A quick scan
of the shelf leaves the
cookunemployed; his .
slats and peppers left
unused for want of

substance. A rumble
reminds the manof
his hunger. The

thought of his empty
bank account makes
him hungrier.

He again looks at the hill. The sun rays-

now penetrate the ceibo’stwisted
branches.

He searches the shelves for shorts.

Nothing. On the floor he sees several.
As he tries the first, he finds fourteen
kyats. “Now where’d this come from? I
thought I was broke,” the previousiy

1

-poor man thinks. On a hunch he search-:-
es the second. Three more. Memories: :
of past Easter egg hunts trickle through

- the temporal lobe of his brain. . The

-becomes a thought, a.split picosecond:. - :

“|*debates in his frontal lobe, dismisses the:

possibility of using this find for food. . .
| The remainder of the search turns up. ..

two five-kyat bills. These discoveries:are,, .

processed rapidly in the parictal lobe..
“Now I can shop!”
reasons the rich man.,

As he locks the door,.
he remembers he
wanted to give a .
copy of his key toa
friend. The thought .
of friendship makes.
his part of the e R
friendship happy. “I.
have enough money
to make copies and
buy food,” the fortu-
nate friend fanta-

sizes.

He meets his young
“Good
morning, neighbor. How did you sleep?”
the older of the two asks. . :

“Open it,” she replies holding a rusty

neighbor on the steps down.

umbrella.
She’s
young. She perhaps cannot appreciate

“Good morning,” he tries again.

the power of politeness, the wise man
| thinks.

ber, fly, hook and worm. ‘Before it-even:: .



“Hello; please sped it
All thé 'power of his‘brain

is released ‘with the "~ " ¢

sound ofithe magic word.
“What happened?” asked
the wiechanic ‘e€Xamining
the prOJeet ‘before h1m
“ItWon t’ °
open,”
answets the* ©
sad gifl as’ -
she presses’
the rusty-
button.

He studies the-situation.
She shows hiim the stem.
That power on his shoul-
ders speaks to his hands,
“Override the button
mechanism.” He forces
the stem up. As it opens,
a smile breaks out on her
Her cheeks lift off

her jaw and crash into

face.
her eyes.

The musician thinks of a
favorite tune from a

song,

“Smiling eyes match
The smiling faces.”

A friendship is renewed.

A confidence in the wise

man’s'ability to solve all "
of the world’s problems is

e expanded. She

turns and flies

:‘.effxclency is
,.-fdefmed more by

~down the stairs.

“Thank-you,” the future

" fatheér says, more to him-
self than to the little joy- =
‘-maker dancing across thex |

cornfield with her
umbrella struggling to
keep the beat.
Her smile affects
him more than =~
the word would
have anyway.

An extended debate last-
ing nearly a second,
resolvcs the most cffl-

'01ent way to complete '

the trxp to the Keyman .

k and Veg- guy. The

the sociologist
than the geogra-
pher.

The sun’s radiation
makes its presence felt.
Its brilliance blocks
many of the sociologist’s
specimens for study. He

- feels foolish for forget-

ting his sunglasses. His
eyes squint to compen-

‘sate for the lack of pro-

tection.

- He arrives at the
“'D=Keyman.
"Good Morning. How

“Hello.

does it go.-for you?” the
sociologist asks with

s’

.’keen interest in the

Keyman's response:: - =
“Regular,” ‘he answers,
much to the disappoint-’

'ment:.of the sociologist.
¢ “Why.is it that you are:

disappointed, sociolo-

1 gist?” ponders the:
w phitosopher: “Maybe his. .
‘regular is pleasing to

him.
“More input is required
to resolve this matter,”
they agree. .
“Don’t go there!” con-
cludes the customer

" without further probing
I into the regularness of

the Keyman:
“Two copies,
please,” the cus-
tomer requests
with emphasis
given to that
magical word..
“OK,” replies the Keyman
accepting the key from ;. . :
the customer.

As the Keyman performs
his craft, the customer.
continues to cool: the. .
curiosity of the sociolo-.
gistand philosopher.
“But:maybe with more
questions:I’ll-get a better

price,” conc¢luded the .

customer..

- “How is your: famlly'”’ he

asks with little interest in



the response.

“Good; thank-you,” pro-

vidirig' more for the soci-
alogistto study.
His work now
complete, the
Keyman hands
over the three -
keys: :
“How much ‘do

I owe you?” the °
customer a"éké,
this time with
much interest

in the

response. He
expects each
key to cost -
three kyats.
“Five kyats,”
the reasonable Keyman
replies. ,
“Thank-you,” contesfs
the rich customer;‘és he
hands over the ten-kyat
note. ' !

“Do you have chén‘g;?”
asks the reasonable
Keyman, with a slight
hint of desperation in his
voice. ’

Lie. “No, I'm sorry about
it. I don’t have change.”

The reasonable Keyman,
hesitates. The cunning
customerknows he has
His left hand rests

in his left pocket on the

won.

seven single-note bills

‘ and the two five-note

bills he knows he won't

" be needing.’ The reason-

able Keyman has already

given the customer

his keys. He must
make change. He
diéé out a cigar box
from the bottom
drawer of his clut-

" “tered desk.
‘Re.luctantly, he pro-
duces five single-
note bills. The cun-

ning customer wins.

Twelve singles and
two fiQes. The cus-
tomersmiles
as he crosses
The

man pauses. The

the street.

philanthropist
thinks of that
momentary agony
he saw on the rea-
sonable Keyman’s
face as he handed
the singles over.
He considers
returning and
exchanging his
superfluous singles
for that tremendous ten,
The man turns and con-
tinues to walk away from
the reasonable Keyman.

“Why is it that the voice
of Man’s greed speaks so™

much louder than his

love and Care 3 Hivsj'f'fe'l- e

low man’s welfare?” asks

another part of the man

The exchange, which
moments earlier meant
little t'd;the'ma'r'ri’, b'}egins
to weigh on him as he
staggers down the road
towards the Veg-guy.

He reaches the Veg-guy
without taking notice of
the hundreds of ir-ide‘pe"n-
dent lives he passed

~along the way. Many of

them he perhaps had met
on some occasion.

'haps,‘he

he had taken
the time to
notice. Tt
wasn’t that
the people
he passed
meant noth-
ing to him;
of course he
cared for
them, but his
mind was too
cloudy with other
thoughts to pay them the
unprejudiced pleas-
antries they deserved as
members of his species.
He hoped they

would understand.

i A
N .
%

Others, p"ler'- .

“'would wish



The consumer searches
the cart of vegetables.
Veg guy completes buS1-
ness w1th another cllent
and turns to the con-
sumer. He notrces the
consumerchecklng out
tomatoes. He makes a
judgment on the con- =
sumer. He

begins to

put perfect-

ly-shaped

and perfect-

ly-colored

tomatoes in

a bag. “How many do
you des1re'7” he asks his
prejudged cllent.

“How is the pound?” The
prejudged ‘,con.sumer asks.
“One kyat per pound,”
Veg-guy answers with the
The knowl-

edgeable consumerhad -

going rate.

expected to hear this.
“I would like two pounds,
but I have brought my
own bag,” he motions to
his saddle bag, “and I
won’t be needingthem. I
like these,” the consumer
calls as he selects several
large, disfigured samples.
The consumer was above
Judglng the tomatoes'
taste solely by shape. He
knew there was much to
look for; often the
prettiest, round,'red

tomatoes offered 11ttle
pleasure ‘to the’ palate
Veg- guy was wrong about
He threw
in an extra tomato at the

the consumer.

end. The consumer'won-
“Is it out of Kind-

ness or guilt?”

ders,

Content they
had reached a
point of
mutual
understand-
ing, the con-
sumercontin-
ues his purchase from
Veg guy Veg guy helps
the consumeyr put disfig-
ured peppers, carrots,
potatoes, cucumbers and
onions into his bag.
“How much do' I owe

you?” the content con-

sSumer asks.
“Four kyats,” Veg-guy
answers,

“Thank-you,” contests

the rich consumer.

The five-kyat bill remains
He hands
four single-kyat bills to

in his pocket.

Veg-guy. He smiles when
he sees Veg-guy put the =
money away among two
tens and a five. N

For his walk home the

clouds had cleared. He'
smiles and waves at pass-
mg people.
wave and greet him with

They in turn
pleasantries. The sun’s
radlance doesn’t bother
His
His
eyes search for more.

his .eyes anymore
rnlnd wants more.

There is so much more to
learn, thinks the student.
The home-cosmographer
searches inward.

“Be rather the Mungo
Park, the Lewis and
Clark and Frobisher, of
your own streams and
oceans; explore your
own higher latitudes
with shiploads of pre-
served meats to support
you, if they be neces-
sary; and pile the empty
cans sky-high for a sign.
Were preserved meats
invented: to.preserve
meat merely? Nay, be a
Columbus to whole new
contments and worlds
w:thin you o6pening new
channels, not of trade
but of thought.”

Hénry David Thoreau
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Graffitti. These are just some I've seen on
the walls in Ecuador. They make my skin
crawl, my blood boil, my mind seethe with
anger.:Then, a kind of sadness comes over
me and I think to myself, “Why?” Irealize
it is problably unwise to take it so personal-
ly, and that my year-and-a-half of service
should, by now, have numbed me to the
ignorance, The truthis . .. it hasn’t. In fact,
the longer I'm in country, the more cultural
insensitivity hurts. The more work I do,
the more offended I get.

Iam writing this article not so much to
vent, but to share experience in this country
with my fellow Volunteers . . . the Asian-
American perspective. ‘As PCVs living in a
different culture, it is obvious that we are
all going to experience our own share of
ups and downs during our two-year ser-
vice. Since I'm nearly at the end, I look
back and see only the positive things about
Ecuador—the friends, the successful pro-
jects, the kids, my community, etc. . . . I def-
initely have had some wonderful times.

But sometimes, dize to cultural insensitivity,
my happiness can be blurred, and so my
reality becomes unpleasant.

Most Peace Corps Volunteers, ! I feel, are

special in this way . . . we appreciate each

other for our differences and are generally
open-minded enough to want to learn

your skin color is yellow, black, green or pur-
ple. As far as my experience goes relating to
Volunteers, the physical difference doesn’t
matter. The fact is that we are all Americans
and we're all one. This comeraderie feels
good.

The difference is that when I am with
Ecuadorians, I'm “Chinita.” It wouldn’t mat-
ter if I were Chinese (which I am), Japanese,
Korean, South-East Asian or Mongohan, I
would still be “Chinita.” This is all right
with me, becauseii Ecuador it is not cultur-
ally insensitive. But at first, it was difficult
for me to get used to (being from the U.S.

and all). We wouldn’t exactly walk up-to
someone and say, “Hey, little Chinese person,
what’s up?” "In the American Book of
Ethics," that would be rude, no doubt. Any
person with blond hair and blue eyes is a
“gringo.” Any person with black hair and
slanted eyes is a ”chmo ” That is life here i in
Ecuador.

But times come, when I'm not so accepting
and forgiving of Ecuadorians as they make
these cultural faux pas and when their igno-

rance is down-right rude. For instance, dur-
--| ing the Peru-Ecuador conflict last year, when

the teachers at the school I worked with
decided to be cool to me. Or, when I was
asked, “Are you the cousin of Fujimori?”
How about the time when I went to visit my
friend Marta,who owns the local bar in San

m about each other. It doesn’t matter if
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Pablo, and a man in the bar asked me, “So,

how do you feel about Fujimori since you're .

. (then he lifts his hands to his face, puts his

two  fingers at the ends of his eyes, and slants his '
.china?” Oh god, I wanted to slap

eyes up). .
him. Or when I was at a party with fellow
PCVs and Ecuadorians, and the Ecuadorian
host, whom I did not know at the time,
decided to make a speech. During his
speech, he pointed at me and said, “And the
one from Taiwan doesn’t even know what I
am saying.” That one little comment just
about ruined my night. I have a million and
one stories I could tell, but you all get the
point.

What topped it off for me and motivated me
to write this article was what happened one
day in the park in Otavalo. I was obnoxlous-
ly and rudely insulted by a group Of men
while walking to the post office; I* »=7 .0
walked away from it and ignored it,
but that incident left such a stain on
my heart that I could not emotional-
ly get rid of it. I ended up breaking
down for the first time in Ecuador,
and from that point on, I could no
longer keep my eyes closed or feel as
accepting as I had for nearly two
years. It basically was the accumu-
lation of the insensitivities l had
experienced. And, for me, it was the
last straw. I have since then learned
that when similar situations happen,
Ineed to confront the instigator. It feels bet-
ter in my heart to know I did something
about if, whether ornet it wotks. In fact,
everyone whom I'have approached have all

apologized. Once I hear:the “Disculpe “or- ..
“Lo siento,” I feel renewed-because I've just
made one more Ecuadorian aware. . .

I think a lot about how this experience has
affectéd me.. I've grown a'lot. I've learned
that no matter how angry I get, sometimes -
blaming is not the answer. Oh, how I blamed
Ecuadorians for being rude and insensitive. -
But when my immediate emotion passes and

I have time to think logically about the situa-.
tion,  become forgiving. Really, how canI
blame them for being culturally insensitive
when they never had the opportunity to .
learn to be otherwise? I mean, Ecuador i is. 1o
not exactly a melting pot, a tossed salad or a
combinatien pizza. The dlver31ty justisn't .
there. Unless you live in Quevedo, Asians = ..
aren’t really that common. I do wonder
sometimes about the Asians that are
Ecuadorian. How do they feel? Mayhe they
don't feel anything because this is life in
Ecuador and they don’t know any different.
As for me, an Asian American, I remain sen-
sitive to it, but realize the only thmg I can do
is educate and accept. ,

Some funny things happen tco. Remember
the last El Clima article I wrote about the
time a bunch of kids in Atacames followed

. me around because they thought I was Trini,

the yellow Power Ranger? To this.
day, I'm quite often confused for .
Trind.

It is nice when people are curious
about my culture and interested
in getting to know me. What gets
old is when people ask me, where
I am from, and I answer, “The
United States.” And they say,
“Well, you don't look like you're
from the United States.” ThenI
have to go through my whole
speech on how the United States
is oh-so rich in different cultures, blah, blah,
blah. Boy, I know that talk well, so well I say
it in my sleep. Now, when people ask me
where I'm from, I automatically say,



“I'm from the United States, but I'm
Chinese.” Boom, right to the point, no ques-
tions asked. Thank God! But, sometimes, I
still get those confused folks who continue to
ask, “What part of China are you from?”
Once (thank God, only once), I was asked,
"Are you from Red China or normal China?”
My answer, “Uh, sir, I'm from the U-N-I-T-E-
D S-T-A-T-E-S, and I believe, there is only
one China.” I found this very amusing. I still
laugh every time I think about it.

Because I grew up in the San Francisco Bay
Area--a well-diversified area-- I've always
felt pretty integrated. I've never had any
cultural conflicts because of my ethnicity.
I've never had to educate anyone about my
culture. I never had to look deep within
myself to examine my identity. People
always just accepted me for who I was, until
now. Because of my experience living in
Ecuador, I've grown to be prouder of my
Asian heritage and prouder of who Iam. I
am proud and I'm motivated to share my
culture with not only Ecuadorians, but more
so, with my Peace Corps friends.

My life in Ecuador has been joyous, frustrat-
ing, satisfying, insulting, loving and hateful.
No different probably, from any other
Volunteer's. But being Asian has just made
my experience more challenging, I guess you
could say. Ten years down the road, I'm not
going to look back at my Peace Corps days
and focus on these incidents. Yeah, I'll
remember that it was difficult culturally at
times, but what I'll remember most are the
special people in my community of San
Pablo and how much this experience has
changed my life. So, untilIleave, I’ll contin-
ue to be “la Chinita” and I may have to deal
with a few more ignorantes, but that’s okay,
because I've learned to accept. Too bad I
can’t change the world in two years time.

by Cindy Chin
San Pablo, Imbaburae

gt
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M e x i1 ¢c'anans

by Lisa Flores
La Celica, (Coastal) Pichincha

She laughed in my face when I told
her I was from the United States.
She didn’t believe me. It wasn't a
typical response, but one I some-
times get. My brown skin and dark
hair can be tricky that way. There
was a woman coming in to wvisit fami-
ly and we had caught the:same
camioneta into my site: *“;De que
familia es Ud?” she had asked me. I
don’t know how frequently this hap-
pens with white Volunteers, especial-
ly the ones that look more like what
most people think of when they hear
the word gringo, but bemg recog- .
nized as aLatma hvmg in Ecuador

.-';happens frcquent]ly enough to me
“that it has become an additional
aspect to my ‘Pedce Corps experncncc

In the last “Pearce-ing Thought” edi-
torial, my dedr friend Wendy, wrote
about how varied our PC experiences
are and some of the factors that con-
tribute to those differences. For the
last (almost) two years, my-buddy
Cindy Chin and T have had an ongo-
ing dialogue about how our different
cultural identities have affected our
PC experiences and made them dif-

ferent for us. Certain things




occurred on my last trip to Quito that
I don't think happens to mosﬁt other
volunteers. Stuck at a landslide with
about 12 other carsloads, I got off the
bus and walked up to investigate. I
-passed a couple of hip-lboking
~women speaking English. When I
asked where they were from, they
looked kind of startled, and instead
of saying Connecticut, they told me I
spoke English soo well. Yea, thanks.
I think there are a lot of clues that
would tell someone I'm not from
around here. I think béing half a
foot taller than most tall Ecu-adorian_
women and wearing Tevas are geln_- _
~erally dead give-aways, But, ‘I think
what people often seé at first are my
brown skin and dark hair. '

I'm tan now, but I was brown when I
got here. When I say I'm from the
United States, people sometimes take
a longer look at my complexion and
make some sort of comment. Other
North Americans sometimes suggest
that I really DID get quite a tan.
Pendejos. With Ecuadorians, if I
don’t immediately say, Soy de Los

- Estades Unidos, pero mis abuelos son



- The story doesn’t end here. I have
one more personal anecdote that illus-
trates how sometimes, Ecuadorians
have a difficult time recognizing,
despite given clues, that I am from
the U.S. Cindy and I were in the back
seat of a taxi in Guayaquil, carrying on
and on in English, when I noticed the
driver’s eyes bugging out in the

X rearview mirrer as he looked back at
Cindy and me. “What’s the problem?”
He begged our pardon, asked where "

~ we were from and couldn’t believe

| that looking like we did, we were

o from the United States. So begins the
“una grmga del C}Jerpa de. Paz on h;s charla that not all North Americans

staff "cotx rafzes Mexscanas st .| have blond hair and blue eyes. This

scenario has repeated itself on numer-
ous occassions with this same friend.

Ing:c 1:40: The sad part is that when they want
cultare, i e..;whethe: er not ona sﬂéaks to know more about Cindy, they usu-
Spamsh and{or how angiaclze : or. ally turn to me with their questions,
_- : . white assuming my Asian-looking friend

on: the ms1de) one m:ght appcar to be. only speaks Chinese and a little

In the States, there also seems to exlst | English. So many assumptions. Iend
mare confusmﬂ aﬂd baundatles sur— on this note hoping that all Volunteers

recognize this as a shared challenge-~ !
that in being from the United St’ates\"'“"
and in our efforts to cducatc others
about what our country and our peo-
ple are like, we remcmbcr to include
the range of d1ver51ty that constitutes
our American people.e

; :- : j:.._a refercnce pom‘t I have _- "/A
gamcﬂ m tcrms of my m\m culﬂzra! -




GUAPA

Guapa, that’s what they like to call me
in my town. Never mind thatIdon’t -
weat any make-up and have massive
split ends flying out of my ponytail.
They don't care, to them I'm still guapa.

I know that they're just saying it to
molest me; after all, they don’t even
know me. They just want to look cool
in front of their friends, saying HI to the
y leave me alone?

<~ AL
I'd try to ignore them. I'd walk away

with my face down so that I don’t look
them in the eye or they’ll think that I'm
coming on to them.

That's how I used to feel when I first -
arrived at my site. But was I overreact-
ing? Could it be that these people were
just being friendly? Is it so wrong to
want to greet you in the street, even
though they don’t even know you?

“Hoooola Guuuuaapa.”

I used to grit my teeth when I'd hear it

but now . . . now, I rank myself right up

there with the supermodels like Cindy
- Crawford and—well more like XuXu—

m Guapa.

The culture here is more vocal and hon-
est in some respects ("Estds mds gordita”)
and therefore, likes to remind me that
I'm still guapa (and have gained a little
weight). With gringo names like we
have, who can remember them?; that is,

| if they can even pronounce them at all.
' That’s why they just call us—and if you

haven’t noticed everyone else—by char-
acteristic traits. Just looks like I got
lucky.

They could have called me “gigante,”

| for my height.

rir

They could have called me “coneja’” for
my buck teeth.
They could have called me “gata,” for

my eyes.

| They could have called me “flaca,” for

my slenderness.

They could have called me “bemba,” for
my full lips. '

They could have called me “samba,” for
my curly hair.

They could have called me “blanca,” for
my pale skin. _ :

But they call me GUAPA, for my good
looks. (Sometimes they call me reina,
but I don’t know why. Idon’t go trot-
ting around with a silly crown on my

I don’t take offense anymore. But why
would I take offense? Is there anything
wrong with someone paying another a



compliment? Do I want to be UGLY?
Hooola feeaa.

I've learned not to take it offensively any-
more because it’s not just any Joe Shmoe in
the street who says it. People I always pass
by everyday on my way to work just want
to greet me, and I know they don’t mean to
molest me. If I don't happen to see them
they simply yell out, “Guapa, buenos dias™

No harm done. A simple "Hi, good morn- |

ing.%- And they know that I'll look their -
way if they say what I'm accustomed to
hearing—guapa.

Maybe the real fear lies not in the fact that
they:think that I'm beautiful, but the truth
being that I'm not. No, I won't buy that
one. Heck, I'm going to take this piropo for
all it’'s worth, while I can. Won’t hear these
kinds of compliments in the United States.

Now whenever I hear guapa I turn my head
around and smile because I know that they
are talking to me.

by LA GUAPA (anonymous)®
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“Aiways,
Mom.”

My mother lives on in the words of
womanly wisdom she left behind.

by Rachel Zahavi (as appeared in -
"Mademoiselle," May 1996)

submitted by Lisa Flores, La Celica

y mother’s heart stopped beat-

ing on December 10, 1994. On
that day, I felt as if my heart would
stop forever, too. My brothers and 1
buried her on my thirtieth birthday.
She was only 53. We were both too
young when she died.

" My mother fought like a lioness for: '
‘her young: Teachers who gave

unfair grades, bank tellers who
treated us with disrespect all faced
her wrath. But with me, her oldest
child and her only daughter, her
agenda went er. In addition to
raisingl me with the love and sup-
port she gave her two sons, my
mother—an ardent feminist and an
activist in the 1960s and 1970s
women'’s liberation movement-—
was preparing me for womanhood.

Learning to Be Alone

omanhood meant indepen-

dence and self-sufficiency.
“Try to get through the hard times
without calling me or Dad,” my
mother had written me at camp
when I was 13. The food stank, the
bunks had leaky roofs and bats,
and, worst of all, none of my sum-
mer friends had come back. ButI
stuck it out. And after my parents’
divorce that same year, she was .
even more determined to raise a
daughter capable of making her
own way in the world. By the time
I was in high school, her

instructions had become
more specific. “Go to movies yr



and restaurants on your own,” she urged.
“You should always knowhowto enjoy
your.own company.” So, with a book as m
only companion, I stood in movie lines an
went out for dinner—angd learned to like
spending time by myself. -

My mother felt I would learn how to achieve
independence only through following advice
from other woman. A 1962 graduate of
Banard College (an all-women'’s school), she
had learned at an early age that becoming a
woman meant joining a sisterhood and expe-
riencianlﬁlcertain rites of passage. i
Womanhood held mdysteries, secrets and
gifts that she wanted to help me unlock,
appreciate and savor. - 7

Teaching Me Not to Be Afraid

My mother wrote me many letters, and
every ounce of her grit, determination and
sagacity breathes through them. Even
though she is no loz;ger alive, I hear the clear
ring of her voice in the words that she put to
paper. “Loving is scary,” she wrote during

my sophomore year in college, as I grappled
m);h-fglationshii;s for the ﬁrgst tjme,g‘r’bgiPit’ s
also wonderful to be held and loved and
cherished. Even if you're afraid (we all are),
ou’ll only ag;'ow stronger for loving and
ing loved. It's more than normal, dar-
ling— it’'s wonderful.”
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warm, giving, an

‘loved her with an intensi

A year later, I found myself torn between my
own desires and ambitions,andmy * - .
boyfriend’s needs. Again, my mother sent = -,
me words of warmth and guidance. “You're
mired in a struggle that all of us who want to
lead a full life go through,” she reassured me.
“What I am referring to'is the struggle
between doing what you want to do for
yourself . . . as opéaosed to being loving,
iving, and understanding to the one
you love. O viouséy, a balance between the ..
two is best, but finding that balance seems to
be extremely difficult, especially for '
women.” LS gl VR

Awoman who'd raised three children
while pursuing a career as a clinical psy-"
chologist, my mother knew what she was . .
talking about. Confide in your girlfriends,
she encouraged me, because “nothing helps -
as much as t%lat wonderful support from
women who really, really understand exactly
what you're stru§ilning with ... butldo
know, as sure as ow I'm alive, that doing
for yourself . . . isn’t wrong.” - 72

e Company o o

Since my mother’s death from respiratory
failure, I've used her letters to guide
myself through my grief. Part of my soul
went with my mother when she died, for I
that only other
daughters can understand. I am sadly aware
that she will never know the man I'll eventu-
ally marry, nor the children I may have.
Navigating those final steps toward woman- .
hood on my own seems daunting.

But my mother left me an invaluable gift:
She prepared me for-and initiated me into a
community of women. I have taken her
advice and talked to women friends about
my loss. True to her words, nothing has
helped “as much as that wonderful support
from women who really understand.”

“Remember that I'm here,” my mother wrote
after I left college. Even though I will miss
her ev day or the rest of my life, I also
feel that'she is with mé. I’'m a teacher, and as
I.pregfzr_e to induct the next generation into -
sisterhood of which I am a proud member, 1
feel the sweet comfort of my mother’s pres-
ence.® : .



- favorites, including author or source,

"QUOTE"
CQRNER

by Jodi Hammer
Urcuqui, Imbabura

OK, OK, after much pressure to con-
tribute to El Clima in the form of
written material, I have finally con-
ceded. In fact, with this, I intend to
create a regular column, if all goes
as planned. And if interest exists,
perhaps someone can take over for
me in a few short months when I
COS, to contmue on where I leave
off.

“But why a quote column?” you may
ask. Well, first of all, many of us
Peace Corps Volunteers already |
informally share favorite quotes, |
- poems Or sayings we come across
from time to time (Good journal
material, you know!) So why not
open up this sharing to more than
just a few isolated friends? There
are undoubtedly many of you out
there who have fabulous tidbits to
share. So, I intend this column to be
a “bulletin board” in a sense; an area
where we can share such inspira-
tional, insightful or just plain funny
sayings between all fellow PCVs.
The success of it will depend largely
‘on you . . . or, more accurately, your
‘contributions. So write in with your

and I'll do my best to include them in |
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the confines of this column.

I thought I'd start this month with a
personal favorite, by Gandhi, which
comes from Ajﬂ)&_fﬁ[dmg&f
Chicken Soup for the Soul, a wonder-
ful collection of poems and sayings. ‘1.
think the message of this quote is =
fundamental, especially as we reflect
on our work as Peace Corps
Volunteers. Here goes:

“It is the action, not the fruit ef

‘the action, that’s important: You

have to do the right thing.. It may
not be in your power, may not be
in your time, that there’ll be any
fruit. But that doesn’t mean you
stop doing the right thing. You
may never know what results
come from your action. Butifyou

| do nothing, there _i.;p.i,ll be no

result.”
-GANDHI

With that I will end and ask forh your

| contributions for upcoming issues.

Perhaps, if interest is great enough
(i.e. if enough contributions are
received), I'll be able to organize a
diffferent theme each month.

,Chao’ for now. Loéking forward to

receiving your favorites.® ﬁ



12 WAYS TO

.t-o-oooou.-.---o.lo.otlcou.n.to.Jot-ao.ntu;;U.tapo-sanoon.o-lol-c..t-a
Sae ‘ oo

submitted.by Jean Seigle : |

1. Sing the Batman theme incessantly.

2. in the memo field of all your checks
write “for sensual massage.”

3. Specify that your drive-thru order is
“to go.™

4. Léarn‘Morse code and have conversations
wnh.fnends in publlc consnstmg entire-
ly of';B'fee,eep Bip Blp Beeeep Blp

5. If. -you héve a g!ass eye, tap on |t occa-
sronalﬂy with your pen whule talkmg to
others.

6. Amuse yourself for endless hours’ by

hooking a camcorder to your TV and then
cpointing it at the screen.
7. Speak only in a “robot” voice.
8. Push all the flat E_ego pleces together
nghuy; g
9. Start e'a“ch“meal Iby,, onsplcuously licking

all your food; and announce that this is
so no one will “swipe your grub.”

Leave the copy machine set to reduce
200%, extra dark, 17 inch paper, 99
copies. i
Stomp on little plastic _I,s\e;__tcht_.'_lp packsets.
Sniffle incessantly. . =5 . .
(Editor's Extra) Walk around wvth white
paint on your face Imftatmg Carlos
Michelena.s '

10.

11.
12.
13.

- gl S
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until my"
until | gigg

until the tape
but

sometimes,. -

and sometimes
all the times,
things make sénse,
sometimes. . .

and sometime
ou wind ups
illin your
with a
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%

MADE WITH | |  MADE WITH
100% Recycled | | 100% Recycled
Paper | |  Paper
Process: R

1. Tear the recyclable paper into small pieces, more or less, and let it soak in water for 2-3
days.

2. Plat:e“ﬂle sodked paper (about one handful) into the. blender with lots of water.
3. Blend the paper Use the “grate” function f_xrst, th_e_r‘i “liquefy”

4. Put the liquefied mixture in the large laundry tub. ‘Repeat steps 2 and:3 until the tub is at
least halfway full. (This depends on how much paper you want to make.)

5. Chéck thethickness of the mixture in the laundry tub. If it is too thick, add water. Also
at this step, you:¢4n add coloring if you want. (Achote can be used by grinding the seeds in
a bowl and‘adding water to make a paste. Don’t forget to drain the paste to remove the seeds.
Then add the: colormg to the tub.)

e

6 Dip the screen into the large laundry tub, gathering paper on top. Let:it drain into the -
tub.for.a few minutes.

8. Place thes
w-‘ait’é

-piece of pelén on the paper mlxture on the screen. Press to soak up the
Then Jcarefully take it off,

9. If you, want a desrgu on your paper, you can place flowers or leaves on the mixture,

'a -~

10. Connnue to dry the paper mixture by placmg new pneces of pelénon top and pressmg

11, When most of the water has been oaked up, take the spatula and flip the paper onto. a
large’ pxece of pelén. Fold the peldn over and cover the paper. Use the rolling pin to f,};l\,t\t»en
and dry the paper more.

12. Take the peldn off and dry the paper in the sun (about 2 hours). If you onif}.""wan"t' the’
print of the leaf in the paper, take it off carefully before you dry the paper in the sun.

This information comes via the expertise of Shannon Parsons, Natural Resource PCV, who
demonstrated the technique to the Natural Resource Trainees while at Maquipucuna.
Thanks to PCT My Duyen Tran who wrote it all down. m

“ 2k



~ Administrative
- Corner

n behalf of the
Administrative Unit, I
would like to welcome
Omnibus 75. For the
PC staff it is always nice to
attend swearing-in cere- .
monies—they are very special
to us, and help renew our
Peace Corps spirit. I hope that
each of you new Volunteers
enjoy your stay in Ecuador and
also hope that you will greatly
benefit from this tremendous
experience in your lives.
Please remember that we are
here to support your volunteer
work in all regards. As I told
you during the Administrative
overview, my door (or more
accurately, my mind) is always
open for suggestions, con-
cerns, new ideas or complaints
if that is the case. .

Here’s an update on what's
happening in Administration:

1) SECURITY AND CLEANING
SERVICES IN PEACE CORPS
ECUADOR:

During the past few months we
went through a bidding
process of our Security and
Cleaning services contracts as
required by Peace Corps regu-
lations every five years.
Several companies in Quito
presented their bids. The bid-
ding committee formed by
Peace Corps staff members and

the General Services Officer
from the Embassy reviewed
the offers and after a careful

~ and detailed examination,
awarded the contract to
“VICOSA. The new company
interviewed all current person-
nel and, much to our pleasure,
hired everyone back. That is
why you may have noticed
some changes, particularly in
their uniforms. This contract’s
period started May 1, 1996, and
ends April 30, 2000. Again,
any suggestions will be greatly
appreciated in order to
improve our services at Peace
Corps. On June 13, VICOSA
will hold a one-day workshop
to review and inform their
security/cleaning personnel
about their new policies, some
instructions, training offered
to their personnel, etc. During
the workshop:we will also try
to formalize in writing our
policies suchi as: lounge hours,
who is allowed in the lounge,
who is not, the sign-in log, etc.
We will share this information
with all of you and it will be
posted at the security booth.
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2) CHANGE IN THE PCV
HANDBOOK: (Page 37)
Please add Zamora and
Morona Chinchipe to the
Provinces authorized forair
transportation. Therefore the °
policy will read as follows:

““Jolunteers in the Provinces of .

Loja, Zamora and Morona
Chinchipe will be reimbursed
for air transportation ONE-
WAY to or from their sites
when traveling on approved
Peace Corps business to Quito.
ROUND TRIP air travel will -

be approved for required or :
only.

~ 3) GAD WORKSHOP: From

May 13 through May 15, I was
lucky enough to attend a |
Gender And Development
Workshop. The word “gen-
der” for me didn’t have any
other‘meanmg but to deter-
mine the gender of a person,
animal, or thing, When I was
in fourth grade at school, I, .
learned in Spanish that "!a e
mesa es un sustantivo, con
género femenino, y nimero sin- -
gular; los drboles es un sustan-
tivo, con género mascitlino, y-
niimero plicral.” That was
about all I knew about gender.
When I attended the taller I
was surprised to realize how
many things I learned besides
the meaning of gender.. I

. -learned the importance of

including women, older peo-
ple and children in community
activities or ‘planning since
they are a very important part.
of the working crew. Ilearned



how to pﬁapa:ea calendar of
activities and a community

map. Ican certainly use these .

tools to better organizemy ..
work in the office, as well as in
my activities and planning at
home. I was delighted to share
three full days with PCVs and
their counterparts. Ilearned
that our local communities:are

not only willing, but eager to - -
learn. This very well-orga- =

nized taller was directed by

consultant Susana Silva de Pico: |

who handled this topicina . “.
very professional way. I hearti-
ly recommend all PCVs, if they
get a chance;.ta participate in.-
future GAD workshops since::
they offer great tools for com- -
munity work. Please stop at’
the reception desk and take a
look at some of the pictures
taken during the taller. Thank
you to Peace Corps for giving
the opportunity for personal
growth through training.

That's about it for now. Také'
care.

En Paz. Ana Maria
Administrati,ve Qffic ere

I NFORMACTIO ON S IN
F RONTET®RA S

En ¢l nimero pasado de “El
Clima” les ofreci continuar
con la historia de
Internet, aqui estd lo rela-

__c:ionado con World Wide

Web:
THE WEB ARRIVES:

Developed at the European
Center for Particle
Research (CERN), the World
Wide Web (WWW) was first
used in experimental form
in 1989. In 1992, it came to
the attention of program-

mers at the National Center

for S q}pcrcq;mputer
Applicatioi
Urbana-Champaign,

. Ilinois. A young program-
‘ming team developed an

implementation of WWW
that is called MOSAIC and, in
accordance with NCSA poli-~
cies, that software was made
widely available on the
Internet for free. It took
the world by storm. Its
ability to provide images,
sournd;uvideo clips, and mul-
tiform’text in a hypertext
system was irresistible.
Bétween 1992%and 1995, a
number of cgmmercial ver-
sions of Web'browsers and
servers emerged, among
them Netscape '
Communications, founded .
by the former chairman of
Silicon Graphics, who ’
instantly realized that the
Web would change the utili-
ty of the Internet from: its
rather arcane interface to
something anyone could
negotiate (point and click).
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Web servers exploited onto.
the network, offering. an
endless array of home .
pages (starting pointsifrom
which to explore a global,
hyperlinked universe). . ..
There are more than 30,000
Web sites on the Internet,
and the number doubles
every two months.
Companies that were for-

merly unsure about the
utility of the Internet have

started rushing to use the

Web-as a means of present-
ing products and services to
potential customers. The
search services help to find '
content. The rest of the :
1990s belongs to the content _
providéfs who will use the *
rapidly evolving infra-

structure to bring increas-
ingly sophisticated material -
to customers. SR

We cannot know what the
world has in store over the _
next decade or two, but itis .’
almost certain to be influ-. =
enced by and will influence -
the evolution of the first

.really new infrastructure. -

to develop in nearly a cen-
tury.” o
{Tomado de “On the Net” an
International Publication
of the Internet Society).e
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Earth Day Celebratlons
“Tradition”

~-Dominican Republic-
In honor of Earth Day 1995,
Peace Corps/Dominican
Republic held special activities
not in the capital but rather in
outlying areas where there are
on-going programs to address
specific environmental chal-
lenges. Last year’s celebration
was held in the Nizafto water-
shed, near the community of
Paraise, Barahona Province,
where we had a PCV working
on forestry, soil conservation
and watershed protection.
There were representatives of
numerous public sector agen-
cies and NGOs present, as well
as over 200 commumty mem-
bers. .After a morning of for-
mal presentations, there was a
tree planting session.

In the same spirit, Peace.
Corps/Dominican Republic

celebrated Earth Day in Loma
de Cabrera, a town in Dajab6n
Province. A cluster of five
PCVs serve in the area, work-
ing on sustainable agricultural
practices. The morning activi-
ties took place in a large meet-
ing room in Loma de Cabrera,
where over 500 townspeople
participated in songs, skits, a
forum and speeches geared to_
raising environmental con-. .
sciousness. The highly suc- .
cessful event was co-sponsored
by three public sector agencies
and four NGOs.

“~Ecuador-
Ines Rutkovskis, an
Environmental Education
Volunteer i m Bafios, Ecuador,
continued, t,he h'admon she
founded last year and orga-

nized a second annual Earth
Day Parade in her community.
Public officials and students
and teachers from area schools
participated in the parade.
Estimates vary but the event
drew a crowd of 5,000 - 10,000
people. In his speech, one of
the local officials thanked Ines
and the Peace Corps for initiat-
ing the Earth Day celebrations
which have been a huge suc-
cess.

-El Salvador-
The National Earth Day
Conference of El Salvador was
held in San Salvador from
April 22-23. Two PCVs and
APCD/Environment, Rolando
Barillas, were among the more
than 350 attendees celebrating
Earth Day. The star guest

speaker of the activities was ~
Senator Gaylord Neison,. one f




the original promoters of Earth
Day 1970. The objective of the
conference was to call atten-
tion to prevention measures
and the need’to protect the
deteriorated Salvadoran envi-
ronment. . ... - :

Marny Volunteers are tak-
ing advantage of Earth Day
to teach about ecology and

the environment. These

teaching methods vary
from formal classroom set-
tings to more non-tradi-
tional venues

-Uruguay-
Two Volunteers in the town of
Paysandti, working in con-
junction with the local govern-
ment office for development
and the environment, com-
memorated Earth Day by facil-
itating a two-day workshop
for 20 primary and secondary
school teachers in their area.
These teachers became more
familiar with and knowledge-
able about local and global
environmental issues and the
use of experiential environ-
mental education teaching
strategies. The teachers will
now share their experience
with more than 500 students
through classroom activities.

-Costa Rica-
PCV Kim Dewitt, assigned to
Hone Creek, Limon, is doing
an activity with the teachers

from three surrounding _
£ r:._-_schoozs Activities will include
« ‘amini-fair and a “charla” for

the public at large about the
importance of environmental

. awareness and the conserva-

tion of natural resources.
Highlighting the fair will be an
exposition of posters made by
children and community mem-
bers on the subject of Earth
Day with prizes awarded to the
artists.

-Paraguay-
Volunteers presented “The
Environment Show” in four
rural communities. The show
is performed by a group of
Volunteers in popular theater
style. It emphasizes the impor-
tance of planting and caring for
trees, of not littering, and of
caring for the environment in
general. The show is normally
followed by a tree-planting
activity.

-Bolivia-
PCV Maria Termini, one of our
senior Volunteers, composed
four songs in celebration of
Earth Day. She performed
them at the Instituto Cultural
Boliviano-Aleman in Sucre,
Bolivia, for a group of 40 chil-
dren and adults who are affili-
ated with the drop-in center for
street kids and women with
domestic problems. Maria,
playing the guitar, was accom-
panied in additional songs by
the regional APCD, Gonzalo
Jauregui. They ended their
performance with the John
Lennon song Imagine. They
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were so successful that they
have been asked back for an
encore performarnce.

-Guatemala-
PCVs assigned to szensores de
la Naturaleza, a Guatemalan
NGO, have been heavily . k
involved in putting together
ecology fairs in various small
communities throughout the
country. Defensores was the
recipient of a Presidential
award for:its environmental
work in'1994, and PCVs direct-
ly assigried to the organization
play a big role in its field activi-
ties.

-Belize-
Volunteers organized Earth
Day activities in San Ignacio,
Belize, featuring environmental
displays from both government
and non-government organiza-
tions including the Belize
Audubon Society, the Belize
Zoo, the Belize Tropical Center,
Monkey Bay Research Station,
the Pesticide Control Board
and the Departments of
Agriculture and Forestry.

To generate enthusiasm for the
importance of the environ-
ment, a Belize PCV dressed up
as Rainbow the Toucan (a
Belizean cousin of our Big Bird)
to give conservation awareness
presentations to local primary
school students.

-Jamaica-
Volunteers organized an
awareness-raising “Wild Art
Day.” This novel idea involved
60 students—ranging in ages
from 11-15 years—participating
in a presentation on endan-
gered Jamaican wﬂdllfe and an



art competition in which the.
-students drew pictures of the

{ ‘animals discussed. The wifi--
“ ning entries will be featured on
T-shirts to be used in a fund-
raiging venture for the St. Ann
Environmental Protection
Association (STAEPA).

-Uruguay-
A Volunteer, assigned to a
national park near the city of
Minas, used Earth Day as the
backdrop for special guided
tours. Visitors to the park
learned about the history of
Earth Day and the importance
of making every day an “Earth
Day' 7

-Paraguay-
A Volunteer assigned to
Pereira Cué, Paraguay, helped
in presenting in the primary
school a play on erosion and
the 1mportance of soil conser-
vation.

Em'&lln Dny was a 3@@@1 dlay
for trees in Inter-America

-Paraguay-
The students of the rural town
of Ybycui, Paraguay, were led
by Volunteers in two days of
t:ree-planting one day by pri-
mary students and another by
secondary students.

1n$trumenta1 in thei inaugura-

tion of a tree nursery in the
rural community of Pereira
Cué.

-Belize-
Ben Piper, assigned to work
with the Center for PCV
Environmental Studies in
Belize, coordinated students
from several local schools
together with the Forestry
Department to plant trees in
Punta Gorda and other com-
munities in the Toledo District.
Through this activity, they -
planted 35 different kinds of
hardwoods.

-Jamaica-
Through the efforts of a
Jamaica Volunteer and coun-
terparts, students from four
primary schools participated in
a project in which "used" drink
boxes were used as containers
to start a fruit tree nursery.
This project will help both to
increase significantly the num-
ber of trees in Jamaica and find
a good use for the boxes which
would otherwise be discarded
as garbage.

-Dominican Republic-
Volunteers in Dajabon
Province of the Dominican
Republic joined local
campesinos in planting over
2,000 trees in this region near
the Haitian border.

Clean-up Activities in the
Commumnity -

-Belize-

Volunteers in San Ignacio have |

led a clean-up of a local park,
including painting trash cans
donated to the park. Itis -
hoped the attractive trash
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receptacles will disceurage lit-
tering at the park

-Jamaiea- PR
Volunteers organized two sep-
arate beach clean-ups.-One
Volunteer worked with com-
munity leaders to mobilize
sixty citizens to clean up a local
fishing beach. They removed
twenty large containers of
garbage including plastic bot-
tles, cardboard boxes, tin and
Styrofoam containers. The
garbage was removed to the
official dump.

Another Peace Corps
Volunteer assigned to a
Fisheries Improvement
Program facilitated activities to
clean up community beaches
and refurbish buildings and
led environmental education
programs involving 150 fisher-
men and community members
from five different fishing com-
munities.

-Costa Rica-

PCV Shannon Ward, assigned
to Hojancha, Guanacate, con-
ducted a clean-up activity. w1th
the members of the Ecological |,
Club of the community high .,
school and children of the ele-
mentary school. The clean-up
covered the whole town, con-
centrating on the areas sur-
rounding both schools.

-Paraguay-
Volunteers are working togeth-
er with primary schools, the -
municipality of Asuncién, the
US Embassy and USAID to
sponsor a day-long clean-up

.| campaign in a marginal urban
- .area on the outskirts of
. Asuncién, Paraguay.®



L »ot-a by Mark D, Gearan, Peace Corps Director

I want to thank all of you for, keeping me informed and for offering suggestions to me and other
headquarters ‘staff. Although we face significant challenges in the coming year, I am confident

that through our:eollective efforts it will be tremendously successful, and I congratulate you for
your hard-work and.dedication. A S e 4 | gy
The size and nature of the Peace Corps operations present obvious communication challenges, L)

I want to take this opportunity to update you on some of the important issues we have dealt with’
since January. ' ' #

Death of Peace Corps Vdiﬁﬁféer Nancy Coutu

As many of you know, on April 8, 1896, PCV Na.ncy" Coutu was killed in Madagascar.
Following,is a brief summary of what occurred to the best of our knowledge:

Nancy Coutu, a 29-year-old second year Parks and Wildlife Volunteer in Madagascar, was :
attacked while traveling by bicycle fo work during the early morning hours of April 9th: The ..
attack occurred approximately two kilometers cutside of Nancy's village of Bereketa, in the
southérn region of Madagascar. Nancy died of a blow to the head.

Nahcy Cotiti's funeral was-held in Nashua, New Hampshire on Monday, April 15th. Her body
was accompanied to New Hampshire by Country Director Robert Freidman. Director Gearan,
Senator Gregg of New Hampshire and ‘the:Malagasy Ambassador to the U.S., Pierrot
Rajaonariveld,"also attended the funeral: ..« =" E

oy

The Government of Madagascar commenced an immediate and intensive investigation into -
Nancy's killing. Three suspects have been arrested and are standing trial this week. No further.
details on the perpetrators or a motive can be confirmed at this time. We have every confidence
that the Malagasy Government is doing all it can to bring to justice those individuals responsible
for this heinous act. Inspector General Charles Maddox and IG Investigator Brian Hess traveled”
to Madagascar at my reguest, and they have worked closely with local law enforcement officials. -

We are shocked and deeply saddened by these recent tragic events. Our hearts go out to Nancy
Coutu's family and to the staff and Volunteers of Madagascar during this difficult time. :
Budget T

Although the FY 1997 Congressional Budget process has just begun and it will be some time
befére our FY 1997 funding levels are certain, Peace Corps is moving forward with the FY 1997 -
FY 1998 IPBS Strategic Planning Process. In light of the uncertainty, my guidance to the Agency’
requested that all Associate and Reglonal Director’s provide IPBS plans that assume funds are -
provided to maintain current operations as well as plans that assume a 15% reduction in fund-
ing levels. This will‘enable us to plan for the widest range of operating scenarios in FY 1997, and
will, I hope;.avoid your having to prepare a series of reduction plans in response to various con-
gressional requests during the apppropriations process. While I know this is a challenge for
everyone, | appreciate the work being done to plan within this framework and I look forward to
hearing your ideas and suggestions during the IPBS senior staff forums in mid-May.: We hope to -
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provide final decisions and guidance by mid-
June, -

Conference on International Volunteerism:
“Innovative Thinking for the 21st Century”
Vice President Al Gore will deliver the keynote
address to commence the Peace Corps
.Conference on International Volunteerism
scheduled for April 30th and May 1st in
Washington. I am pleased to report that over
thirty-five organizations’ directors, represent-
ing every geographic region, have accepted our
invitation to gather at Georgetown University.
Participants will include directors from Japan
and Papua New Guinea, Great Britain and the
Czech Republic, Argentina and Chile, Mali and
Swaziland.

The conference discussion will address the fol-
lowing topics: development needs of the new
millennium; the role of volunteer organizations
in helping indigenous volunteer organizations
develop; the role of volunteer organizations -
within the context of crisis; and methods to
promote the support of our efforts back at

S
)

&\\

ence report for subsequent distribution.

Haiti
The Peace Corps recently re-opened its office
in Haiti. Twelve Trainees will arrive on April

30, 1996. CD Francine Rodd is currently par- -

ticipating in Overseas Staff Training, and will
participate in the Miami Staging. Haitiis a
priority country for the Peace Corps and
steady growth in the program is anticipated.
The first group of Volunteers will work in three
program areas—agro-business/forestry, ani-
mal husbandry, and community development.
The program will initially concentrate on the
southern region of Haiti.
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South Africa i e
Start-up activities continue in Peace Corps
South Africa. Trainees are scheduled to arrive
at the beginning of the new year, and will be
focusing primarily on education programs in
the northern seetor of the country. CD Earl
Yates will be attending Overseas Staff Training
in May arid is expected to arrive in country by
the end of June. Meanwhile, John Peterson,
APCD/Admin, has arrived in Pretoria and is
searching for officé and residential space.

This new post-opening is an exciting challenge
for Peace Corps, and we look forward to
watching it flourish.

Crisis Corps

Our initial efforts with the Crisis Corps have
shown good results and high potential. Eight
Crisis Corps Volunteers are rebuilding homes
lost to Hurricane Luis in Antigua and training’
young Antiguans in hurricane-resistant con-
struction methods. This Antiguan project fol-
lows successful pilot projects with Rwandan
refugees in Tanzania and in drought mitiga-
tion in southern Africa. The response to the
Crisis Corps among Volunteers, RPCVs and

. fellow development agencies has been over-

home. We anticipate a lively and thoughtful = < ‘|’ whelmingly positive. Peace Corps has the

discussion which will be captured in a confer- .

technical language and:cross-cultural skills
that are enormously useful in-disaster and cri-

| _sis interventions.

AD/10 Jack Hogan has convened a Crisis
Corps Working Group which is pulling togeth-
er ideas for a Crisis Corps policy and proce-
dures statement. This policy statement will be
forthcoming within the next few weeks. Many
of you have already shared your ideas with us
and your input is still welcome. The potential
of the Crisis Corps to respond effectively to the
pressing human needs and to promote long-
term development in the midst of our crisis-
plagued world will be truly realized only with
your help and advice.



VRS

The 35th Anniversary will be the focal point
for the VRS recruitment campaign this
spring. All of their nationwide activities to
date have concentrated on Peace Corps’ 35-
year legacy. Some.of the more notable events
have mcluded a first»ever, live interactive

“Faces of America” minority recruitment tele-
conference aimed at students form over 300
historically Black, Hispanic and Native
American colleges; and Peace Corps campus
blitzes at top-producing schools, utilizing
Agency Senior staff. VRS continues to place a
major emphasis on using Internet as a
recruitment tool and anticipates the imple-
mentation of an electronic Peace Corps appli-
cation by mid-summer.

| Agency Events

Our 35th Anniversary weekend celebration
served to highlight the Peace Corps story to
the American public. Several of the major net-
works ran stories about our 35 years of ser-
vice, RPCVs from across the nation came to
Washington D.C. to celebrate, and several of
the former Directors, including Sargent
Shriver, Jack Vaughn, Kevin O'Donnell, Don -
Hess, Nick Craw, Elaine Chao and Carol
Bellamy, came to headquarters to wish Peace
Corps Happy Anniversary. Once again, the
Peace Corps family turned out to give its °
heartiest thanks to the agency that played
such a significant role ini their hves

Several prominent speakers have visited
Headquarters recently. In the past four
months, Ron Brown, Former Secretary of
Commerce, Strobe Talbott, Deputy Secretary
of State, and George Stephanopoulos,
Assistant to'the President, have spoken with
agency staff. Administrator of the
Environmental Protection Agency is scheduled
to visit in May.

I am encouraged by the number of Peace
Corps employees in the field who have con-
tacted me with suggestions for improving the
way Peace Corps operates, and I truly hope
that you will continue to share your ideas with

me through-out the year.e
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