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"T've a_ﬂ'ected twelve little
gir

Rich Valelka, on his proudest PC achlevement, coaching a girls’
basketball team to the Azuay Championship. S
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“Fire knows me.”
Jack Bellanger, boasting about his prowess for building campfires
in harsh weather, seconds before rain and wind knew better

LA d-1-01 0 L 1-1 1 1 11

“Creo que despues de dos aiios de vivir yo en
Bolivar, ya todos los sistemas y las letrinas

estaran hechos.”
Super Velunteer Kar]l Ricbel, modestl arguing against bein,
4 replaced in his é. i &
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“If that didn’t make a Christer out of me
nothing will.”

Dave Bolko, reflecting on a recent bus crash he survived without a
scratch

000DV PODOD

“Thank God _for World War I1.”
Thomas Harrils, d

a discussion about the developments the
War contributed to modern climbing gear.

“It’s moving! It's alive!”
Melisaa Mitchell, when a monkey climbed into her bed during a
Jungle trip.
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“How come you didn’t scream?”
Anonymous, to their mate, after consummating their relationship.
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“The best thing about Guayaquil is the Velveeta

cheese on the burgers at Burger King!”
Gemne Martin, on the culinary pleasures of Ecuador's largest city

‘I don’t know what I'm going to do. .
know what 'm going to do .
Merk Stillman, s his head, after findin,

aﬁaout Chrls Samuel
would be his roommate on a week-long Galapagos cruise.

) I don’t
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‘I mean, I generally like men.”
Chris Samuel, when asked to describe her type of guy
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Christine's
Corner

“She opens her mouth to speak,
what comes out’s a mystery.
Thought about, not understood,
she’s achin’ to be.”

The Replacements

he above lyric was chosen

by Juan Carlos in his

attempt to write my editor-
ial for me. It was a failed
attempt, with JC unable to cap-
ture my style with his words.
Interesting, though, is the fact
that he has wanted to write an
editorial for me since he first
started as Managing Editor.
Why could this be? Who knows.
Who can begin to fi out
Juan? Anyway, I like the quote.
It's always easier to start an
article with a quote.

The new El Clima staffers and
JC, Kendall, and I just had a
meeting with Jean Seigle. We
discussed policy, procedure, and
our work style. Arguments are
common around here, and that's
the way I think it should be.
Debate is the seed of growth. I
find it hard to believe how far El
Clima has come since I first
started to work on it. We had
almost no administrative direc-
tion, few submissions, and not
many people wanting to work on
the newsletter, Now, we have
an on-going, active dialogue
between administration and our-
selves, we have more submis-
sions than we can fit in a 50-
page publication (issues never
used to be more than 30 pages),
and we have more people
wanting to work than there are
positions available. What an
incredible turn around, I feel
very fortunate to have been
around while all of these
changes have taken place. El
Clima is a Peace Corps organiza-
tion that produces a tangible,
productive piece of work every
other month. That is one of the
things that attracts me about it.

It is an inherently educating,
constructive process, Every time
I work on EC, I learn something.
I debate a different issue or deal
with a new controversy. I am
proud to have been Editor of El
Clima.

What can | say about my "right
hand man” Juan? Who would I
argue with if he wasn't here? He
has been a great assistant and
has made an incredible creative
contribution to the newsletter. I
first believed that JC became a
part of E] Clima just to scam per
diem. But, it turned out tobe a
real pleasure to read his articles
and watch him take-offas a
writer. That is another reason
that I'm thankful for EC— it
serves as an outlet for creative
energy and talent, I'll be the
first in line at the signing party
for Juan’s first book. Country
Director Jean Seigle has been a
real inspiration to me. Sheis a
hard-working, intelligent, articu-
late, giving, and motivational
person. The list could go on, but,
what I really want to say is that
I feel lucky to have been able to
work with her. I think of her as
a role model and mentor. We
are fortunate to have her here at
Peace Corps Ecuador.

n to a new topic, I took

Julie Piskur to the airport

in April. What a sad
gxoming, after an elg_l:uccessﬁ.ﬂ

on voyage party-effort on

Julie’s part. She drank four
margarita shots and fell asleep
after only a short time dancing
at our fave hangout. Still
though, I have various fond
memories of us hanging out "all
night long," While watching her
walk through that yellow door-
way to her plane, I couldn’t help
imagining my own departure.
What a weird feeling— to
become a Peace Corps ghost; to
think about someone mentioning
my name in a conversation and
saying, “Oh, you wouldn’t know
her. She was here before. She
was really cool.” And that would
be that. Boo, hoo, hoo, cry I, a
soon-to-be phantom in the
annals of PC history. It happens

to all of us sooner or later, and
then we get to join the exciting
ranks of the RPCVs— a bunch of
crotchety old (a state of mind,
not a number) people with
weavings and bits of foreign pot-
tery and a few broken seashells
from Tanzania decorating their
graduate school dorm room or
manager’s office at K-Mar:. Woe
is me— unavoidable is my des-
tmi The best I can do is try to
pick out the most tasteful
tapestry I can find during my
last "Saturday-in-country-I-bet-
ter-buy-everything-I-see” trip to
Otavalo. After that, I will go to
Florida for a couple weeks, then
to Chicago, and then to Boston
to start grad school at the end of

August.

have met some great people

here, especially at the end of

my service. You guys are
really cool. It's a shame I don’t
have more time to hang out. 1
look forward to being reunited
with you all in RPCV-land. You
cannot escape— unless your
name is Andrew Swift,

Chris Samuel
El Clima Supervising Editore
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~ Juan Catlos Velasquez

or wy fans, (I know I have

at least two), it is a wish

come true, For my detrac-
tors, & nightmare., Yes, yes, I am .
the new Editor of El Clima, I.7 <
now have the title ta fit what weé -
have known all
Chris be the
now but she is hi

Conch, . .

Seriqusly, I.am excited to be the
new Editor., First, th&utl%l, I
must express my.gratitude to .
Chris Samuel, whg has been a
true pleasure tg work with. We
have often been at each other's: . *
throats but we have always been -
able to remain the best o _
friends, It has been the ideal
work relationship, Chris once
ed;wggkﬁl.is' on Bl Clima, I ,
thought you were just trying to
scam per digm.. I never thought
ou, would work so hard on it.”
Vell Chris, I can honestly say.
that working with you made . -
working hard on El Clima fun. -

We sort of went throughalot -, |

together and it just won't be the -
same.withayt you. T would like.
to thank Karl s, Pete. .~
Fontaine,Jodi Hammer and .

Wendy Pearce from Omnibus.72 |

and of courge, “Quemperi,” for all-
of their hard work for this issue."
These new young punks seem .. -

along. ThaveJet . &

e, “When you first start-"

4

very enthusiastic. IIqok forward

to continued contibrutions from-
them.. A

. hant];%ou all for the many

" contribfitions. ' Please con-

tinue to send :plﬁthing and

everything and we will try to fit

it irr. “Specifically, please contin-

ue to serid funny quotes for

}Como?. Well, enough BS, lets
low this thing, L

I hear there is.a-budget crisis on
capifol hill. ‘'What else is new?
Itspems those-pesky mighty -
Newton power -mongers are l66k-
ing to cut foreign aid and maybe
even Peace Corps. No, not -
JFK’s beloved Peace dorps!
Well, PC Ecuador is being asked
to trim ita budget just in case.
At the recent Water job confer-
1e;inne w‘e);&v%re ?%:‘d for 8-
ons. Qh bpy!- Of ¢course, the
perfect forum fir always-whin- °.

ing Vilunteers to gripe about -,
*what they doii’t like about PC '
- Bougdor.. 8 o
from péactipe (requiring mia |

um Spaniéh); intriguing . -
(ditc¢hing meglipal and gmn with |
et . 1 'a private carrier), pre ctagle o
eadupto Hed e - :
T «Xsink or swim~drop training and

a woman), Now Pml;ﬁgg :lgé 4 " get efﬁut in your site after a.
: -. ] week) o

stions varied = -

ing staff), to, mind-bogeling

. 'T'was a non-participang:ir the

" discussion. ﬂ is usually the

- casp, I'avoid "bitch and whire

" pessions.” I like to think things'
1- ‘through before running off my

mouth. Ihave given this some

| thought and because I am who I
. am, here’s what I came up with." -

.Nor part of Volunteer
expenses.or support
4 should be cut or eliminat-

- 'ed-with the exception of job con-
" ferences at Alandaluz and the
- Hotel Chorlavi. If anything, the
i i::gs are'too low as it is.

ome
staff do seem overworked and
‘there seem to be a lot of cars in
‘fhe *pool”, but I don’t have the

| ~facts. S¢ what does that leave?
. It seems that most of the budget

‘wiiste goes to pamperin,
Trainees for twelve weeks. -

. 1 can personally say that train-

" ing for me Was a colossal waste

- of time and money. All1bagi- -
. cally learned, outside of a few" -

technical insights, was where
the Quito hot spots were. As if
that wasn’t enough, I also got a
free all-expense paid vacation to
Cuenca with side trips to the
beach at Jambeli, the Ingapirca
ruins, and Latacunga thrown in.
I also got a free tour of Quito,
several museum trips, and a trip
to the Equator! What great fun

I bad in‘training and'all at the
US\'taxpayer‘g.:exmsgy e

k, let’s 160k at the'facts,

Yes, I was bagically fluént

in Spanish when T got
here, Thave a degree in Civil
Engineering with an' emphasis
in Water dnd ‘haveé work éxperi-
ence with water gystems. I have
traveled to South America ="'
before, including Beuador: Tn -
short, I was ready to go from the
start -wige, technically-
and cul y. -And Iundér-

~1. stand that T was'an"exception, -
- But gtill, I went through those !

. twelve Weaks. Why? 3 "_'.' b
It {s hard Za¥ me to believe'that

‘out of 100,000 applicants; the
placement: sffice and retruiters .
can’t-find people who are basi<
cally qualified to come here, 86 -

' .thﬁéyl_; WOlf..ﬂd only n?:;ltg f“gwf'
" weeks-gf'training ad of a
‘ few.months. A.little bitof -

Spanish and Tech review and a:

. short orientatien to Ecuadoris
- gll tKat would be needed. Other

‘than learning the varjous ways :
“to die by‘eating a bag of fritada,

what elge did we learn that was:
absolutely. necessary? - Let me-
just gay that I have the utmost
regpict for Training Director -
Tim Callaghan and these com-
ments are not a reflection-on his
or-the staffs performance but
rather on the institution af
training ifself. The'followingis’
one persol’s opinion ofhow - -

' training can be changed.

1. Spanish. I thinka mintmam

.requirement is a'good idea but

hardly necessary. In my train-.

| ing group, there were probably

16 people whose Spanish was - -
good enough from thé start. ' And
another 10-15 wete ready after
one month. That was almost
half of the group of 59 who didn’t
need the full three months of * -

. langiiage training. Additionally,

many others were at a “passing”.
level after two months, but
regressed during the third
month, which was lost to site
visits and tech trips. There :
should be a target for every
Omnibus of "half qualified."
That is, half of the trainees don’t



need Spanish and the rest do.
That is easily attainable, Those
with the Spanish would leave
training after a month. The oth-
ers would stay a second with
just Spanigh. -

2. Volunteer visit/ Tech trip.
Every year the Health group vis-
its Elandaluz as part, of their
“training”, while in my omnibus
at Jeast, the Special Ed. -
group cruised the beach-
eg of Salinasand -
Crucita. Is this really
necessary? Both of
these trips
(Volunteer visit,
and Tech trip)
can be elimi- .
nated alt,q- .
gether but -
since we

want. - -
Trainees to .
adapt and
learn, we

can just .
combine the
two into one
4-5 day trip.
Trainees visit;.
Volunteers in.
the field and
get practical -
technical jfifor~
mation, notfora
vacation. -

3. Site Visit. Do :
Trainees realy
need twa? Do
they really need
one? Back in
Peace Corps his-
tory, Volunteers
used to have
training in
another ¥
country and < §
get, 2\
dropped

into their
sites

béfore see-
ing them.
Granted, this
is a little
harsh, but I
believe.niost
lived to.te]l about.

it.. We're not shopping for a
home or car here. That'’s why
they call it an assignment. Let
Trainees go to their site one
time for.two or three days. How
muich time do they really need?

Volunteers can find housing, ete.

when they get there. Most do
i anyway.

4. Technical Tr g, Most.
Volunteers learn eyerything /-
ﬁaeﬁ;rrl need to know when they're
in their sites. .%rg'ﬂ vgebfek of after-
neen séssjons phanld He gnough
o familiarize Trainees With. ©
need to know gvery blpody thin
before they get there.- For thOEBg
who think this isn’t prigngh, .
there can be 3 one month follow-
up where Volunteers are better -
prepared to ask questions
about what they neéd-to
know.

‘sorng of the bagies. Théy don't; .

5. Miscellangous:
Training. I believe
- you learn about a cul-
ture by living in it, not
by listening toan -
American tell you
about it. We are
adults and we can
&% learn and adapt and
| make decisions, A’ - -
{ couple of I:esaions to-
get peop inki -
about differences agn‘d
acceptance are
enough. Other ses-
sions such as the.
Health Fair are basi- -
eally a way for Health
" Volunteers to get per
diem in Quito. We all
know and don't need -
td be told to use a con-
dom, boil our water
- and watch what we
- eat. A prime example
| of Trainees getting
' panipered.

hat’s one week

of visits and = -

three weeks of -
Spanish with a féw"
tech and cultural ses-
sions. Those Trainees
with the Spanish then
go to their sites. The
others stay either
another month or
until they can roll
their r’s, whichever .
comes first. A little
harsh? Maybe.
Tough medicine?
Probably.: Necessary?
What would Newt
think?e =




! _Congratulations
to-Omnibus 73!
Peace Corps

8 Ecuador extends
a warm welcome
O .wsurthn't,y

S t’hree hewest
Volunbeers ' We ou well in
your, service, You will hear it,
from ‘Your peers and from staff,
“The first six months are the
hardest.” Pleasge let us know if
you need help during these next
few months. Your fellow
Volunteers can’be a %reat source
of support and kno

Transitiph, again, As I finish up
this article, it’s Saturday morn-
ing and El Clima staffers are at
work putting this edition togeth-
er. The passing of the editorial
torch goes from Chris Samuel to
Juan Carlos Velasquez. Thank
you Chris for your positive atti-
tude and hard work. You'll be
missed around here. I do think
we'll-see you someday on CNN, -
reporting from some far corner of
the globe. ‘ Best of luck to you
and &ll the rest of the COSing
members of Omnibus.69. Thank
you for your oomnntment to
Peace OTPS, - - ;

ood news: Volunteers will
e receiving a lemg

Allowance inicrease in
their July paychecks, It will be
retroactive to June; 'We are also
once again reviewing the appro-
priateness of qur categories, _
There will be changes. You'lk
receive a memo with details-and
amounts of the increase a& 86Gn
as we finish the analysis.
Thanks-for your patience.

Below you’ll find lots of updates
on varying topics. Take care of
yourselves, sto&eeto say hello if
you're in the O

BUDGET:

In the last two months we've
been bugy with budget matters.
Elsewhere in’El Clima you will
find a letter from Carol Bellamy
explaining how we are faring in
the budget process. Letme . .

updata you ori where weareas

PC/Ecuador. We receive two.
training classes per year - in
August and it Febriiary. ;

Although we are s,lready well
into tlﬂlgnmngkfgr ouf:; Augnst
group; we do nat. know for cer-
tain the total n}mber of '
Trainees we will receive. Our
position has been that we do not
want to bring t[.‘rsmees into the-
country if w canmt support
them eﬁ‘ecﬁVéljc eamng pro-
viding a reasansble iving
Allowance and apsfopriate pro-
fessional, technical and medical

support diiring ﬁhelr service,

urmg the annual prepara-
tion of our budget, we pre-
pare a st:rategy statement
digcuiss where we think
PC/Ecuadorjhould go in the
next few years, At the last VAC
meeting, I distributed
PC/Ecuador’s Strategy
Statement to the representa-
tives. It is in¢luded at the-end of
this column, Tt 1ays out our
plans fur where we would like to

go—given accompanying
resource levels to support our
plan. Itis clear to me that if our
budget is ciit we will have to
make hard choices about ending -
our programming in at least one
sector. We are currently await-

ing word on what our F¥‘'96 ™

resource levels will be.

AT

TRANSITION:
Chuck Bacquet, previously PCs

| Deputy Director, is serving as

our Acting Director, given Carol
Bellamy’s departure-en May 1, to
be Worldwide Director of
UNICEF at the United Nations.
Chuck has a long and distin-
gl.ushed career in Foreign

ervice It is good to know that
we're in competent and experi-
enced hands. I'll let you know,

|

oy

as we. do, who President Chntqg
nominagtes as the next Peace -

Corps Director. That individual.
will need to pass Senate e
Confirmation Hearings pnor to
takmgoﬁee e

PCV' 'VEL Chang ges |
If you filan to travel to Cplombia
or Perii on vacation, you must
ask for authorization ahead of |
time, Your travel plans willbe
considered for approval on a case
by case basis. In the case of
Peri, concern is focused on the
EcuadorlPerﬁ border area.
should not be.a problem.
In Colombia, the incidence of
kidnappings and violence - .. " °
against extranjeroshas . . -
increased dramatically: Pleﬂse
submit your travel plans well in
aa.d.\na.t;:utg:l 80 ﬂ:ﬁtﬁ we can e;g’v:lse ._
you of the specific se
threats, and change gﬁlns
accordingly lfnecessary

sAlSSPORTS - ed Xe
olunteers are request to keep
their passports in the PC safe in
Quito. The reason is simple: if -
we need to get you out of the . .
country for a family eme cy
or for emergency meglical cgre,
we need to havs your, dssport.

If you have a:personal passport
you may wish to Kespthat with |
you in your siteé; howaver, your -
official passport shall be ‘f:ept
with Maria Eugenia i t e safe, .
If any Volunteer has a question .
about this or believes she/he has'
a reason to keep the ofﬁgial pass-
port, please discuss that with me
or Barry. Otherwise, ‘the next
time you are in Quito, please
leave your passport thh Marfa "
Eugenia.

JUST ANO’IHER MC :
MDY it
ondays are vi y
here in the nfﬁ::ym 1'Quito. Every
second Monday, I begin the day
with a Team Meéting at the
Embassy, we then have our Staff
meetitig here b gnning at about
1100. On the “off” Monday, we
begin dur staff meeting at 0930.
These meetings last up to two
hours, dependmg upon our agen-
da. Iknowitis ating for -
PCVs who want to meet with
their APCDs or other staff, to



find us tied-up in meetings. If
ou plan to be in Quito on
onday to est ith'a staff per-
son, pleasephone ahead to .
insure e/he Will be avail- |
able. -7 .
LIST OF CONFERENCES
We are publishing a tentative -
list of up-¢ Conferences for
your mformathon Spetific dates
may change; you'll rece:we
detailed
for an  Conferenich that includes
leaaé c‘Heck the calendar

Pesce Cdrps 'Eeuaﬁor 25
Reunion.” .
About 40 RPCVs'who served in
Ecuador around 1970 will be
returning to celebrate their 25th
reunion at the beg
st. They will be staying
theortabm Alina];u'gil),y a1l 660~
resort now man. an RP
from that e¥a aﬂgs
Er:uadoreeﬂPc ‘Same of the
Vs ‘will be visiting
their old sites, and have asked to

be tmtouohmthnearhycur- :

rent PCVs Tl let know as ]
get. more detaxls onygi?i

Strategy Stdatement:
During the n
Peace Corps
re—e% elts'_

intend to ;mprove our overall
effectiveness as . development

or prop‘oses to

e

agency yzing how our..
work with-100 ) Host, Country
Agenties aﬁ e  Jocal community
level mter tb. ofher sus-,
able devef ifment efforts. A :
Du hcahon will be minimized.
We will continue to work from
the grassroots up in program-
ming areas that-are being
neglected by the National -
Agenda: animal and agm:ultur-
al prp&uchon jn indige
mufifies, urban youth, water
and sanitatioh promotion. We
will oomplete the consohdanon
OF,0Ur programming such that
each of our'six Ecuadorean
APCDs will be managing one -
proJe.i:t by the end of FY97.

The focusmﬁ of our programmat-
ic eﬁ'ort‘.’s will be complemented

information beforehand -

felgtionship with
; ] ' i

nous com- .

by more balanced geographic dis-
tribution of site placements. We
recognize our Tespon, ty to
avoid the perception’

Quito-based otganmation w111 be

unrespongive to meetmg the
needs of Ecuador’s three regions.
We will continue to etandargéloze

" site elevtion eriteria and |

procesgxeg bgtz;l PCVY momto?:g,
requir across projec
We will incregse the co-place- :
ment of PCVs in response to real
community rieeds ard to im wﬂr
PCV peer support. This
accomplished by increasing the .
coordiniation between AP Ds -
during site development prior to
PST. We will strive to think and
act as team meinbers of Peace
Co s Ecuador rather than as
individual managers, - N

We will train bir Volunteers to .
more comprehensively under-
stand Pea¢e Corps’ development
philoggphy in re p to
capacity building and resource
dependence. {domg 80, we
plan to help Volunteers better
understand their role in the com-
plex and ever- world of
development. Onr budget pro-
poses to pmv;de 8 with an
adequate Living Ailowance and
to improve theu' training in

health, safeiy, aud technical
areas,

During the next three years we
recognize that we most probably
will be required to make hard
choices which will limit our abili-
ty to meet Ecuador’s develop-
ment needs, Given US budget
realities and eluﬂ:m? priorities,
we will most probably decrease
the number of traihees invited to
Ecuador, and make correspand-
ing cuts in staff and support
areas. We will do pur best to
make those decisions fairly and".
openly.

Jean Seigle, Country Directore .

El Chp; ‘bnnonthl S
a,n?l or the Peaca orps
commu'm of Ecuador an
beyond. Opinions expressed are
thoeerof e author and are not
necesean the oplmons of the .
the Peace Corps,

l;Jmmt States

gupmieing Editor Chns*
Edjj;o;.- Juan Carloe Velas dﬁmz

on
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A oo fontaine

et s o

Nicole Dino and Mar

Submit artlcles for &ubhcatlon
by leaving th

submissions folder on either
Quito’s computer’s hard disks
and pl:;u:ng1 a hard (printed)
copy 1n lima mallbox, or
by mail to: :

a y

El Clima
c¢/o Cuerpo de Paz
Casilla 17-03-636

Quito

Deadline for the next two issues:
Jul/ Aug issue - Jun. 28
Sep/Oct issue - Aug. 30
m



Doni‘Dogg

"HipHop

By Ralph Coleman, Tharra®

“This is not u bunch of rantings
but o bunch of black man’s pride.
Yet I can safely say, Fve never-

played a sister by touching her’
where ler private parts reside; ~
Pve always walked the right side :

of the rowd, If I wasn’t making

song, L wouldnt be a thug selling

drugs, bat o' man with a plan
and if I uias a rig cleaner, I bet

you Poss would wve the cleanest.

e'tibove was a portion
““taken ffom the song, “I
»_am,” by De La Soul on

their Tatest release,
Buhlodne Mind'State.

rugs. ‘Tam™ - *
RO

1t seétnB that whenever
Pve read an atticle on
rap ¢or Hip-Hop)
music, thergis °
always the slanted
opinion that rgp-
music promotés
violence and the
degradation of
women. Imust -
admit that

some artists
utilize such
lyriesto
promotg. . .

such e
think-

ing,

butto
generalize all

rap rhusic as such is a very,
very sdd mistake.

Rap music, like many types of
music, has seyeral categories
into which different styles fall.
The thike'tategories are gang-
ster raf; tonscious rap and com-
mercial rap, -

The most con“t;cvij'eraia.l rap style
that presently exists is gangster
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rap. Several artists such as
Snoop Doggy Dog, Dr. Dre, Ice
Cube, The Dogg Pound and oth-
ers have been heavily criticized
by the media, music industry,
women’s and civil rights groups
for promoting violence, gambling
and the degradation of women.
The argument is that these
artists don’t help in subsiding

the inner-city violence, black-on- | ‘

black crime, violence against
women, ete. 1beg to differ.

Social change .

does not come about by

keeping people silent. These
artists tell of the reality that
exists in their communities. .
How are we to improve these
conditions if no dialogue exists?
By limiting these artists vias to
communicate, through censoring
and other methods, how are we

to know what actually happens .
in the “hood™ By letting the
media tell us on the nightly =
news how many murders =
occuried the night before? I
don’t think so. What.does the
media know about what actually
happens in those communitieg?
Absolutely nothing, They just
report, it and do nothing about it. -

I'have had severa] sonversations
with friends about whether :
gangster rap is constructive or
destructive. We all came to our,
own personal conclusions about
rap; the fact ig that. if the music
itself didn't create a basis for
discussion, then perhaps I
might consider the music to
be unproductive. But it is
productive, It does create
the basis for sound and
intellectual discus-
sét::lg. Therefore, the
ialogue remains
open for change.
Many of those
friends have
returned to gradu-
ate school to obtain
teaching certifi-
cates just so they
can return to the
inner-cities to
teach, Why? To
better the educa-
" tion there and to
provide role
models for some
who are lost,
Their decisions
may not have
been totally -
based on gangster
rap music, but gang-
ster rap music playeda -
significant, role in their deci- -
sions. Therefore, gangster rap-
influenced their desire to help.

.. nother reason ganpgster
rap has come under so
uch heat is because the
music has reached “white-subur-
ban America.™ Sriqop Doggy
gpstyle, sold
ncopies.

Dog’s recording, D
some five or six mi




That means more than just peo-
ple in the hood are buying the
recordings. ‘Gangster rap has
now-crassed the dolor batrier.
Gangster rap-was okéy when it
remained in the inner-cit but
now that it has %rrived
“white-suburban Amenca, all of
a sudden, tl’lare*ls dQniétlﬂng
wrong wi’hh it

also WOnﬁex‘ what would have
happened if J. Edggr Hoover
tad suéseeded in keeping
Martin‘Lither King Jr. silent.
Hoover considéred King a threat
to the society and tried almost
evary means possible to keep
hirr gilent. That is why it pains
me to see'Jesse Jackson and
other black irrdividuals of power
and influence attack angster
rap:' Thesé individuals never
wotild have attempitd to keep
King silent, because King was
marching'fbr gotild] change by
keeping'the dialogae open. If
gangster rp is cexisored, social

change et gommimities will~

never ocsty; When¥ listen to
those lyries; I feel'for those
brother’ and the mentality they
have. I sometities turn inside
and s da‘m.n, something has
got to be darié tb curve this
thifiking and ‘rédirect that vio-
lent energy thio pfoductive
efforts to revitalize many of .
these comﬁimﬁhes However if-
the dm’ldgae is ended what wﬂl
happeh?

Conscmus fap music is my
favorite bedavse it does talk of -
ways to end violence, gambling
and the mistreatment of women,
in the manner they deserve to be
addressed. Unfortunately, these
artists aren’t 48 widely bought
as the artists of gangster rap.
My favorite line is the line
includéd at the beginning of this
article by De La Soul. That line
sums-up a lot 6fwho I am. Th:s

style of rap musi¢ doesn’t receive.
as much press or attention from 3

society, bacause it’s good. The'
negatives are always over- -

empha’.slzed aqd that is the case )

with gangster and conscious rap.
Another favorite song of mine is,
“Sound of Da Police,” by KRS-1,
He intelligently compares the
work of a police officer to that of
an “over-seer” on a slave planta-'
tion. I've lived in inner-city
Washington D.C, and I've been -
overly harassed by the police.
So I do understand the relation
he is trying to make. If a slave
disobsyed, he was whipped. If I
disobeyed where I grew up,
there was 8 passibility of getting
beaten; just ask Rodney King. I
love these artigts because they
think. They ave intellectuals. I
don’t agree: with everything they
.may believe in, butthey think,
So, De La Soul, A Tribe Called
Quest, KRS-1, Digable Planets,
don'ti get. the huge saleg, but
because they.are consciously
aware of what happens in our
communities, they have begun to
act on the dialogue. '

Commercial rap is just that,

cominercialized to sell copies and
more copies, I won’t spend too
much time on these artists, I'll
just mention their names and let
their previous work speak for
itself. M.C. Hammer, Vanilla
Ice, C & C Music Factory. For
me, they don’t talk about any-
t.}ung' ICE, ICE Baby!?! What
on Edrth is that? The lyrics are
weak and the artists sweat

- themselves throughout their
. songs. That does-absolutely
‘| -nething for me. And to make

matters worse, Hammer and
Vanrlla Ice released new record-

ings in 1994-and totally changed -

their style from weak to super

“weak. They are opportunists.

They knew the artists selling big
now are gangster rappers, so
their 1994 releases and images
swayed towards the gangster
rap style. Enough said.

ap music is also not some
Rnew phéenomenon that was
Whorn yesterday. Ibelieve
many of them could be profes-
sional poets. Not just because
their words may rhyme with one

another, but because of their
stance on social and political
issues, They may riot express
their points as eloquently as
Maya Angelou or other well-
known poets, because individu- .
als that read Maya Angelou
probably don’t listen to rap.
Since I eall rappers poets, I have
to.call Maya Angelou a rapper. I
also must say that: many of the. /
samples contained in rap-songs
have origins from soul, funk and
blues. -Many rappers sample
such artists as Jamas Brown, P-
Funk, B.B. King and ofthers, So. .
bemg that these rap artists have
sampled these artists, their ...
mugig.is not new by any stretch
of the imagination. Rap aitists
have acknowledged the musical
accomplishments of the above”
artists by qampl,mg then' ?mus:c.

hese are Just my np:mons :
Tabout my favorite musio. ;"

There are too many mis-
conceptions about rap and I just
got tired of hearing them and
made an attempt to clarify and.
present my own opinions,

1 love to hear constructive criti-
cism. So if you don’t agree with
anything Pve said; I'd like to
hear it. Ilike to hear the posi-
tive and negative sides; so
please, make yourselves be
known. L
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Redality Does Blie
(but thero s sﬂll hope)-’ -

BB

By J.W. Carter ]I[,
San Fpr;nando

Belgw-is an allegory to “Reality '

Bites” fram the Mar [Apr issue of
El'Clima that could have baén wr
written circa:1861.. . . ]

. Lgave ‘emr eve
They always had.food. They :
always had shelten.: When they
needed new:shoes, I'd get ‘ein -
new shoes,’ When they we're:
sick, I'd get ‘em wéll.. My daughar
ter even ta -one of ‘em how
to read. And then they také off] °
All my other friends keep theirs
in chains, all loeked tlght at
night, Here I give mine a ‘1il
freedom and what da.they do?!
This is the thahksI get! Now I
have no one to.hielp me and it’s
almost harvest'time. This has
been one:of the best, seasons in
recent years, and now this hap-
pens; How am1 gmngto pay my
debts th:s year?"

his was Jnst one ofthe

-+ many quotes of farmers

who have been afflicted by
%e ?ﬂwms of Rt;ll?l‘ 2l

nderground oad” i

recent years. This thlevery hae
robbed many ef their livelihood
and left the \Bouth worried-of an
economic crisis. ' Now our newly
elected-president (who has long
voiced his disapproval of

Southern practice) is now trying-

ti% ggelt}&iﬂ;e South’s fears of an. .

8 depreesmn in an :
effort to lure us'away from the
option of secession. But:-what
are we to do? The South
depends on agronomy. -
Agronomy deperds on slav

The Supreme Gourt has deci od- -_

that slavery is:legal under
Constitutional Law.: JW. = .
Carter, 111, disagrees with the
Supreme Court And thgt’s the
whole:point. of this article. We
all have differing opinions, anﬂ
we need to respect that fact: ' -

VIEWPOINT s

Sohowdolf labgl . '
\e slavery

e on
1esue? it simjly, I hate
the i 1de3&|§ta Nos Yner ‘has

m i ;}potr : msade
st'our means-o a
iving'i the Spth. Tve re-re
the article a fow-times, in a
futile attempt to underetp.nd Mr.
Carter‘s viewpoint, wherg he’s
from, why hefeels the

'. wayhe does about slavery (the

eddons why I've recerlf,
rean:fesome

Quincy Ada:it::l ::d%ﬁm

Wilberforce, to no avail). The
factis that the Southern way
ist’f the Northern way. The
g%r;h‘liwng‘ d that’s fine.
an s fine.”
would hope thati the North

: would Just respeot: om' way

_ veryone ) reahty is diﬂbr«
E etbrs suth- as eex, :

soel cono;lmc status,

race, natighidlity, orientation
and ablenéss combiné to mak
each’ m&wid‘ual'e experi¢nce.
unique; '
that'a neigro ‘whose anceitors -
weid sold as sltfves has the same
rights as the rest of us. Fine.
Everyone is entitled to thelr own
opinion. It’s when theyt

make their opinion that o oth
ers that it infringes on that per-
son's mdlvxdual experiences,

I was talkmg with a group of
people one'day about various
facdts of the human existence.
One person raised a question -

about disease, especially plagues

that affect millions of people like
bubonic plague, small pox,
:lgsentery, ete. He asked, “Are
ese plagues brought upon by
unsanitary lifestyles, or is it
God’s wrath upon the nations
that it has inflicted?” One of us,
a man of the cloth, actuall sald,
“Plagues are widespread di
eases that get, fut of control g
The same attitude could be
taken on the slavery question.
When asked, “Does slavery
infringe on a negro’s rights? Is
it wrong?,” we could simply say,
“Slavery is an economic tool
which for various reasons

Southerners find necessary.”

e re-read -

etheirmeansofma'k- | asU.B.

kf :. lan‘iiﬁdec:

8o ons person beh‘evas '

Slavery hae occurred emqe the
dawn of time. : Qur ancestors
have used slay_ee here for about
300 years, yet it: wqgix't until the
last 15 years that anti-slavery
movements have formed in sig- i
nificant numbers. Even the
Church has failed o ¢ome opt as
one body for or agginst, and at -
present many churches accept
and support. slaveny ag an gqo« 5
nomic choige . Py
In 1856, the U.S, Sppreme Cou.rp
made A declswn

: Egatgipol Decision,” .wﬁ*::h statm

sicks whose ancestors.
were sold as slaves had no rights-
Cxtlzel;e ;ln; tiJ:’ .S, ::turtih
e st.court in the.
c d?ﬁ”ﬁmmm
on eas noy, the Co e
= to prohibit slayery and
9{ could Iega]ly be con-
sldered as property. Th S
Supreme Court was wro g -
1856 and a ciyil:war was fought

- m which ? people,dp,ed than

o er wars combined.
Two amendmepts tothe U.S. -
Constitution (the 14th and 15th)
were also passed becaunse of it.

The us. Supreme Court

made another d ec;elon,m )
1978 which wag wrang.
also, and a war has heen raging
that hag taken millions more :
lives than in all othér U.S, wars
%e‘}mbmed mcludmg ﬂxe Civil
al‘ - g =

“No man 1e p.&st;ﬁgd l%: domg evil
the ground.o -expe ency.” -
Theodore Roosevelt . ; cy

“All that is reqmred for ev;J to

triumph is for good people to do '
nothing.”- Edmund Burke®.

Edttor s Note In the upcoming :

| editions of El Clima articles per-

taining to abortion will not be. .
acoepted. While we. ualue sub- -
missions on this topic, we  feel as -
though both sides of this issue_
have been effectively presented




Rights, rights,
who's got the. -

7 the time since I éntered the
Peace Corps, I have read
many articles in El Clitna

and have sat through quite g few

sessions on Diversity including

Minority Rights, Women’s .

Rights, Gay Rights, ete. . .and it

séems, becatise I'm caugasian,

hetergsexual and male, P'm

always niade fo feel like 'm the

bad gy in this ségnario,

Yes, I know itis written sotne-
where that the sins of the =~ '
gttl‘:gra will bﬁ:yisit%d.u on their

ure generations, but somehow
I feel it-ha ;:ﬁmt%om;thdr@;” g

I guess { get really tired of peo-
ple askingef“m or demanding spe-
cial privileges because they are
in one of the Affirmative Action
Plan’s “protected” groups, or . °
because they might be different
from mainstream population. As
a business manager of six years,
I realizé that. we ara nowina -
“worléihgggnbmy""‘ ad I)scl‘n';se of
this, things like Afirmative
Action: just arept going to work
anymore, To be hongst and
straight-forward in business and
in life, you must surréund your-
self with téxe 1;\l';ary best p;t;xl)é%
you can. Be they gay, straight
femaleﬁlmale;, biy?af%rown, %(el’-
ow, white, purple or green; it

g;esn’t matter. Ylou seek out the

est or yon will lose in one way
or anoth_e);‘ m&% end,

es, I know that people are

asking for understanding

of their individual prob-
lems and situations, and this is
only fair because of our dark his-
tory of prejudice and the “good
ol’ boy” network that is just now

starting to deterioraie because of

business reasons not ethical
ones. It's sad but true that it
takes somethirig economical
instead of moral to change

things.

eing raised in a fairly

small town in Colorado, by

a father who I consider to
be pretty much unprejudiced, I
was tanght to look at who a per-
son was by their character, not
through their gender, color or

preference. This has

served me well so far, in just
about all:-g:rsts of my life. Sure,
everyone has personal preju-
dices; I think it's impossible not
to. For gxample, I'm developing
one against Ecuadoreans who
design doorways and bus roofs to
crack my head-on! : :

I guess the point 'm trying to
make here is, instead of looking
at it from a special interest - :
point-of-view —Women’s Rights,
Minority Rights, or Gay _
Ri%hts—why not think in terms
of Human Rights and start
thinking of other people in those
terms? .J mean, why should one
goup be treated any differently
an another? This way people
who try to be fair and objective
aren’t made to feel ashamed of
who they are because of how
they were born, We should be
equal and able to succeed or fail
on our own merits. .

I feel that there are a lot of peo-
ple destroyed through diserimi-
nation as well as reverse dis-
crimination.’ So, from a strictly
Human aspect, everyone should
be treated equal, regardless of
age, gender, ethnic background
or sexual preference. Then, who
we are inside makes how we get
through life a success or a fail-
ure.® :

Letters to the
Editor...

Vacancy in Daule

I have a few comments to make
on Juan Carlos Velasquez' arti-
cle “The Conch” appearing in the-
last issue of El Clima.

K I remember correctly, you
emcghasized in your article the
lack of Volunteers and the dire
need for us in the Coast since it
offers the great potential for true
change in the third-world condi-
tions that you imagined us hav-
ing before we signed up for
Peace Corps. i

saahgree that you had some good,’

mints and possible theo~
ries about the low PCV statistica
in the coast, correlating it with
the possible lack of support that
we (!1), spedking as a Coastal -
Volunteer) receive in that area.
At ﬁrm:,bll feoli!: that you used up
quite a bit of energy worrying
about something tﬁt rex .
doesn’t affect you personally. I
mean, what can you, as a niere'
Volunteer, do about it if
Administration doesn’t do some-
thing first? And, Fll admit that I
was also a bit upset having you
act a8 though you really know
what Coastal life is like, since
you yourself haven't served your
PCV years living on thp coast.
But then I came to your last
paragraph: “One last thing, 1
personally am willing to accept
an immediate transfer with
extension to any of the Coastal
cities mentioned above.”

ucky for you, as-of now,

there is a position open in
=Adyour work program in

Daule and I understand it had

| been offered to you around the
! end of March. As you know,

help ik urgently needed there
ancf th to the abundance of -
work at this agency, I highly -
doubt that you’ll have a moment

VIEWPOINT s
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of boredom (Whatever will hap- 2

pen to El Chmal ?) It’i: PCV’s d
east: wi ou an

the other '&tg Joeh earts‘y

nally had expected PC life to be

like. it's your reaction? -

AT caﬁ’t wait!
B) I'm’ paolnng-my”bage nght
now!! -

C) Why me? 1 don’t want togo -

there! Why can't I stay in Mira?

N on't worry, you can*be
jhonest with ourself. No

¥ one will really know the
truth, but can only guess by your
deeielon (if this article even gets
published, gince you're f.he 5
Managing Edi tor) -

It's unfm‘tunate and I can"t
understand, since you seem to
feel Ho stfongly about this prob-
lem, why you've waited 50 long
to voice your opposition The -
opposition, which in my opinion,
seemingly implied that some
Sierra sites (hmmm, js Mira in
the Sierra?) offer a lese than
“poor, Third World country that
has low living standards, proba-
bly isn't very clean or safe and
needs (me)”.

ed tha;tg,;:m ‘didn't
ous during your site'visit. Why -
the sudden thange of heart?

You stated that this problem
was over your head, but now
you, Ju,fn Carlos, are oﬁ‘ered

your t%eu portuni
C'p statleﬁce.

Doxi’t wait until some big guy in
Washirigton reads El-Clima and

decides to do soinethmg about it

via PC Ecundor Administration.
You, yourself, now have a
chance )

ne last thing I perbonally

to sharg my
ﬁrst-han knowledge of
Dauile with you—and guess !
what? Pve already got some
great‘housmg lined up for you!

Dau]e is w'aitmg for you
Kelly Rahn, Daule®

VIEWPOINT s

.experience. I'm fur- .
thermoré extreriiely disappoint- -
d this obvi- -

Careful w:th the
. Conch

I like how you have used the
symbo] of the Conch a8 your tal-
ismaf’ of El CIima power

I would like to give a fnendly
warning: Remember that in
Piggy whined
too much-and got his glasses bro-
léen t;nd eventt}a]]y fell to hls :
ea

Karl Ban'ks Port.oyieJo' |

Ed’itbrfs' Re'eponsé :

I would like to/thgnk Kelly Rehn
for her excellent and well
thought-out reaponse. We cat
accept criticidm Here at El -
Clima, We certafnly dish it out
enough.. As 1o Ke'lly Rahn’s let-

ter, Imust the main point
-and basis for her challenge. 1
“was hot ahd have never been

4 offered a transfer to Daule or

-any other Coastal site. Idon’t
know how she may have gotten
.that impression. Another result
of the Peace Corps grapevine.

Y s to her disappdintment
that I'ye waited so long

d should have found
‘Mira, “less than poor,” on my
- gite wisit, I can only say this: I,
tunlike many:pther Volunteers,
.never questioned my site after
my site visits: 1 believe that you
sign up, you get put in a site and
that’s it. I didn’ even think I
needed a site visit. I am con-
stantly amazed at stories of .
Volunteers unhappy with their-
sites, requesting a new:6ne, and
this only after visiting for a few
days. If seems some have come
here expecting Club Med and get

it.

n

* grave injustice. I can't chan

dlsappomted when they don’t get

I did not request any site or

region. I told my program man-
ager to put me where he saw fit.

{ T'had no préference. Infact,‘l .
have not had a great experience

in Mira. I actually don’ it,
consrder it the most Km:?ﬁ‘;uf:ym
in Ecuador and I yearn for the
Coast. Yes, it is very clean, safe
and not. poor in the least,

~ Fortunately,.I pnly live in era

and work outside of it, mostly. -,
along the Ihaxra-8an Lorenzo -
route, basically a poor “Coastal”
region. I¥Ven:take Mefloguiti -
since its practibally Esm’eratdaé’
And I enjoy whereé'l ﬁ'ork .

o, it’s not Daule* ﬁ“a\m
WI¥ dﬁh‘{: kn:);v vgla't B#;e

[ to'live dn the o

1 have vigited enough,aﬁd’ ihg 5

estly like it,” I am justtryingto
bring ligh towhat1 aee a8 5} v
1ge it |
even if I do move-te: Dau‘ﬁjz(gepe-, :

cially now since M,

-|. has graciously gecgpj;ed amove

there). But if more pegple like -
Kelly Rahn speak oyt on the -
neiids of the Coast, maybe t}npgs
w:l’l ohange ° o




“clothes and luggages”

T W s -

By Chpls Samuel,

“Unlognnecteé tholﬁghts, wnﬂ’ilcf- -
ing ideas. . . time flies, everything
grows, and words heal,”

Pve been walking around the last
few days with a tightly coiled.
ball of tension, pressure, and
pain inside of my chest. Who
would guess that COSing weuld
be so difficult? ] reglize now how
many,-peétplq 1 will miss upon
leaving Kcuador; my Ecuadorean
family and friends, my work
mates'and mentors, and my
Volunteer friends,

I spoke tp my father the other
night, He's very excited
about my fature, perhaps °
more excited than I
am. Heis also very
concerned about Ty
i_leed for “(céﬁggs iﬁlnd

uggages is the
ey IE; father makes

-the word luggage

- pltizal), books, a sum-
‘mer job, ‘connec-

tiong’, & haircut, jew-

elry, shoes; etc.” He

t‘:ld me ﬂ:;td IIhave.

othing’ am in

urgent need of his

help- I need to get on

the fast track, whip

my mind into a frenzy

and go, go, go-in order

to get ahead. If, in the

process, I lose myy mind, -

then I'm not sure what -
he would do. You see, .
I've spent two yearsin the
Peace Corps. Because of this, I
am fundamentally ‘out:of touch’.
I could be coming back from
Mars for all he knows. This -
could be a dangerous time for-
me. I could have some new

ideas. I could shave my head, I -

could join a cult, I could pierce

my nose.if 'm not taken control
of right away. Hence the urgent
need for my father to take me
back under his wing. I suddenly
felt like I was 10 years old again-
-Iwasaw rd child who
wanted to go outside and play
instead of doing her homework.
I felt the need to obsy. Forget
the fact that T wanted to spend
more time in Ecuador, forget the
fact that I wanted to visit my
mother and my brothers, forget
the fact that I know from past
erience that with my father’s
help comgzclr;'; nglhé‘:i int;.rfer,e
in every-decision e. Forget
that I have .
different
priorities
right

/. now.

1>

\\\\\\\\\\\\\ Forget the

fact that I have lived for three
years on my own because accord-
ing to my father, "I was still
being taken care of"-- either by
my ex-boyfriend or by the U.S.
government. Suddenly I was
saying, “You're right, Dad. I've

. got to get serious, I've got to get

a job, there's no time to0.see Mom
in Florida, I need clothes and
jewelry (even though I don't like .
to wear it) and ‘luggages’, and
they should say ‘Dooney and
Bourke.’” i :

How did this happen? How
could I slip back into thatold .
role? Do you know what it feels
like to hand over control of your
life? It's hardly a nice feeling. I
realized all this after the phone *
call, While it was taking place, I-
couldn’t out whgt wag. -
going on--it was as if I were
caught up in a whirlwind, of.
ambition. While talking about
it with some friends, I realized
something. I can take care of
myself and do things my own
way.  Money cannot be every-
thing to me, The things I have
learned in Peace Corps cannot be .
taken away from me and cannot
be given away. Ihave discovered
what my independence means.. - .
It is everything--it's my.free- .-
dom to be what I want fo . .
be, to lave who I want;to ..
lave, to not wear jewelry, .
to like Ace of Base, and.
even to pierce my noss if I
want to. It is so much
more than ‘luggages’ and
clothiéls, jewelry and a
car, Everything grows
and words heal. I'm not
ten years old anymore
and I don’t want to need
Tuggages’ with the right
name brand to make me
feel secure in being who I
am. So while I'm swanning
away a week in the .
Galapagos, getting tanner and
sipping a pifia colada with Marlk.
by my side, I will forget about
e rat race, I will not obsess :
over my future. I willliveina
Present of my own making. This
is the most valuable gift Peace .
Corps could ever give me. How
can I thank you all? For what I
have found is me. ©



A Director's Update and Farewell

The following drticleis gn April
Loy Sorpand aricleis gn Apri
from past-PC Worldwideegirector
Caro Beltamy._ 4

Dear Jean: . -
I wanted to update you, your
S pr e
eral igshes that were discuss

in myg “Staté of the Agency”
speech back in February, as well
as &t fmportant change that has
occurred for me personally,
Although we can communicate in

various ways~by e-mail, cable, -

fax, ar phone—I don't want the
%Jay:g‘ distance between
ington and the field to

obscure the yalue I place on hav-

ing & direct dialogue with you..
Peace Corps’ FY 1886 Budget
The budget process continuedssas'
Congress considers the
President’s budget request of
$234 million for Peace Cm As
Ko_u’ve probably seen on or
eard on BBC, these are chal-
lenging budget times for all gov-
ernment agencies, even for popu-
lar programs like ours. On
March 7, I defended our budget
before the House subcommittee .
which appropriates funds for the
Agency. The work that
Volunteers are doing around the
world made & strong case for the
ﬁqncy, as did the steps we are
g to streamline operations
and achieve savings here at
headquarters.’ Because Peace
Corps continues to.

we can come as close to the. - -
President’s request, as possible,
Recognizing budget realities,
however, I anticipate thginw*?

take a ret in fund
It’s too éarly to t:ellEf' how miuch.
But whatever di t

)8 We
have to take to adapt togt:h?’ese

realities, I know that we sharea

common objective: to keep as
many Volunteers working in the
field as possible.

The next step in the process will
likellLyIv be sometime in May when
the House International
Relations Committee is tenta-
tively scheduled to authorize

‘| devoted to improv

enjoy biparti-- .:
san support in Congress; I-hope -

funding for Peace Corps-and - -
other agencies in the foreign
assistance account. We are fol-
lo the budget process close-
ly, and I have been meeting with
members of Gotigress regufarly
to make the case for Peace .
Corps’ budget. We will keep you
informed as the process moves
forward through the summer.

Peace Corps Takes a
Technologickl Leap

Over the last year; a great deal
of tilne and energy has been

g the way

Peace Corps does its business. -

| Last Qatober, wé decided to take

a hard lovk at-how the Agency
managed its information sys-
tems, In thi.;la ;gtogzgigne\éenﬁn

overnment, 8, 8N

e need to get the most for our

money, it was clear that we
neetz:g to modergi::ie it(:fl:lr antti;l-
qual fraﬁmen ormation
system’ ant technology.

We have 'jﬁst finished a -co:hpre-
hensive review and now have a

| conerete set of recommiendations

that will take our information
infrastructure into the next cen-

| tury. Although it will take some

time to implement, we will devel-
op computer technology that will
improve the way we communij-- -
cate with one another, and néw
information systems that will
strengthen the way we do our
business in Volunteer delivery,
Human Resources ment,
and Financial Management. I
think that this is a great invest-
ment in Peage .Gm:ps’ future and
will have a dirept impact, on our
ability to. devote more resources
in mare efficient ways to
Volunteers in the field.

| Reihvention Lives

Thanksto folks 'throu%hout' the
Agency, Thoare than 100 pages of
8 stions were generated as a
result of Fe 8 “Tirhe-Out”
exercise,: Many of these ideas
have been ineorporated info the
IPBS process, and some were
immediately folded into Agency
cost-saving considerations for
budget reductions. A number of
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arly creative sugges-
dbout the structure
g of Peace Corps,
ere at head ers.
Maureen Carroll, .
mnning and Policy
Analysis, to/head a working
group to examine the ideasin
more depth and, nsider any. .
would engure that -
e Corps is the most
| effective grassrogts -
development agency on the intey~:
national scene. Youwi]l,h_ef,
more about this group’s work ~ * |
soon. In th¢ meantime, ifyou '~
Sugg Bﬁdns’ tﬁatyoul ;‘ ‘_ ﬁ
glevant to the topic, "
‘touch with - -~ "=
irectly as soon as:pos-- :

bf&ou_h'.a‘;e iy

has appointpd me as the next
Executive Director of the United
Nations C d (2

Secretary
e B T s
ar. » -,

elighted the -ﬂeﬁuzyDirect?d? _

y leadership as

uhtil the

as Director-~have been very .
i mﬁ My trips to our. .

dthq_gl_lts' oni:g
unteers carry out,
mak?a, difference
lives ¢f so many 'peaple."l
am convinced- thit Peate Corps
is deing somedf the best work in -
its histery, gnd I am very proud -
to have worked with you. -

B

Best wisfzgs g5
Carol Bellgmy
Director
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Soothing words for the new
PCVs

By Shane McC
obamba SEN:
ome days I would wake up
and look out at the drizzle,
s at the ol(%:‘y wg;n:ﬁ: of tlhdq vif-
trudging e m _
with heads bent into the wind,
and I would ask myself again if
there was really anything I

could do to make their lives bet-
ter. I would eat my Quaker oat-

meal and think about the carpet

of small checkered plots laid out
before me. I would think of men -

and women with no education,
six children, and one hectare of
land, no birth control, no med-
ical insurance, no retirement
plan, no paid vacation, nobody to
sue for the hot coffee that they
spilled on themselves, and
burned their genitals, No guar-
antees wha:ioever. Thlf,t igm
essentially the way it has been
since mankind became mankind,

and how it is for 80% of the peo-

ple on the planet now. Maybe
that is the way it is supposed to
be, I would think. Maybe it is us,
of the technocrat society that are

wrong. Maybe we should just let

the cycle continue and run its
course. Mankind will sufficiently
over breed, over consume, over
war and generally make a mess
of the place; life ' will then change
on the earth, drastically per-
haps, but I rest assured that life
will not cease to exist. The plan-
et will simply change its expres-
sion for a few hundred thousand
or million years and the miracu-
laus plasticity of life will churn
and swirl and explode in yet
another genesis bloom of mar-

q
s;‘f'fl'\"". % 3 @

velous creations. The oI’ earth
has been through it before, many
times. o

Then, as I lay at night in this
magical place of Culebrillas, or
El Placer, or Plazapamba and
listen to the spectacled bear's
mournful and mysterious wail,
the owls and nightbirds sound-
ing, the frog’s and insect’s ticks
and cheeps, and the volcano
sighing, I turn again to the here
and now and my own mortality, I
think how hollow the world will
be without places like this, like a
world without music and poetry
and color...and I desperately
want to try to save it. I don’t
want these places and animals to
go extinct, as they are destined
to if things don’t change dramat-
ically in the coming years. If or
when they do go extinct, we are
certain to follow if not in body,
certainly in soul.

\ nd then I am reminded of
my mentor’s axiom: “My
level of optimism works in

inverse proportion to the time of
the day, From 6 a.m.-3 p.m.
there is hope, I am optimistic
and charged. Then from 3-11
p.m. the optimism has leaked
away and we are doomed. The
rest of the time I sleep.” This
from a battle weary old bear biol-
ogist that still gets up gvery
morning at five and puts on his
armor and goes out to fight. I
have found that I too, am subject
to the six to three syndrome. If
you find yourself feeling that
way, take a deep breath at about
3 p.m. and logsen your tie a bit.
Go ride your bike if you can.
Protected sex can also help
tremendously.
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I am now realizing that I am up
to my poopchute in this article,
and can’t really offer any fresh
advice or grand revelations. Just
about everything that you need
to know you will have been told
in training in one form or anoth-
er—though you probably didn’t.
realize it or absorb it (sounds -«
like a book title eh?). AH T ¢an -« -
say is this: We CAN change
many of the destructive trends
both here and at home. One per-
gson CAN make a difference.
What you are doing IS of value "
and will hopefully continue to

be. This is not sarcastic or ideal-. '
istic bullshit, I truly believe in it.
Don’t quit, If you keep pecking
away, even under what may
seem to be absurd circum-
stances, at the end of two years
you may look in the mirror and
say, “I may have failed, or my
projects may not ¢bntinue, but

by God I tried, I made a sincere"
.eﬁ'g.” That's all you can do. . .
istry.

he one for sure, sound

piece of advice I can give

you though, is to hang on
to your sense of humor, It is and
always will be your best ally.
Like the old saying goes: “When
you laugh, the world laughs with
you; and when you cry, (the
world either is disgusted, disin-
terested even worse—amused,
80) you cry alone.” Keep smiling!
It can be really hard sometimes,
and I sure as hell haven't been
able to pull it off as much as I
would have liked to, but whenI .
did, it paid big dividends. Also,
concentrate your efforts on the
children, trust me, you'll get
more bang for the buck. If your
Spanish sucks and you just can’t
seem to get over a hump—get = -
your butt back to Tumbaco for a
few days. I didn’t and wish that 1
would have. _.

The Trainee that was supposed
to be placed in my site but went
home instead betrayed his senti-
ments to me on the first site
visit. He said “I'm worried that I
might be wasting my life here.”



“Waste your 1ife?,” I thought to-
myself, “Son, you areé 22 god-
damn years old, two years ain’t
shit, il pass like the snap df a
finger. You liave the opporturity
to grow &rid l¢arn here like you -
NEVER could back home -on the
farm. You coild Hkely experi- - -
ence changes that will probably-
influence the way you think and
feel for the rest of your life. How
could that possibly be a waste?”
When it is all said and done, if
you look back on your two years
héreé grid feel only sadness—you
have‘itideed wasted two years of
your life, But if you can look -
back and say that you smiled
aiftl latighed a lot, despite the
adversities, then you have truly -
accomplished something impor-
tant. I feel that you are responsi-
ble to a great extent for your
own happiness. This is a tremen-
dous opportunity to grow and
learn dnd to get to know yourself
better, so take advantage of it It
is only a waste if you let it be,
Peace.- ;

P.S. - Muchas Gracias to all of
the wonderful staff at the office -
and the training center, I appre-
ciate your smiles and uncondi-
tional help. Keep up the good
work.®

Informe AnuAL de AcTividades de

Yolunarios/as del Programa de Satud.

| g e
Por Dr. Miguel Artola®

APCD Salnd

Habiendose especificado que las
actividades para el afio 1994, de -
los/las Voluntarios/as de Salud
del Cuerpo de Paz sean las sigu-
ientes : a) Monitoreo de crec-
imiento, b) entreriamiento a-

madres en los aspéctos de nutri-

cién, vacunas, enfermedades
respiratorias y diarreicas, y o)
la sapacitacién 4 profesores pri-
marios en los aspectos de edu-
cacién para la salud, tengoa
bien informar las actividades

realizadas por el Programa de
Salud con sus Voluntarios/as
asignados a las Provincias de
Esmeraldas, Los Rios, Manabf,
Pastaza, Imbabura y Azuay

Monitoreo de Crecimiento y
desarrollo:

| - Los Voluntarios/as siendo asig-

nados a diferentes organiza-
ciones (ONGs) y comunidades
en las cuales en coordinacién
con las unidades de salud del
Ministerio, han trabajado en
funcién de equipo, en el control
y monitoreo de crecimiento,

‘desde la promocién hasta el

mismo proceso de pesaje de los
nifios. Es asi como se ha podido
dar un seguimiento del control

de crecimiento a nifios menores |

de cinco afios en un total de.-
2.080 nifios, con seis tontroles
de promedio por afio.

Capacitacién a Madres de
nifios menores de cinco afios:
150 madres de nifios que han
recibido control y monitoreo de
crecimiento han sido capaci-

| tadas a traves de charlas, cursil-

los, visitas a domicilio, y entre-
vistas sobre el manejo domicil-
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iario de los problemas nutri-’
cionales bésicos; lactancia . .
maternsd, uso y manejo de lag’ '
curvis de crecimiento, como'. **®
preparar suero casero y suero
oral en el caso de diarreas y en
el casa de problemas respiraty-
rios el manejo de las siglas FAL-.
TAN, de acuerdo a las normas

de MSP.

Capacitacién a Profesores

Treinta Profesores de escuelas’ .
primarias han recibido capac- -
itacién formal a traves de cursil-
los, coordinados eficazmente con
el Ministerio de Educacién, =
Ministerio de Salud, las agen- '~
cias con quienes estan asignados
los Voluntarios y Cuerpo de Paz,
cursiilos que fueron dictados en
las mismas areas de los profe-
sores participantes (Pastaza-
Puyo, Los Rios-La Carmela,
Pichincha-Escuela UNP), con un
total de doce horas de duracién
por cursillo y 1a entrega de
Manual de Educacién para la
Salud a cada uno de ellos, para

- . 1a aplicacion posterior de las

técnicas revisadas en las aulas
de clases.

QTRAS ACTIVIDADES SECUN-

DARIAS:

* Se desarrollan 20 murales per-
manentes en unidades de salud
del Ministerio en especial en
Pastaza, Tarqui.

* Sp termina la construccién de
Puesto de Salud en Bajo de las
Palmas, Manabt. -

* % B Coordinacién con CARE, y

fondos de FISE se termina la
construccién de 800 letrinas en
Antonio Sotomayor, La Reversa
y La Carmela y 48 letrinas en
La Nena Chica, Los Rios.

*Se termina la construccién de
dos sistemas de agua en
Chacrita y La Carmela en Los



Rfos con fondos compartidos de
los Municipios de dichas parro-
quiasy de CARE. -

*10 Huel:toéﬁbmostraﬁvqs, se .|

suman a ellos 50 huertos famil-
iares como parte de la promo-
cién de los huertos demostra-
tivos._.,t,_ - ol :

* Terminacién de proyecto de |
electrificacién para 80 familias
del Aguayo, Los Rfos. Proyecto
realizado con dineros prove-
nientes de la &mﬁdpacién _
comunitaria, Municipo de Baba,
Diputado Prgvincial, EMEL Rios
y el Consejo Provincial,

* Be regliza el primer. taller
nacional, “La Mujer Lating y el
SIDA,” evento en el que partici-
paron 25 cias, el Ministerio
de Salud, APROFE, la
Organizacién Panamericana de
la Salud. Be cont6 con la presen-
cia de 110 participantes de todo
el pais. e !

* Elaboraci6n de “ Manual de
Charlas de Salud.” Un libro que
trata de recopilar las mejores

técnicas de ensefianza para la
salud para nifios y adultos con

- poco o ninguna alfabetizacion.

*Be trabajé con grupo de 33 per-
sonas de la tercera edad en ter-
pia de rehabilitacién en el
Hospital Geridtrico los Pinos de
Quito. . v

PROBLEMAS Y SUGERENCIAS:
* Con las ONGs:
- Coordinacién, apoyo y la plani-
ficaci6ti'de actividades son mag-
nificas, ton una gran efectividad
en el trabajo de equipo con las
trux;igadas tli;; salud en donde sel
aja conjuntamente, ejemplo:
Los Rios, Manabf y Azuay.,

* Con el Ministerio de Salud:

- Contrapartes locales, cuentan
con muy pocos recursos para -
realizar el trabdjo de extensi6n
de cobertura por lo que es muy
difieil realizar planes que se
cumplan, con excepcién de las
campafiag de vacunacién,

o ﬁon las Cdmunidgdes: 5
- Muy receptivas y deseosas de
aprengder salud, aclarandose

que son comunidades que han
solicitado la ayuda y-son de las -
mas necesitadas, = ..o o

* Con los/as Voluhtarios/as: - .-
- Trabajan decididamente,, - . °
aunque con muchas frustra--. - -
ciones con los planes de trabajo -
que no se cumplen e van nfuy ...
lentos. SRR

- :Loé leuhtaﬁos/&é*&ebarﬁn
tener mas flexibilidad,

- La especificacion de-activi- .
dades son de mucha aynda para

mejorar la utilizacién del recur- -
80 Voluntario. : s

- Los cursillos de capacitacién en
servicio con sus contrapartes .
locales (Jefes de servicios -
provinciales y auxiliares) son de
mucha utilidad. .~ . .

- Los Voluntarios/as deben
reportar mensualmente las
actividades que realizan a los
Coordinadores Provinciales de
Salud en cada provincia, del .
Ministerio de Salud o de 1a NGO
a las que han sido :
i og/as. ®

TAREAS DE VOLUNTARIOS/AS 1,994
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Allthg Promises We Make,

from-the cradle to the grave - U2

By Wendy Pearce, -
em

he death of a young child is

-Sompthing every parent

~hopes they will never have
to experience, “We can only pray
that when we are blessed with a
child, that he or she will grow up
safe and healthy and th&gg,r-
cumstances will allowusto©
ensure ﬂ;lust such a future. We
make the ise as much for
ourselyes, as for our children,
veryning will o opay, This
ev e A g
isn’t just a North American i
dream. The world over, mothers
and fathers place the lives of
their children in the hands of
God and work for a brighter -
tomorrow for éach one. But on
March 6, in Membrillo, Manabf,
every parent’s nightmare came
true for one family, .

Nely Valencia and Milton
Hidrovo lost their son, Ramon
Marcel Hidrovo Valencia, and 1
gained an insight into a once for-
eign sequence of events. :

8 a Rural Public Health -
Volunteer in Membrillo (a
ite nestled deep within

Manabf’s central mountain
chain), I've had six months of
new experiences: ﬂgllvmg my first
shot, agsisting with my first
birth, inserting my first IV, not,
to mention learning how to live
like my neighbors without leav-,
ing for weeks at a time; but none
has opened my eyes as wide as
the death of this little boy. It's
kmg t_)fi'l like hg,vg ;&u feel when
you're handed, back an exam,
only to find that half the que
tions you missed were stupid -
mistakes. If you'd just paid
more attention to what was
being asked or E%keh more time
to review yout ahswers, you
wouldn’t l?e’ gﬁ gvihh'ﬂﬁgfeeling
of wondering what went wrong.
Hey, you knew this stuff, right?
But I guess that's what tests are

the ques- .

for: to measure our understand-
ing, to make us think.

The day began like many pthers.
Fellow Membrillanos and I filled
our morninis with chores; I,
preparing charlas and everyone
else washing the clothes, prepar-
ing the meals, passing the
hours. Ireturned from lunch up
the street and was enjoying my
iet time - mid-day break at
We slgb-c:h?tro v;lh:ﬁe 1 li\{_‘:.
a.lkm% rough the center to
use the bathroom, I realized
someone had joined me--a moth-
er and her son, I J‘ust assumed
hehadthe“%ri " like most of
the kids who'd been brought in
recently, a change in the weath-
er or something; and I went
about my business. It wasn't
until Marianita, the local auxil-
iar and my counterpart, arrived,
that I asked what was up. She
informed me that the one-and-a-
halfxear-old had gotten his
hands on a lamp filled with -
kerosene a cou&)le of hours earli-
er and ingested an unknown
amount of the toxin.

Marianita sends a curious child
to the pharmacy for some
M.O.M. (Milk of Magnesia, that
is), and I trot ever to my room to
retrieve my tms%;rusty, Donde
No Hay Doctor. We review the
recommendations for ingested
poisons and I try to exp_l%:e'n that
in casesof kerosene qr-gasoline,
induced vomiting is not advised.
Ooop, tag iate. Ramon has
already thrywn up twé or three
times and some home brew--a
concoction of‘hot cooking oil with
araw egg or someth;igﬁ- i
being stirred to hopefully bring
on some more. This being my
first exposure to poisoning (my
health experience limited to two
years as a volunteer in
Children’s Hospitals in Los
Angeles and Orange County),
I'm feeling far from comfortable
spewing out commands, so 1
watch what’s unveiling itself for

awhile and then sli away-to' '.'-
continue with my charla prep. .

1\; this time, Ramon’s :
ookeduptoan IVand -

seems to be resting peace~
fully. Marianita shares a story -
about, another local boy who died
after swallowing a fair amount of
kerosene. Mom, who's been sit-".
ting vi tly at Ramon’s side, -
ahi%; er focus back to us as she
overhears this, -I make some sort
of grunt to let Marianita know
I've understood what she’s told
me and turn my head to avoid -
further discussion. Peggle argin
and out all afternoon, checking.
out the scene and giving advice -
or sharing stories. Randy Travis
is playing in the background, a
diversion coming from m
makeshift stereo (a SONY walk-
man with mini speakers) and
after a few hours, Marianita
informs me she’s returning to -
her house across the strest to
start on dinner and will check -
back in awhile, I decide now is
as good a time as any to make
some rice for dinner.

Eavesdropping as best I can with
my limited Spanish comprehen--
sion, I suddenly realize some-
thing has changed. Nely is cry-
ing and I hear Milton quickly .
leavethrough the front doors.-
As I walk over to assess the situ-
ation, Marianita is runningin

ith Ramon’s father. The child’s
breathing is labored and heavy;-
he’s despondent and limp. The
IV is removed from his tiny hand
and the room is swelling with -
people. I'm wondering where
they’ve all come from; people I -
haven't seen in weeks.

What haxgened next is a bit-

bl : I strain to under-
stand the discussion, I'm hit with
the stunning fact that this little
boy is dying. M{ Mary Chapin -
Carpenter tape has just switched
to side B and “Passionate
Kisses”, blares through the



breezeway. I wriggle through
the crowd to shut it off after
meetinﬁ some concerned, rather
annoyed, gazes from onlogkers,
Amonget Ramon’s moth
and pleas, Marianita hands me
the stethoscope to listen to the
child’s breathing--from lungs
weighed down with the kerosene,
I back away as Marianita con-
soles Nely, exclaiming the reality
of what's gecurring: is
being taken to heaven to live -

e y as an angel in God’s
Kingdom. Thisis a timeto .
rejoice not grieve, I expel a
whimper and meet the eyes of a _
friend across the room. He. ]
shakes his head as if to say,

“Don’t cry. That’s wrong.” 1do ..

anyway and am overwhelmed
with a chilling emotion, I've

never been sp close to death . . ‘

before. I feel kind of numb,
though, . . . '

e scene that then anfolded
was almost unreal. Ramon

is dressed in a white suit of
sorts after expe_]]jnﬁihis final
breath, laid on a white sheet and
carried out, suspended oha
makeshift canopy--four children,
each gra_s&m > a corner of the
folded cloth, There isn’t much
said. Things are packed up and-
the huddle moves from the room,
out of the sub.pentro, to the
streat, upder a sunset sky and
quiptly progeeds up the road to
prepare the wake. -

I accepted Marianita’s invitation
to spend some time with her
family and returned when I felt
iis if ﬂdl_;;s,b e to sltaep._ - The fol-
owing day, we payed our - .
respeots at the &axgi]y’s' house. I
hadn’ dprepared myself for what
eted us there. The front room
been ¢leared out. Benches
lined the walls and the set-up in
the center reminded me of a
church altar; Ramon lay clothed
in the same. white polyester as
the evenin% before on a low,
draped-table with & pair of paper
mache and tissue paper angel
wings resting ander his gshoul-
ders, surrounded by fresh flow-

ers and candles ¢ 'pp_ing.orllto old-

motor oil cang, Marjanits led a

rgsary and we sat gilent, Jooking
from the body to the mother .
across the room and back again.

er's wails

s we waited and contem-
plated, a worm about an
ch-long squirmed its way
from Ramon’s left nostril. Nely

. slowly stoed, grabbed it and

placed it in a small plastic bag to
the side of the altar. I was later
to find out that some 35 such
worms, some up to three inches
long, journeyed from this poor
child’s body ori during those
first hours after his death. His
distended stomach was overflow-
ing with parasites. No wonder
his malnourished, infected bo
couldn’t dige, . Hi
father was close by constructin
the tiny wooden coffin into whi
Ramon was layed the next day.
A procession led to the church
where we sang and prayed
together and later to the ceme-
tery where he now rests. !

Nely didn’t come out that day.
When ] questioned as to why, I
was told, “Sometimes these
thmg,saretoohardonthe ar-
ents,” In a campo in E or I
was reminded, through igno-
rance and circumstance, why I'm
here: to teach, to learn, to expe-
rience, and to grow. But if I'd . .
prepared myself for this “test”, I
still think I'd be left asking the
same questions. I've taken from.
these events what I could. I am

ain made aware of how fragile

e is. It’s not ours to take or
give and sometimes it doesn’t
make sense.. :

Some promises just aren’t ours
tomake,o

Iy,

A\

!

Ty
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by Tricia Culverhouse, RN,
San Jacinto ..

ccording to the 1988 INEC
survey, 24% of Ecuador- -
an women living on the-
Coast will havie eight or more
pregnancies, with the average
number of surviving children at
4.6. Also, 40% of pregnant or
lactating women suffer from
malnourishment and 10% of
deaths in women, aged 15 - 49,
are due to complicatons fnl:m
pre, or miscarriage here
in E%cuador. As aheql:hg PCV,I
can only sigh heavily at those ° -
statistics and do my best to edu- -
cate the pegple of Ecuador on
the positives of family planning -
and the options available to
them here in Ecuador. =

I've spent the last month giving
my family planning charla to
mothers’ clubs and during com-
munity meetings. It has been

one of the most well-received
charlas I have given. Luckily,1 .
live on the Coast where women
love talking about sex and birth
control! They admit they have
nothing better to do when the .
lights go out and add that there'
will be lots of babies born next -
December due to all the recent
power rations. Of course, they
laugh and joke about this but

the reality is that a new child
will most likely be born into an
already crowded, malnourished,
and impoverished family. That’s
not very funny. 1 know I can’t
change their customs or beliefs
about family planning or what
the ideal family size is, but I can
give them the knowledge and

the resources to make an
informed decision.

The latest information on family
planning can be found at your
local APROFE (the Planned
Parenthood of Ecuador).



APROFE, being wellrorﬁnéized,d i
ets an,

supplied me with pamp.

can epsily send ;g)eople, a VCR,
and videohapes to:give a-famil
planning seminar; if-asked. /

following infurmationgivenin. -

usual broken Spanish'and ; =
l?aynd:'gmwn visﬁalg, as 1_,5934,1

was well-received (espaiafty:hy -

SLLE

the husbands!). Her_e fhds:

What is Family Planning?:

It’s an agreement between a mari
and woman to plan, withrna:&on-','
sibilitiy and fréedom, the mum-

ber of kids they:wantand.. -
when they waet tohaye: "5

them. Two.yaays-betweén .. - .

egch chillggis the rewtlx:lmendf. 1
ed “spacing” to give the
mother’s health and nutri-
tional state ade time to
recuperate. She-igless weak
and hpyp breasts produce suf-
ficient mijlk.- Remember, the
risk of 'seritus illness-or
death, resulting from preg-
nancy in an uniealthy'
woman is. much greater than
the risks involved il using
ang of the common methods
of birth contrdl; -

What methods for family
planning are most com- -
monly used in Ecuador? -
The pill (oral ontraception),
an JUD (intranterine devide)
or “la T de Cobre” and the
rhythm method are most
common,

The pill, if used properly, is
99% effective. APROFE
charges 2.000 sucres per
packet; of pills (one packet

per month) and a sliding

i

scale can often be worked out for

" families unable to afford even - -

that, The subcentros I'work . .
with supply the pill “free of .
ch " Actnally, pills are sup-
posed to be available for free
from the Ministerio dé Salud in
all subeentres, but'more often
than nét, they simply don't have
them., - Birth control pills should

only e supplied by a docter, sub- :

centro nurse, midwife, or other

authorized person. Women with

a history of stroke, cancer, liver
disease and women who smoke
or are breastfeedng, should not

use the pill if they can use

f

inserts the T

another method.

The TUD (o “T-de Cobre™) is the-

second niost common form of

birth-control in Heuador. Itisa .

smaH'metal objeot cavered with
11:)lastait},'- placed inside thz;ntemaé@
0 prevent pre, cy.

s;- e ﬂéb’r,e for 13.000
sucres and subcentros can insert
%1; for legs, The T de Cobre can.

st up to.eight yearsina .~ .
woman an%lgzl: '

breastfeeding, It is inserted. .

while the woman is on her peri-
od and can be taken out whenev-
er-she is ready to have a child.
It requires no hospitalization, is
a rélatively painléss procedure
requiring no anesthesia, and is -

98% effective in preventing preg-

nancy.

The third most commonly used
method in Ecuador is the
rhythm method or Billings
method., This method depends
on a woman’s knowing her body
well enough to recognize signs
that she is ovulating (her most
fertile time) and that her period
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n:the pre- ..
ferred choice for women who are

is very regular gl of the time.
(Not a comnon thing with..
women in the States, much :fss,_
Eoyador.). Also, the mepangd . -
woman must be willingto pass:
one.week out of each month
abstdinitig from sexual intér-
course. Few couples are success-
ful for very long. Many women
in my communities admit, to
using this method and freely
adinit it’s ineffectiveniess, goof
being, four or five kids at their
side.’ High success rates with
ther method are some-
times reported, but in reality,
they are idealized studies, usu-
ally not done it 'I‘h:ilfdeoi‘ld ;
countries. The f?age ratéis -
too high to even welitant,in my-
opinibn, teaching it. "In Fepionis
where the religion strongly
influerices people’s beliefs'
towards birth control (you "
lucky PC¥V’s in the Sferral):
poifiting out this method’s inef-"
igﬂcﬁveness, could prove diffi- -
t, i -

There are, of course, other
methods used here in Ecuador
(condoms, tubal ligation, vasec-
tomy, Depo-Provera) which are
mentionable, but not very com-
mon. - ;
So, that’s my charla in a nut-
shell.’ Usuaﬁy from there,
gacilitate a discussion on why
amily planning is so impor-
tant. I usually have drawings
of two families one with lots of
kids, the other, few. It’s easy
to discuss which family has
more food, more money, is liv-
ing better and has healthier
kids. But before Ecuadoreans
begin to practice family plan-
ning, they must first believe in
why it is necessary, what the
positives are and how they out-
weigh the negatives. As PCV’s,
we've certainly seen enough of
the negatives.

o me, family planning edu-

cation is one of the most

important charlas we, as
PCVs, can give, T might not see
women going in droves to their
subcentros for that IUD, but I do
believe I am helping to make a
few of them at least think about
it.e



Health
Workshop

By Kendall Ligon,
Ahuano i

8 most of you know, take
me to a party, wind me .
P, let me go, and I could

talk all night. Or, put me in
front of a group of nifios, and
I'm a regular lora. But, ask me
to talk tora group of adults, and
I'm speech]ess.. &ou’d have to
see it to believe it, I know).
Recently, thaugh, I organized a
workshop to capacitate fifteen
teachers on how to prepare and
present charlas. Suprisingly
enough, it actually went very
well. Go figure?? Just in case
any of yoy might be thinking of
doing something similar in your
sites, I'll give you a general idea
of how. the conference went,

After deciding on a place to
meet, I sent each of the teachers
a written invitation to attend
the “festivities.” Two weeks was
enough advance notice for most
of the teachers to make arrange-
ments to be in Ahuano for the
big event. But afew ofthe
teachers work in.communities
that are muy adentro so they
did not receive news of the con-

ference until after the fact.
(Next time hf.,ylilf k:mw mzs:flféhl’ll
try to noti e “guests e
date earlier.) I planned for the
workshop to take place during
school hours so that the teachers
would not have to give up their
tiempeo libre to participate. This
was a plus for attendance!

I initiated the reunion by pre-

senting a plan de trabajo to the
group and then had each of the

teachers present himself/herself: -

to the others. For the remainder
of the first hour, I led the discus-
sion. We reviewed the important
things to keep ih mind when
?repar;_ngrgr‘giving a charla
clarity, brevi
the audience...). 1then gave a
charla on the “Transmisién de
Enfermedades” and asked the
teachers to critique my presenta-
tion. They were quick to point
out every mistake! We talked

. about the different ways to test
‘the audience’s understanding of
.the charla’s mensaje (i.e., games,

stories, skits, writing on the
chalkboard), and I called on vol-
unteers to give demonstrations
of the different methods.

o “kick off” the second hour,

one of the teachers gave a

charla on “El Cuerpo” while
the other teachers completed a
concentration game that I had
handed out “half-done.” They
reviewed the functions of the
parts of the body (which always
proves to be divertido!), and, at
the same time, made a juego to
use in their classrooms. After a
short recess, another teacher
gave a charla on “Nutricién”, and
I passed out copies of nutrition

ingo. For the remaining 15

minutes, the teachers divided
into groups and prepared “quick”
charlas (using only paper and
markers) from a gufa de salud.

For the first half of the third
hour, the teachers presented
their charlas to the group. A
variety of “fascinating” topics
were discussed... how to heal

evity, practicality for |

open, weeping sores, how to treat
diarhea, how to prevent tooth
decay etc. Ithen gave the teach-
ers time to cut, color and paste
charla materials. A mutant
mosca (to be used in skit illus-
trating *how disease is spread”)
turned out to be the most popu-
lar party favor. Before releasing
them, I had the teachers do a
final oral evaluation which
revealed that they did not find
the workshop to be “torture”; as1
had feared. In fact, they-actually:
found it be informative and at
times, even entertaining.’ Go
figure?? And, the best part was
that they had done most of the

talking!

Maybe this resumen will help
some of you reduce the time
spent using the “trial and
error”,,... or maybe not. In the
event that any of you are inter-
ested in organizing workshops or
some of you just want to give a
few health charlas in your sites,
Miguel has a file in his office
with mastercopies of'games and -
charlas that health volunteers
have made. Also, Miguel would
like to snbmit an article from the
health program (work experi-
ences, helpful hints etc...) tv each
issue of El Clima. Any ideas for
the next issue?* .



By Kirk Iaamons, Zuleta

ers were asked agy a conifer-

ence, sponsored by an erga-
nization called Comusidee, for
the exchange of ideas by many
different Volunteer organizations
currently operatmg here in-
Ecuador.

Tms question and-many oth-

Comundee isa greup, eponeored :

by the Inter :}melge Foundation .

.,-Which .
conceme its mvestxgatnng
the eyeteme?o}‘ 'Volanteer groups

and community development in
Ecuador. On April 6th and 7th
they sponsored a conference to
be atténded by - many various

Volunteer organizations, with the
g methods used

hope of exi
by thege groups for development,
on a community based and par-

ticipatd
this mi;

that is taking place and also open

up avenues not currently kiown

by some groups as to resources,
methods, and opportunities for
their groups to partncipate in,

I was fortunate enoughtobe
a en the opportunity to attend

is conference with Jean Seigle
for the two days in Cumbaya and
to realige in a substantial- -way
the extent 0 which the various
groups aperate here in this coun-
try. There were approximately
40 groups invited, of which 17
attended. Thesé 17 operate in
varied éapacities from Child
Welfare, ta.land rights, to mis-
sions, to" oommumf,y develop-
ment.** . T

ome ofthe organizations I -
Sfound,mteteetmg were

Hospedéria Campésing “La ° |

Tola”, International Volunteer - | we're hem%lﬁm

Semce, and twb volunteer sér- -
vices very simiilar to the Peace
Corps. These two being from
Canada and the United Nations.
Also groups from Esmeraldas
seeking legal land rights for peo-

Tevel. It was hoped that
t recognize m&v overlap

ple and g repr, sentative ﬁ'
group called ’8}
their focus beingln

nous ple;
and culture of the:
Tl i)

{5

geponspeople X A e

The “Hosg eﬂena Campesme“ha
Tola” is located in Quito at Galle
Valpare:so 887 Don Bosco, It 5

is ha place fi o;' m enoa;lptzotl‘)
who are ml,gr g to or
work and a different life
for the night and get a meal
until they have a place to work
and live. It is run by a man
named Padré Pio Baschirofto
and they ueuq’ﬂy have abeut 400
people a night. ‘

he Intemahonal Volum;eer “

Service is a privately fund-

ed group from New York
which seeks volunteers from all -
over the world to work with comn
munit; development in other
countries; “Their Volunteers are
more similar to the origin al
Peace Corps Volunteers in that
they function in a multi-pro-
gram basis and work with differ- -
ent prograing at the same time.
They recefve no funding for pro-
jects from IVS, but help then‘ :
communities to investigate and
learn where to look for funding.
for projects. I thought this wae a
great way to capacitate a com-
munity. Another aspect of this
group I found interesting was
that of the total number of peo- .
ple in Ecuador workmg for the
IVS, 25% were international
Volunteers and 75% were-
Ecuadoreans. -So the interna-
tionals are training the train-
ers/commiunity Vt’»lumeere I
found thig'a gree way to capmn'-
tate Ecuadotitself I

ght wm'k well for’ﬁha :

Peaoe Jorgs, b eallxzed
Ecuadorean oulfure and create
better understanding at home

which is.meré of-a two way
street than IVS. Also, one other

i point is the IVS term of service

is from one year to as long as a

21

, to stay

hat is a VOLUN TEER‘7

Volunteer wants to stay. The '
representauves from IV’ a,ttend S
ing the conference were from Srz ,

Lanka and had beenglwre 15
years.

It would seem the Canadxan S
United Nations and Peace Covpe
all function in the same areas, =
and with the same goals. The . -
term, of service is from one toﬁve v
{ears, The Canadian service . .
owever, gives their Volunteers
$2.000'a year to be budgeted as_
th?' see fit for transportation
rajects. This probably isn't
way to teach money man- .-
agement i

Enough of the group descnp-
uone, now on to the confergnce.

né of the main focuses was -

to describe what a

Volunteer should be and
what should have to offer.
Astod ing.a Volunteer some
of the prerequisites were some-
one with an EXTRA LARGE .
(XL) heart that wants to help
other people. They also.need the
technical skillg to. be of service to
their community. They need to
be strong minded, with open dis-
position, to be able to un
stand and learn from the new
culture they are working in.
And finally, to be able to take
what they have learned and :
teach others in their country and
around the world for a better =
understanding by all, worldwide, -

Other questions discussed were:
1. What are the problems, and
the proposals for solving them
that Volunteers/communities
have in working with their coun-
terparts.

2. What are the problems in the .
relationships between volunteer .
organizations who work in the
same community.

3. What strategies should we as



Volunteers develop to mobilize
the human resources in our com-
munities.

Firsi,fit:’vvas stated that -

‘many times Volunteers -
show up in a community
and never really present them-
selves. So, the community
cheWsntE; know :vilho they t?xr:t or

w. ey are there, or at
times there are different reli- by
gious and Volunteer groups '
Jfighting over who is going to
help who with what they consid-
er are the problems, It was stat-
ed that the Volunteer should ask
the community what they feel
their needs are and help them
come to a prioritization of these
needs. Also, to help capacitate
them, help them understand
their aptions, and the different
avenues they have for choosing
and completing projects. Also,
that the Volunteer should try to
work within the cultural frame-
work of the community to accom-
plish projects such as the way a
minga works in the communi
and to learn to accept feedb
from the community on whether
they think it is a success or not.

Next the Volunteer should be
aware of the resources that
other Volunteer groups in the
area can-provide so asnot to
overlap -and egsentially not
wasteé resources and also to work
in a cooperative manner, not a
competitive one, Many times,
because of a drive to feel one
needs to accomplish a certain
goal, they feel they need to com-
pete, with the community -
caught in the middle. Maybe
collaboration is best-in the end.

Finally, as far as strategies to
help mobilize human resources,
here again try to work within
the commniunity structure and

find out the individual skills'and -

capabilities each person has.
Also, inform your communities -
of other Volunteer grou%ﬁ:ﬁgw—
ernment organizations (FISE,
Municipios, Consejo Provincial,
etc.). Other strategies will be to
use your expertise to help devel-
op answers and also we as

Volunteers should make our-
selves aware of other Volunteer
ups and organizations to col-
aborate with. - "~

There sre many challenges for -
Voluntfgers in Ecuad a::;nglomg
range from organiz Te
tape, paper included, to the
community having the self con-
fidence and drive to start and
complete a project. My personal
challenge, (being a recovering
e “A” personality), is “Hora

cuatoriana”, but my patience
is developing and I'm ing
from Ecuadorean culture. In
the end the volunteer gains
much from this experience and
becomes a much different and
prabably more understanding
person.

I cannot say how much this con-
ference opened my eyes to other
Volunteers and also to my possi-
bilities as a Volunteer. I am
g;ateful for the chance to see
the big picture in a clearer per-
spective.

 groups attending decid-
i éd-gt:lmﬁnue tokmeet ona

by asis to keep
themselves informed as to pro-
jects and perspectives from the
different groups. This I feel can
only help to strengthen the
efforts of all here in Ecuador
and lead to better international
understanding of the problems
of developing countries.

If anyone has any questions
about the conference or would
like a list of names and address-
es of the different groups, please
ask me or Jean Seigle and we
will get you copies.®

In Support
. of Foreign
| Aid

The following is a speech given . .
by Brian Atwood, Administrator,
USAID, as delivered on at the
InterAction Annual Forum,
Bethesda, Maryland:

nterAction and the Agency
for International
Development go back a long

way. You and your constituent
agencies have been our partners
in the Green Revolution. You
were with us in South Africa, - -
when we helped bring about.a - .
peaceful transition to majority
rule. You have been‘with usin...°
Russia, as we helped bring about
a psychological revolution~the :
Etel%'nn.ing of the end of fear—that-

ill resonates throughoiit a land- -
that once was gripped by-arbi- =
trary power. In the African nar-
kets and the Andean 'schools, in
the clinics and the farms, the
agencies of InterAction have
stood with us, and worked with
us and built with us. Soit's not..
at all surprising that we should
come together today, at a time
when the very nature of foreign
aid, even its very existence, 2.
hangs in the balance. Yauknow,
it is curious in a way: thisisg -
life and death issus for us, yet -
whose life and whose death may
be getting lost in the shuffle.

am not talking about

USAID’s life or death as an -

agency, though our survival
is certainly on the line. But = -
whether one bureaucracy lives-or
dies is not what makes this ’
debate about foreign aid so criti-
cal. And I am not talking about
the looming political battle as a
matter of life and death.
Nations and governments have a
right to reinvent the themselves.



The peaple of the United States

have the right to reorganize their |

government g0 it can better meet
their needs and hopes. Let’s
understand from the outset: the
debate about foreign aid--and
indeed, the debate about every-
thing theU 8, government does--
is good for America, It is a sign
of our strength." ther we
agree with the final result or not,
we are seaing detriocracy in
action: this is exactly what our

founders meant when they talked

about a fres peop'le choosing
freely. -

0, what makes this a life

and death issue is that we

know that real lives will
be affected by the outceme: The

can create miracles if given the
smallest amount of teaching and
capital and techmcal aid.

The women who are Just begin-
ning to find the courage to join a
local village bank in Central
America, who dream about a
small loan that will help them
start a business, and educate
their children ;

The farmers who want to grow
exotic fruits for export and dream
of having title to their ancestral
lands, and of being able to grow
somet]nng more useful than coca
leaves. -

The children, young as they are,
who know already that people
don’t have to live lives of quiet
desperation, and dream of the
chance of attending school.

And the infants, too young to
dream, whose survival may be
determined this- day by whether
their mothers cangive su.ﬁ‘ment
food and clean water.

This debate isn’t an abstraction
for us. .It is a gut issue. We are
here because we care about the
poor of the world, and because we
want to help. But because we
care so deeply, we must under-

stand exactly what it is that is
at issue,

So what, reelly, are we talkmg
about? The issue, ultimately, is
the federal government:; How

. can it hest ensure the meeds of
- the American people? . What
- should it do, and what should it

not do, and how should it pay
for what it does? This debate
did not begin in November. The
debate did not end with the first
100 days and it will not end
with this Congress.

The debate centers on federal

responsibilities:and the where-
withal to pay for them. Nearly
every aspect of the federal bud-

[ getis on the table. Certainly,
lives of people in the déveloping. -

world. The lives-of people--men, -
women and children-who have - :[°
shown, time and again, that they " |

every program in the discre-

tionary paﬁ;of the federal bud- -

get~-those things that are not .
entitlements like Social
Security and Medicare--is bemg
scrutinized. Resources become

the currency of the debate, and 1

because resources are finite, -
paying for one thing takes
money from something else.
And because less government
and lower spending are consid-
ered virtues in and of them-
selves, there is further pressure
to cut and whittle and elimi-
nate.

Think of the scope of the debate:
Defense. Welfare. The
Environment. Education.
Think of the special interests -
with a stake in those debates
who are now butting heads like
80 many bull elephants. It is
amazing that the entire 150
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Account, the smallest element of *
the federal budget, gets any

debate time at all. I'm reminded -

of the Kenyan proverb: “When -

the elephants battle, the grass
suffers,” Is it any wonder that
some consider the international .
budget a sideshow? A diversion? = -
Small potatoes? With hundreds !
of billions of dollars on the line,

k . the twenty-odd billion--just one *: -

percent of our national budget-- - -
for everything in thé 160 -
Account is hardly wortha
moment’s thought, Or so it
seems. Butit's not whatit
seems. It is-vitally important to
our nation’s future. You know
that. Iknow that. We look
melgmﬁcant but we-aren’t, and
thatis a weakness but 1t15 also ..
a strength.

It is a weakness because, obvi-
ously, many people don’t know-
much about foreign assistance.
InterAction’s own poll showed
that 42% of the American people
think it is the largest element in

_ the federal budget. In fact, the

entire 150 Account is barely one
percent. And too often,

' Members of Congress share

these assumptions. Foreign aid
doesn’t have a particularly vocal
constituency — why should a
Member with a hundred isgues
on his plate know that the larg- - -
er programs of the budget dwarf L
us? ks

y should Members or

- their constituents know

that foreign assistance
creates millions of American
jobs?
That it crestes markets for
Ameritan producte in the fasiest
growing economiesin the world?
That it spreads dempcracy and
the free market thmughout the
world? .
That it addresses transnational
problems like population and
global warming at the source?
That it prevents crises and thus "’
saves billions in relief aid?
That it conveys American lead-
ership among other donors and
throughout the developing
world?



ere is no particular rea-
.. son'why Americans or -
their representatives

should know these things, butlt- x

is something we can tell them.
And i#r the sutrent débate, that
means we have something more
to say than simply “don’t cut my

ﬂmdﬁng"l‘And\that ie ‘& source

of strengl:h S

.'r:n
1o

sl i

So the: debate oveﬂ'esouroes

cuts two ways:: First, whether oo

resources shéuld‘berinvested in -
foreign assistanee altogether.
And second, whether resou'rces
should be invested through an -
independent forelgn asmstanoe

agenocy.

These are not separate-—debetee.

I know. there are some in the-

development community who - - ‘

believe that foreign assistance
will continue to be funded: -
whether or not USAID is inde-
pendent or merged into the
State Department or even exists
at all, Let’s say it straight:

some even think that it will be ':

easier to get funding if USAID--
in their view, a bureaucratic -
obstacle--isn’t in the way any-
more. These opinions, I believe,
;:ilglesent an immense leap of

It is a leap of faith to assume
that the debate is about. foreign: .
assistance and not about how te
allocate resources throughout -
the whole federal government.

It is a leap of faith to assume
that the debate is about how - -
much to spend on foreign assis-
tance, and not about whether to
fund foreign md at all;

Itisa leap offaxth to assume
that those who oppose an inde-
pendent foreign assistance -
agency support, nonetheless, the
proposition that foreign aid is
good for business and our nation-
al security

Itisa leap offaith to assume
that those who want to merge
USAID or reduce foreign assis-
tance are committed, nonethe-
less, to an activist pattern pof
American invplvement threngh-
out the world.

This is a leap of faith that I, for
one, am not prepared to make, I
have certainly noted the fact
that people doht‘like to be called
isolationists, On¢ Member of ;-
Congress was quoted today as.
saymg that everyone on Capitol
Hill is an internationalist--that
the debate is over what kind of
mtemaﬁonallst. :

Well, Ig prepared to concede a
lot. 1 concede that there are
Republithn isolationists and
Democratic isolationists. I con-
cede that foreign policy in the
post-Cold War world is often
impregise. - I concede that multi-
lateral diplomacy is politically
difficult to explain. .

But I saythat.an international-
ist does nofsupport a 30 percent
reduction ih an international
affairs account that is already
too small.

I say that an internationalist
does not write off the developing
world as unimportant to U.S.
national interests:

1 say that an internationalist
must support the maintenance of
a foreign aid-program that is less ..
than one percent of our national

" | budget and .15 percent of our

GNP.

o, I say to Members of
Congress of both parties, if . -

# you want to be an interna- .. ;’
tionalist that’s great. Youcan -- - ,

join the club, But you have to
pay your-dues.

If you don't want to pay yom'
dues, and the interests of the
United States suffer--as they
surely will-you willbe held
accountable. And that'salot . .
worse fate than being called an, .
isolationist. _

Let me make it clgar: this |
debate has nothing to do with ,
turf. It has nothing to do with
what title I hold, or my succes-
sors hold, or the pecking order
when people sit around the table -
on the 7th floor at Foggy Bottom. .
The debate has everythingio do. .
with-how the interests of our -;. o
nation can be protected and
advanced.

I will not be put on the defens:ve _
by those who want to reform our .
foreign aid program by killing it.

I am not afraid of change. Fox. . .-
two years I have pushed to- . - ;.
reform USAID. To makeitan ...
instrument capable of meeting
the challenges of the post-Cold
War era. To make it responsive .
to the people of the developing
world. To make it more respon-
sive altogether, more modern,
more cooperative, more open.

Some of you have already met
with Members or Hill staffers
and been told that major cuts or
a merger or both are
“inevitable.” Listen to me: They
are not inevitable. We do have a
fight on our hands. But this
fight is winnable.

It is winnable because the target
is something that doesn’t exist
anymore--“thg old foreign aid:"
large cash outlays, government-

to-government transfers, aid to
leaders whose respect for human
rights is dubious, power politics
on the public purse. But aid
today is very different. And it is.
becoming more so.
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If we wenf. to vﬁn. we must com- -

municate that-our assistance -
aims at partnerships and
emﬂoWerment that it empha- ‘-
gizes ties between communities
and reinforces democracy and
the free market, .

ou can be part b;f a w1:lxmg

ning strategy by stan

up for what you believe
in. Yon needn’t fear the out-
come of this Democratic debate.
After all you are the American

people. You represent the best - v
of our pation--its commitment to
its own values, its commitment . -

to international angagement, its
commitment to our enlightened .
self interest.

We must at all tbsts avoid get-
ting embroiled in partisan con-
flicts. Weneed a bipartisan
coalition. : Remember, the fight
is just begi'nn.ing.

Some of you have questioned
the Administration’s resolve.
This wee¢k you will hear directly
from two of the President’s clos-
est advisprs—-Hillary Clinton

and Tony Lake, When thisis

over, I -assure you this |
Administration wil] use every
influence it Has'ta fight for the
resources it needs to conduct
our nation’s fareign policy. And
we will not allow the Congress
to throw our forelgn pohcy agen-

_l

F

cies~-and thus our foreign policy-
-into disarray through an ill-
advised reorganization plan. We
will constantly seek to encourage
bipartisanship, but we will not
stand still and allow partisan- -
ship to disrupt our foreign policy
machinery., That I promise you.

I know that you struggle with
these issués as an organization.
I'm going to take a chance this
morning and offer some candid *
advice to Interaction members,
as a friend. Don't get distracted
and waste your valuable time on
the organizational proposals that
are being advanced in the
Congress., People.are trying to
use you. You will not be able to
fix this prob]em from where you
sit--this is something that must
be fought out between the
Congress and the Executive.

It will come out well if you con-
tinue to focus your attention on
the foreign aid debate, not on
organizational boxes, You have
done a superb job explaining the
impact of budget cuts.
Advancing the principles that
Congress and the Executive
should apply if our development
programs are going to be effec-
tively managed. So, when it -
comes to legislative maneuver-
ing, deal-making and the like, I
would offer the same admonition
Dean Acheson always used at
crucial moments in history:
“Don’t Just do somethmg, git
there.”

This fight is winnable because
reducing the 150 Account would
be tantamount to abdicating
America’s global leadership.

Our opponents can argue for
slashing the budget only if they
use a ledger, as it were, with no
accounts. It will be hard to l
argue that in a time when chaos
is a global threat, the United
States should gut the one Agency
that is the instrument of its lead-
ership and the symbol of its con-
cern in the developing world and
the development community.

It will be hard to argue thatina
time when markets are emerging
in Asia and Africa and Latin
America, we should cut back or
eliminate fanding for environ-
mental protection, and microen-
terprise, for ésonomic policy
reform, gnd for expanded oppor-
tunities for women and girls--the
very things that create markets
and customers. . .

It will be hard to argue that at a
moment in history when the
appeal of democracy is greatest,
the world’s leading democracy
should turn away.

If we want to win, we must force J

| our opponents to confront the

implications--for America and
the world--of their pennywise
and pound foolish proposals.

he outcome.of this fight is

not just a test of legislative

wills or budgetary ideas.
Ultimately it is a test of our
national values. It is a test of
our vision — our vision of
America. Our vision of its
future. Our vision of ourselves.
This is a good fight. It is worth
waging. It is worth winning.®
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ears agy, when Tfirat”

beoa:xg?u'ﬁteres'ted,mznaﬁn
. Ameripa, I remember hear-
ing and re'adipﬁ abont libetgtion
theology as well as “acom:
pafiannento.”. What is acom-
pAfiamiento? -To me, in its sim-
plg&,form; it means “accompany-
Ing" the pedple, sharing their
Joys, Borrowd, experientes, frus-
trations, and trinmpha; it’s see-
ing the woild throngh their eyes.

I recently had an excellent
“acompafiamiento” with the
mothers and kids in the barrio
where we ' work.: :

The mothers of the barrio had -
decided to have a bienvenida for °

Kléber Garcfa Gallegos, the PMT
coordinator; who had been in - -

Riobamba for over-twd manths =

with the ejército and thankfully
never had to go.to the frontera to
fight against Peru during our
brief war. (We had heard four or
five times that the men were
leaving *today,” but luckily the
war endled and they never had to

fight,) Kléber was gble to return

to Guaranda, to his life, his
work, and his wife and little

i d we wanted to celebrate
his return!

The afternoon started out with
us showing the video ‘we’d made
on October 30, 1994, almost six
months before, when we made
colada morada and pan for the
Dia de 1os Difuntos. It also hap-
pened to be my very first day in-
Guaranda. Boy; did we laugh

and laugh at the video, and par-- :

ticularly at many, of the kids,
making faces at the camera! We

poked fun at some of the clothes

the kids were wearing, how the '

mothers weré sweating and
turhing away from the camera;
how Marie was wearing a short-
sleeved purple blouse (very nice,
my folks had just sent it to me)

and I had stains from the berries

down the front of me (l&l?y, I
got to them in time and they
came out), and also had perspi-
ration stains on my underarma.
The latter got the most pro-
longed laugh.of alll

As the 1;:et.hel:;ns set up (;v&sitn?:med
out to be a banquet ing
soup, i:i)ce, galletas, ggstr;ﬁ jzlalo,
can we strung the pifigtas
50 :ﬁ:’-lki’ds.cou:d break them.
What fun we a1l had! The kids
laughed and teased each other,
especially when they swung with
all their might but missed the
pifiata by a mile] I have man
great photos of this day, but the
photos of the kids with the pifia-
ga; are undoubtedly among the
st. :

ext came the food. What a
treat for all of us to eat -
] un&i}wg,wer%full and to
enjoy good food, good company,
ﬁoo?ﬁmes. Just watching the
appy expressions on the kids
faces was joy; they were in their
little groups, talking a mile a
minute, happy, free and enjoying
themselves. For many of the

kids, it was the first time they’d
really been able to just relax and .

enjoy themselves and be chil-

dren, in quite awhile. Many of

our kids have to work out of eco-
nomic necessity and don’t have
the luxury of living for the
moment. ,

After eating, we talked some
more to let the food digest a bit,
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then played games with the kids,
including the practically manda-
tor jfgstil;:ol’.,Later, we th. ce%v .

huing out together. We
gave Kléber a card we'd all
signed and he was very touched :
by the whole afternoon.

en I look back on my
Peace Corps experience
: in years to.come, that -
Sunday, April 9, 1995, will stand
out as an afternaon to remember.
Did we accomplish anything tan-
gible? Not. really, unless you .
count that it didn’t rain, ke it -
does a lot during this season.
Did the day mean ag much to the
mothers and kids as it did to
g&ber _'ant%lxen;ﬁ Probaglly not,
ough t, agsuredly
remaﬂr the good times we
shared.

So then, why will the %'lnga =
remember this day as ein% 80
special? Because we' g
time, experiences, memories,
food and socialization. ‘But more
than that, we shared love and
support, and we spent timein a °
spirit of celebration, comraderie
and support.. That, as simple,
yet at the same time as complex,
as it is, is what, Peace Corps is
all about: Sharing experiences
and ideas and helping bridge the
gap between cultures as well as

elping to foster intercultural
%gwth and understanding, .

ew! Maybe we're actually

ﬁcco?plishing something lasting

ere .

That Sunday is engraved in my
heart and mind, never to leave -
and always-to be remembered.
As ig the following week, when
we made fanesca with the moth-
ers in preparation for Easter, as
well as the week after that, when
the mothers and kids of our bar-
rio gave me a surprise birthday
party.

What love and solidarity we've
experienced in our barrio! As
the North American writer Anne
Moorow Lindbergh said, “Only
love can be divided time and
time again without diminish-
ing.”e
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Greetmgs h-om"ﬁxmbaeo!

Thirty-three Trambef cfrom
Omnibus 73 were- sworfin as
Peace Corps Voluntegrs.on
Friday M 5th Ambassador
Peter Romero had the group: -

laughmg,ashejol:ed wibﬂthem | ke £

about various comments g-aga’rd- i

ing their interests and Peace
Corps goals-tbat appeared in
theirmug books. Hey Erica,
could you please explain “hu-
man-ammal boad” agam?

Asl stated in the pravi'ous El -
Clima, I would like to thank all
the PCVs who assisted the
Training Center in this most
recent PST for allowing us to
visit your communities and for
sharing your technical expertise
and ideas in various training
sessions. In addition, the entire
training center staff would like
to thank Jean, Barry, Ana
Maria, the APCDs, the Medical
Office and the Administrative
staff in Quito for all your support
and hard work during this
training cycle.

Upcoming Training Activi-
ties: The Close Of Service
conference for Omnibus 70 will
be held on July 25th and 26th.
The tentative hotel that has
been selected is Hotel Chorlavi,
near Ibarra. A confirmation

letter regarding the hotel will be !

sent out on June 15th. Trans-
portation to the conference will

| be provided at 3 p.m.,'on July

-g .'
prren
eE

T

S
e O Y

) | vacatipn from May 19th until
24th from the Quito office. If June 12th, but Sarah Simon or
you wish to take the Peace Corps | Miryam Flor will be able to
van from Quito, please confirm | agsist you with any questions
with Silvana or Paulina from the .yon inay have.

Training Center by July 16th, If. |~ =
there are any questions regard- | Finally, I would like to ask the
|ihg the conference, please feel - .. | 12 new Volunteers who did not
free to call the TrainingCenter hand in their End of Training
Evaluations to please do so as .
August, 9th¢ Oninibps 74 arrives. | soon as possgible, Ido look:at .. .
: The technical prog¥dms are these evaluations seriously so I. .
1 Bpecial Eduqatiotg?outh Deve,l | can continue to look at ways to
opment, Rural Infrastructure.” . | improve training, and I strongly, 2
and Rmzal 'Pubhc Health, '/ | encourage those new PCVs to -
-7 | send these evaluations tome m :
Ve Asalmays,iftheTraining Tumbm . e sihagts
: Qﬁnter can provide you with any '
aduistance, plnage do not hes:tate N That’s all for now,_ Stay Well °
. { to contact us. bwﬂl ‘ : :

.n‘

z,QU[EN SABE? SAFETY FIRST

mpositivez What?! But..me ? Aw; and I trusted him. God, .

2} if I got this, What else might I have?! These were my thoughts

after hanging {535 with the PCMOs who informed me that I had tested
positive for a séxually transmitted disease. Lucky for me it is cur
able, but what about next time? And what about AIDS? e
Yes, T' always ‘talk about the importance of safe sex, of condom use, of
the risks involved if we aren’t safe. Well, I made a mistake and I

‘| “didn't follow my own advice. What was I thinking? That he is

special? honest? ‘clean? That I'm special? (Honest and clean I
was. he was my ﬂacond partner.)

{'One thing I hav® %eahzed as 4 PCV is that I allow myself to take a

hell of a lot more 1isks than I ever would on the home turf. Why? It
still perplexes me and the majority of my friends here who have
committed the same error as IL..1 s:mply didn’t use a condom.

Now, six weeks later, I th,mk P'm cured, but I won’t knaw for sure
until I go through another nasty exam ‘Where the doctor will scrape
my innards to determine just how clean I may be. Believe me, I

. | would rather go through that again than to live with the doubt of not
: knowmg And the guy‘7 Do you think he is convinced he has this?

That is another article in itself.

_So, my advice? Please, please, PLEASE . . . THINK before you jump
"in bed without a condom. With this one man, I probably increased
the number of my sexual partners by more than 1000 people because

"1 I have now slept with his partners, his partners’ partners, and so on.

And AIDS. . . let’s just say I won't be sleeping well until I see a
negative result on paper.

Anonymouse
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Appreciating The Earth:
A‘Da,'y For Our Mother '

Many Volunteers spent Earth Day : The following is & poem I found in
1995 at the fiestas of Riobamba. - v the book Earth Pravers which
However,in the Azoguesares, ~ X was a gift from Jeffrey
along with FUNDACION AR Hovermale upon his
NATURA, a parade with departure from Peace

seven  elementary
schools was orga-
nized as well as
many environmen-

, ¥V Corpsinmid-March.,

» The people of
%2 Ecuador and the

tal education talks. J Volunteers - who
Lo e SR &4 had the pleasure
o pe e
must feel a great

which is cel- loss because his

ebrated warld wide. o

Ourplansareto con- abs_g,ncg . __revea!s
tinue working with the impact of his
the kids and set up presence.. . Thank
tree planting charlas, you,Jeffrey, foryour

dedication, integrity,

and respect for all
human beings and our
Mother Earth. :

sports tournaments, and
possibly a little dramatic
performance to enforce the
importance of our care of the
Earth,

We join with the earth and with each other.
To bring new life to the land
To restore the waters
To refresh the air
We join with the earth and with each other.
To renew the forests
To care for the plants
To protect the creatures
We join together with the earth and with each other. -
To celebrate the seas -
To rejoice in the sunlight
To sing the song of the stars
We join together with the earth and with each other.
' To recreate the human community
To promote justice and peace
: To remember our children
We join together with the earth and with each other.
We join together as many and diverse expressions
of one loving mystery: for the healing of the
earth and the renewal of all life.

U.N. Envirogmental Sebbath Program
submitted by Rebecca Gigliotti, Azoguese



